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LETTERS 


Of 

MADAME ®E S^VIGNE,.A«i 

[The Letters nith en isterisk bcii^ tlie tiyxoslbn 
wee new Letteli#.] 


I.KTTE11 DCCCCLVIIL 

FROM MADA.MB OB siviONB TO MaOAME DB GRrONAtTi, 
The Rocksy Saturday^ for Sunday, Cbristmaa-diyf 

I WISH you a happy Christmas, and that you may btf 
more just to me next year, than you have been at tto 
close of this. How can you Suppose I can guess at IVK 
de la Garde's situation, untess you acquaint me with it? 
It is only three days ago I learned that he no longed 
enjoys the pension of 8000 Kvres ; I told you it grieved 
tMifd surprised me. To-day, you add, that his estate 
which produced 10,000 livres, now brings hhn in but 
2000 j this makes a great difference. How could I con^ 
ceive any such drawback, when I always saw the che- 
valier remit hkn such considerable sums upon the score 
of his pension? I did not know they were diminished j 
} thought his estate all together Was worth 10,000 livrei 
a year, and, considering the little expense at which 
lived, I said he was a rich man, quite at bis ease; he 
might, therefore, veiy easily have Ifettt tny daugbtci 
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aOp^e vto pay her friend the chevalier de Gn- 

this thought was neither unjust nor rkhculous, 
ignorant as 1 was, of what had happened to^ltis poor 
: This is the medium through which '"IhhTgs ap- 
4b me, thinking favourafely of, your estates in 
Prpve^e, compared with ours. llTpust have been folly 
md injustice itself, to have said vSiat you reproach me 
witbf if I had known what *i JeArn only by your last 
two letters; they, indeed, have very much changed my 
opinion ; I am now only affected on acc ount of the part 
1 take in sudi alDicting circumstances, and with de- 
served admiration at so much courage and resignation 
to the will of God. You describe to me a true saint, 
the most Christian-like virtue, w^hich greatly increases 
the esteem I always entertained for him. Never was 
there such devotion as his, and if 1 am fortunate enough 
to see him some day, it will give me true pleasure ; but, 
once more, how could I guess? You had even repre- 
sented him so uneasy as to want to sell his estate; in 
fine. I should have deserved to be scolded more than I 
can express, if I had written as I did, after knowing 
what you have just told me. You did not date your 
letters regularly ; you imagined the feathered tribe had 
been the bearers of your last letters, or you forgot how- 
distant we were from each other. Do me justice, there- 
fore, and believe that I wo* *d not so much have wronged 
M. de la Garde'^s virtue anJ situation. I take this op- 
portunity to wish him the compliments of the season, 
and to assure him of the continuance of my ancient 
friendship ; it is a long time since I said any thing par- 
ticular to him. I think you happy in being able to af- 
ford him consolation in his retreat, as he does to you. I 
thought he was almost always at La Garde ; I can easily 
suppose his company is agreeable; but when you tell 
that you like bad company better than none, and 



Wa/JAME Dfi StVIGNll. 

$ 

<hai you wish your house were fall, you are quite 
intelligible. ^ ^ 

Your account of the chevalier^s gout greatly excitlM 
my pity. The waters of Balaruc, then, have afforded' 
him no relief? .This i5 melancholy, indeed ; I IntSS" 
a portion of M. de-*fo Gardens resignation : tell hoW 
much I grieved 'Jif. liis situation. Inform me of the 
state of your health ;“I passed too lightly over the G^lic 
which made you keep your bed ; is this the colic that 
irj not dangeivkus, though painful ? Coulanges has written 
the same nonsense to me that he has to you; and 1 
have approved that upon his marrying Paulina, he 
should restore to your family the fin^ estate of Avi- 
gnon, which you have so long possessed ; how pleasant 
it would have been to you for eight or ten y'ean 
longer! It is said that the pope wishes the king to 
notify publiclv that ho disavow^s the assembly of eighty- 
two, at which two Grignans assisted, and W’bcre ir falli- 
bility w as mentioned ; this would be a strange atFair. 
This iiew's does not come from the abbe Bigone; I 
long to receive his letters. The hotel do Roclufoucault 
is half burnt dowm: the grand apartment, with many 
goods and papers, arc destroyed. Maclaine de Luv'udm 
is very much grieved at the accident, and she also tells 
me that madame de la Fayette is seized with sj^ch a 
violent colic and pain in hei side, th.ir ‘^he is an object 
of compassion ; her health is in a di-Otfiable state. I 
conaider M. de la Trousse to b? in a very bad way, let 
people say what they please. 

I salute and embrace M. de Grignan ; it is long since 
I saw him. He could not do less than pay a visit to his 
Alcina in her enchanted castle; I wish she n»ay s;iend 
the winter there, that he may have no r*^gret at Aix. 
We are here alone, with charming hooks, which aiiord 

B ^ 
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ns SO much pleasure, that I cannot help pitying your 
want of taste for reading; for I must tell you, my dear 
ejltldy that you are not fond of reading, and^ that your 
aoit iafaerits this distaste from you : 1 tell you this in 
teiren^ for what you said to me/ 

Wlieh your son is at Paris and Versailles, he will sa- 
kite the Icing, a!l the mintstei^ ;|ind the whole court. 
^WimteYcr esteem I entertainfor him, I could wish him an 
unde only fer tbis^rst winter; I praise him for his do- 
cHtty ; he* liiit written to us very prettily on the pleasure 
hi mtartlly feels at say4ng, 999 teghnent ; in fact, such 
a statiott ii highly agreeable at eighteen years of ajge. 
I pay my compKmeills to M. de Grignan, as he is the 
aource'of tlie prdmotioii, by sending him to make thb 
t:atepaigii ‘eff PhiliFteborgh^ Tell me something of 
Itet dear count, whom I have claimed in my letters, 
and who has abandoned me. Will not your dear son 
^y you a visit ? liwnc know when you have sold your 
ieoinpatiy. My son desires to be remembered to you 
afl^ctrontetely ; he is an admirable and indefatigable 
reader, never being tired of fine writing, though be 
read it over and over again. Your sister-in-law has a 
soum*, which does very well in her black hair; \Vhat 
a whim ! but I think it would be a greater one to'write 
any longer ; we ought to think of conscience, read M. 
4e Toumeux, and recollect ourselves. 

^ Tbcjutmc of jL feskUm. 



?r/^DAME DE SiVJGNE. 


letter dccgcux. 

TO THE SAME.' 

The Jlocks, Wednesday, September 

We had the finest weather in the world here till Christ^ 
mas-eve ; I was at thtf end of the long avenge, admirhllg 
the beaaty of the sun, when, on a sudden, I saw a dark 
poetical cloud issue from the west, into which the sun 
plunged himself, and at the same time a thick fog arose, 
and I flew to the house. I have not been out of my 
chamber or the chapel till to*day, when the, dove, haa 
brought the olive-branch; the earth has resumed its 
colour, the sun has crept again from his cell, and wiU 
also send me forth from mine: for you may dep^iXkd 
upon it, my dear child, since you are. solicitous about 
my health, that when the weather is bad, 1 take my 
seat by the fire-side, reading and chatting with my son 
and his wife. Have you not observed, as we have, that 
the days have not been so short as usual ? I heard this 
remark made at Paris, three or four years since. The 
abb4 Tfetu mentioned it at the observatory, saying that 
the day formerly closed at five o^ clock, and that now 
one might still read till that hour. We have experi* 
enced this truth here, where there is nothing to distract 
our attention, so that my son reads every day till five, 
and it is light till half after: this is a proper subject for 
a letter which requires no answer. Beaulieu informs 
me that our marquis is expected ; I am impatient to 
know a thous^md particulars respecting him, and to 
compare the difierence between a colonel and our little 
musketeer. 

A thousand reports have been spread coseenMf ^ 
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Rome, Equally false, according to the difTerent interest 
and; 111 W ice of the propagators. The courier is, at 
leOglli, arrived ; and instead of all these propliecies, you 
find that the pope consents to the abbey of St. Dennis 
B*feing united to St. (’yv without/ any gratuity, whicii 
Ni’Ould amount to 80,000 liv res ; thijj is no trifling dou* 
jCeur, and will embarrass those wdio arc still inclined to 
consider the ambassador as a' dupe, and to think car- 
dinal d’Estreea is in the right to question the good dis- 
positions of the pope. The beginning is in our favour, 
we shall see the end. I sometimes throw the abbe Bi- 
gorre’s little notes into your packets, who is very well 
informed of what passes at Rome ; I suppose you have 
no objection to this. 

Madame de Coulanges informs me that the new ma- 
dame dj la Fayette was reclined upon a magnificent 
bed in a noble house; the room Ijung with beautiful 
tapestry^belonging to the keeper of the seals the bed 
decorated with an ancient mantle of the order, and the 
room hung with fine ta{)cctry, iiaving the arms orna- 
mented with the staves of the marshal of France, and 
the collar of the order; looking-glasses^ chandeliers, 
glass plates, aiid crystals, according to the present fa- 
shion, out of number; a great mai»y servant^, and va- 
lets de chambi e in livery ; the bride in an elegant dress. 
In short, such taste reigns in tlie house of the new- 
married couple and in their family, that our maSamo 
de la Fayette ought to be perfectly satisfied at herson^s 
Laving formed so great and honourable an alliance. 
The poor bride v/as all this while very ill in the colic, 

• Michael de MarUlac, great-preat-grandfirthcr t*f Mary Magdalen 
de Marillac, marchioness de la Fayette, was ket'per of ihe seals of 
France ; and Louis dc Marillac, brother to tiit keepci of the seals, was 

marshal of France. 
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which made her extremely weak, having bled 

twice. At lengthy Croisilles informs me that^he fever 
ilas left her, and that her friends begin to breatlM 
again. ? 

I am very impatient, my dear child, for your letter 
of Friday, that I may hear how yoO are, and how the 
i hevalicr is, whom you have represented in excruciating 
pain : Vt hatever passps at Grignan is a subject of interest 
to me. 1 consider you fortunate in having such gpod 
society ; you have never yet spent a winter at Grignar^ : 
it will be of service to your afiairs, you will not feel 
the fury of the north wind amidst your whole family. 
I return to the groat errors in vrhich you left roe w'itii 
regard to that saint. La Garde. I thought him possessed 
of an income of 28,000 Uvres ; his estate 10,000, his 
pension 18,000: 1 supposed that in such a situation, a 
little assistance might be given to his intimate friends 
upon so important an occa.^ion. I v\as even a litlie 
uneasy at his desire of selling his estate ; at length the 
amount of all this is, that his pf'nsion is rtot paid, and 
his estate is no longer of any value ; a greater fall cannot 
possibly be. I have told you of my repentance for 
having judged so ill; I Jove, honour, and admire, the 
courage and viitue of this holy disciple of Pio^idekcc. 
Tell me if many pensions have been retrenclKd, and if 
there bo no hopes that they will some day be ccntmuech 
It will be diilicult to pass the interval. 

The beautiful duchess du Lude has ial;en all her fine 
^'iiver furniture to pieces; Beaulieu has seen it ; but a? 
the pieces are good, she received 27,CfOO crowns for 
tlicjn, and lias lumii^hcd her apartments anew, with 
wooden furniture, mii<ors, an<l glafe$- p! jtes, which 
amount to 2000 crowns of this holy pover^-. The 
Ilochefoucaults were all the night in the garden during 
the fire, and the next day the abbe de MarsHlac and 



had a dreadfal cough and hoarseness ; their 
to 20/)<K) crownsu It bow pot togethdrV 
i lhi iP iamri things without connexioB ; I shall write bei 
itiit M Stttida}^^ for I shaii talk of you and all I learh 
||||M iatlK3 meaa rime, I ahall often think of iny 
and calculate that she loves loe* 


J.ETTEII DCCCQl^s 

TO THE aA«, 

TheRocka, Snnd&y, Janutry l, 1690<. 

J not yet received the packet of rSaturday 

17tb#^ in aofemr to that of the 7th« I keep 
an exact accounti and it is impossible to cheat me 
yvithout doing me a great injury, and making me very 
unhappy i for it is the sequel of a conversation that is 
interrupted. I hope tbis^ letter will come to hand ip 
time, it has often happened so; in the Sn^an Awhile, I 
have a great deal to say on the tragical and stn^rising 
Story you tell me of poor Lausicr. Your narrative has 
all -the powers of rhetoric ; it commands attention, 
raisps curiosity, and leads to an event so melancholy, 
and so surprising, that 1 was quite affected at it, 'and 
g|kve a scream which alarmed my son. He came to see 
what was the matter, read this part of yeur letter, was 
affected in the same way, and cried out as 1 had done, 
and even louder ; for be was well acquaihted with this 
liHiafVe worthy roan, and we could not help iadmiring 
uncertainty of' the hour and the manner ^ our 
death. AU the circumstances of this event excite pe- 
culiar astonishment ; the fresh dangers to which he was 
exposed in the last ^iege of Ment?., m which he en- 
gaged so romantically, his good fortium in escaping, hit 
strength of constitution, the conversation in which lie 



KAiMin w 

htaghei at the deanV, the teialeatotti VL 
had given him, tind which be failed to atUj0tl*'bn^^f|i|P 
hiterp<h;ition of the hand ^ whidi RifiiclE KhiiHte 
the street, and rendered aid tmavad»ng> while m Ai 
arms of two brothers who loved him, and nirilwii^i|M 
of their joy at seeing him again ; all this is so 
and so remarkable; that though it is not the first so<tcl^ 
death t\e have heard of, it is attended with more exttlh^ 
dinary cirrumstancej than perbapa ever before ocdtirfedl^ 
and would claim atten^n every where; but we have 
the same reasons that you have to be affected at it, Ml 
to fly from every 'objoci to this miAaiieholy event. 1 
am going to write to his poor brothtifs : such losses are 
very qommon to them ; this is the third brother they 
have lost. 

You have delightful weather ibreogh your winter; 
weather which miist necessarily ceS|ifH;l the count to go 
a hunting ; must caU you away from your patient, and 
dispose you more to walk than write to me ; irwleed yoe 
are right, such charming days shotrld not be lost. Outs 
have been so deplorable, that we have not quitted the 
fire-side, no one being able to venture abroad to witness 
the fog, notwithstanding the ice and friAst; weather, in 
abort, quite the wtverse ofyoers, though my son has not 
been without six or seven neighbours, who have pla\ erf^ 
and made a great noise, ki this apartment. i$ut the 
weather improves, and the clays begin to lengthen ; 
they are raflcter sometimes in Fel>rirary and March 
than in May,^by which we were once so much deceived 
at Livri. M. de Carcassonne has been with you; he 
had reason to be surprised at hearing th^t a man wjth 
whom he bad just breakfasted, and who was in as good 
health himself, should drop down dead. Marshal de 
Villeroi, in a very different case, would not believe 

b5 



isaiat, aiud canoatfccl, because- 
td Xvsiiuiy timef with him at Lyons* 

of the kighteciith dtnier of Lan::^nc(luc 
^rO^es&ive; 1 ihought thu sixlh ucnier ujuiod U* 
]iuincd> it is tjuiu unknown h^io. '1 he want ^rri 
^ty of money is sen.'iibJy felt ‘upon a tliousnnJ o * 
there are tiini.s wlitu pur^diascrs arc to - > 
immediately tor such a commodity as \ou 
to dispose oi': iiowv if thebe purcliasers aie to he. 
found, they cannot make good their payaiLiits. I Ii(»pe 
you will find no such embarrassaicnl ; tell me when 
you have struck the bargain, and whether the marquis 
18 in good IV inter-quarters. I shall be vtry curious to 
linow how he acquits himself at Paris and Versailles of 
all his duties, for he has a great many IViends to sec. 

I have desired Beaulieu to tell me all he says and docs, 
!md what sort of an appeararjce he makes. 

I comprehend all the immeaning vague cx|n'essiong 
with which you honour the abbess upon her taking 
leave. How glad I am that she did not take Ihaulina 
her! I often thinl: of this dear amiable girl wiih 
5:P^ction. 


LETTER DCCCCLXJ. 

TO THE SAME. 

The Rocks, Vt'cdncsJay, January 4 , 1090. 

ifouR letter of the 17th has at length found its way 
^0 me; it had taken a little i;ip to Rennes; it fills 
jp the space which made me ic :;. the thread of the con- 
i^ersatlon. I should also have lost the finest iaferma- 


♦ St. Francis de Sales, 
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lion in the worki witfi regard lo the Court GfLt^c, 
my new friend would have been quite distress^ afc’dt* 

, His curiosity will be amply gratified ; he had t^ceived^ 
a thousand other accounts, which were good 
This Adhemar must have been a fine fellow, 
much beloved ; his mistress must have been dreadMfy 
shocked to see Aim expire whilst in the act of kissi^ ^ 
her h^ind. ih^ some doubts, like you, whether she 
Jias resolved to take the veil: it is altogether a 
pretty recount ; a little fragment of ancient gallaiHVy, 
blended wjth poetry and wit, which I think worthjT'^f 
curiosity. Your Adhemars and Castel lanes are er^l^ 
vidierc to be met wdth : and we find the name of Gngrrtrn 
more considerable m the time of Frederic 1. than fa 
that of Lewi.^ XiV. IMy uas much pleased with 
reading this account, and lus u. ife still more so ; 1 thank 
the prior of St. Johr/s* lor it, and you also, my dear 
child. 

There was a letter fiom the marquis in the same 
packet, whioti highly delighted us; my son and his wife 
wanted to kiss end embrace him ; they wished, particu* 
larly, that he n.ight receive your perrnis; ion to go to 
Paris ; we cannot believe you will refuse him. liis style 
is quite natural, juvenile, and artlev^ : a h u r<.;,ctiuoiis 
from a desire of pleasing; all his little lea'^cns are 
ranged without exaggeration, and plricrdi ^imply in 
their proper place and hgiit ; v, liat hi^ t. ;vnd'’ say of 
his remaining at Kciserslauter ; hi.- natural and ju t in- 
clination to come and display a little the colonel of 
eighteen ; all which is subruitted in so affecting a man- 
ner to your will, that wc* could not restrain our tear^, 
from affection and tenderness tor this dear boy ; and tt 
appeared to us to be the most slrrking p’tece of eJo- 


• The abb^ Viani, prior of the church of St. John at Aix, 
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^SUmce xrejiadarer laet with. SM wiat i« better than 
muranc^ he given u4 of always preferrin 
|i 0 pleaaure 5 that if there were the least thing t 
he> Wixiild not think of leaving the army ; an 
he apeivks the truth. There is no 
what he says, there 19 ito corruption yet in 
Ifdh^art; nil his sentiments are genuine, all his ex- 
^reesioais have their proper weight : we could not be-» 
sulficieot praises upon this letter, which 1 shall 
^Irefully preserve for you, nor sufficiently esteem the 
^vrttev. I cor.clude that he ia now at Paris, where I 
a great desire to know how he acquits himself, 
^od a still greater^ to be ioformed of his conduct at 
Versailles. It is there that his dear uncle would be use- 
ful to him; but it is not the will of God : never was 
there 30 cruel or so violent an attack of the gout ; how 
unfortunate ! Has he npt reason to regret what he hiot^ 
self loses, and his family by him t What patience mus^ 
he not be master of, to endure constant and scarcely 
bearable pain, which you can compare only to the tor- 
mcifts of bell ; but which is sufficient to ensure Para- 
dise,, if considered as indicted by Him who is the sove- 
re^a of all thii^s, and to whom we should be entirely 
in* i^ubmission ! 

But, my child, while w'e are upon a tnelancboly snb- 
must tell you, that tears streamed from my eyes, 
when 1 pictured to myself the poor dean*, penetrated 
vkh griei^ his heart overwhelmed and oppressed, tay^ 
ing for a brother then in the church# still quick as 
it were, and yet cold in his coffin, bleeding on every 
$Kle.^ — Good baavetvd ! what a thought I — Does the 
bipod stream from a dead body ? It must be so, since 
aay it Behold then this streaming blood wbicl; 


* The e<dl^i»tc desD o£ GijgMiu 
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V not, alas! Jfemt/hd jigsiu», but mercy; lh#‘ 
r»c - dean, convineed of his rehgien, oflering this 
f;; ^ious sacrifice for a simier, whose^saJvaiKW 
r-i' ii/m, and whose death is affl^icting; and 
*fctkkig mercy for him, who bad not a single 
implore it for binaseff. My child, this is an inSuf^l^4^ 
able thought; nothing but distiTictian uiid dissipati^iii^ 
can prevent its having the same efiect upon every 
The more faith the dean possesses, tin? more he is 
pitietl ; but he would be still more to be pitied, if 
had been above the fear of judgewvent, I recollect the 
mode of interment at the Feudlantines; all the .piofUHt 
nuns prostrates! themseVves three thnes, before th^ 
threw my poor cousin into the grave, and by groans 
and afieciing prayers, entreated God to take pity on % 
wretched sinner ; alas ! what a sinaer ! Wailerooiselte 
de Grignan was present : we thought we shouK) distiolve 
in tears. Hut wliat folly to repeat so many usc-lcss 
things, ill so doleful a strain ! 1 ask you a ihousaod 
pardons, 

1 now return to you, my child. 1 thought the word 
Molinuts underlined, would have made you understand 
the contrary ; I was a little to*) cunning. The two main 
visitors W’erc very good companions, we had no alterca^ 
tions,\ve agreed in every thing,und i)tul the pleasure ofdis* 
cussing and celebrating Uic greaust, il\e most niij nrtai^ 
and thasnpst ancient truths of our rt ligjon. \Vc coii^ 
fttaBtly read Abbailie, and Cllistoirc Evclcsiastitjuc: the 
hitter is, the eftect of the persuas.^>ns of the former^ it 
is divine, and gives a iww ard<M»r to our fa th. 

It iso very fortunate thing fer ihutlina, not to have 
the delect of blushing ! It hiiN betui, as yuu sav, a real 
drawback upon yeur brutny, at d upon mine when 1 
was young; 1 found that, winn m l iruibled with this 
fidiculuus iiicouvcuieiice, 1 would not change myself for 



g fW tte J y beridet iiting^at Crigran ; thw 
ki^UhiW «• laall at,^0iu ^JViyJiic»1ik is good, think of 
Ww^owft. I Aot b^|iM>c|i astonished, if, for 

inasiih, '^owdkn jtjst beforp, dayj^iceak; at 
#r fieveh : thk would be as agreeable to 
ijPkPHO but to wakd iit^fbar or t« not what 

sjel^flitlg, bot heating tVie blood. 1 believe, in 
Boreas'^oaiW to you, ** What bux ness have you in 
|i( wdiy are yim not at *Pari«, N’ersailies, or 

Knt?*^ it iiretuel of him to fill your apartments with 
tMke. M. de- Carcassonne appears to nie to Lave as 
pBlary a turn as arclibtsbnp Turpin. 

msdame dc la Fayette 1^ not yet felt the 
is#elft of her new Itule houa^otd ; she has not yet got 
|||J^ better of the colic: Croisifies writes to me iW 
i»'; her ill slate of health remlers her iaaellifble ie 
Tcey thing else. fiRhe is a very anriatili' wo rt)>y wo* 
san, whom you loved as soon as you were acquainted 
nth her wit wd understaiMiing: th^vOiore we know 
ler* the more we love her. How we have laughed, 
itd ih c Mi llmused with wisa nonsense f do yon te«« 

oHect it? When she mentions you and old times, she 
daces you at the head of every thing that is sensible 
Bnd agreeable ; but sh« too til to exert her facul** 

'"iHytdatne de Motteville ia..de»d f wirf you^ jaof- 
I her br(»ll^r ? 1 know not haw to biame 

% aay^ as ah apulo^ for not coipii^j^ 
tri^ndn, wWn hie is at the very gate— How 
Jinate I an:, and haw much to be piiit-d 1** W^IJ^ he is 
% tlie right; but if you can be satisfied with^hirp^ | 
dvisq you to be so — it is very unlutky to have ahvaye 
I OQlhidatn of enemi^ at cfjurt. Adieu, ojy dear 
1 iuve you as your friendship 



TO M. BE 'GBIGMAH. 

m,orro»^, ray dear count; to you a^f.aovrat'f^ 
chateau/ which' was in ancient times a place 
^^rcderic granted ipfeoffoaei;^ S'** 
since been fixed, and the archbishop .iiU)an<ht ^ plaGtfi 
the last. Are you not sorry to be absent frqm.Aix ) 
Chim&iet ^lo, for .you saw her upon MraiQt iRf. 

You are in such good coippany, that ynn forge* 
north wind, and its fury ; but I conjure yon to lot the* 
marquis come and see you this Lent. My son <;o%^ 
stantly adores you, and his wife coquets with your 
tore ; she said to my daughter the other day, " I 
say nothing affectionate to M. de Grignan, for I find 
have so great a love for him that 1 hesitate." It is that 
you staqd in this little comer pf the world. 

LETTER *DCCCCLX1I. 

FKOM U, PE CpaBINELM TO THE COUNT D1 BfIST.- 

‘ Paris, Jsiiuant 6, 1090. 

I'wsH yon. Sir, as happy a y^r ,as you deserve to 
have ; and I entreat you to believe, that the revolution 
of a thousand ages would find me still with the same 
feeling ; 1 say as much to madame de Culigny. I ^ave 
T^d your reflections upon public afikirs with ple^serc* 
TwiA the king could have seen your letter to me. I 
thitik father Bouhours’ work, Pensees Inginieusts, excel- 
lent without your assistance it would not have 
been half so good. Madame de Sevigne will not re- 
turn till next summer. I dined yesterday at M. de 
LamoignCn’s, with Uesprcaux, ttscine, and two famous. 
Jesuits/ 'Ancient and modern works were talked of; 
Pascal alone was opposed to Cw«ro, idaiwca,. aidSf'tbe 
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Blftto* T4te conversation would bare been 
worthy of you. J opposed Era Paolo to them all, and 
will net^bate a tittle : many connoisseurs are of my 


LETTER « DCCCCLXIir. 

1 

I^ITOM Ttta. COUNT DE BOSSY, M. D^ALTUN, AND MESDAM^ES 
1>E TOULONJON AND DE COLIGNY, TO MADAME DE 
EETIGNIE, 

Autun, January 6, 3 690, 

A FARTY of your friends and relations, madam, being 
%^embled together to celebrate Twelfih-day, after 
ilbaving wished you were among the|n> proposed the 
pleasure of writing to you, as one of their amusements. 
They are persons who have some reputation *for wit, 
and it is for this reason they wish to converse with you. 
The number ofaggressors need not alarm you, madam; 
you have already seen, and you are again upon the 
.point of seeuig, that a single be^d, that thinks well, 
takes proper measures, and has no allies to thwart him, 
succeeds better than confederates. But, in plain lan- 
guage, you will have as little difficulty in answering us, 
as the king in beating the emperor. 

We are anxious to know if you think of returning lo 
Paris* We know you went to Britany with the duchess 
tie Chaulnes, and that she went from thence to Rome 
to join her husband. Not one of us has believed tliut 
you wished to accompany her in the journey, kfivwing 
that 


Rarement, t cotirir le znonde, 

Oq cn devuBDt plus gens de bku*. 


* B/iuoaiog dboat thft world, we rarely grow the riehcr. 
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Were you pleased at the increase of cash ? It was 
nly a subject of reJoicing^ to us it concerned itty 
^iends, whose purses were full the nioraent the edi4t 
^as pu'blTsheJ. Will the beautiful Madelonne 
he winter in Paris } This is an article of consequdlce , 
> you; and to us, madaqa^ on account of the interest 
ve take in it. If you wish to know what sort <rf 
'e leaci, we must tall you that the greater nunihervti^iia. 
re very merry, and that we arc all so in some degree | ^ 
ut that we shall soon separate to think of our affair#, t 
4ot a day passes in which we do not meet to play id' 
arils, and talk of the news. We sometimes unter 
pon subjects of morality and religion, but never theolo- 
;ically. New-year's gifts have occupied a portion 
ur time ; for we have mutually given and receiveSl 
liem ; but the manner has been more than the matter. • 

The truth must be owned, madam, this is passing life 
pleasantly; it appears short : w^e must, however, laboujr 
fter something more substantial than amusement. On 
his we are all resolved ; but some take things to heart 
:iore than others. There are certain persons among us 
iho will pardon themselves nothing, and you may 
:uess who they are*. There are others more in^ 


• This refers to madame de Culignv. The strange suit she defend- 
J, hat b^B seen in the Letter of the ibi of March, 1684. But when 
hissj says she pardons htisclf notiiing, ihcve is every appearance thi^ 

e speaks only of tlic fault she hud committed iu marryii^ without hia 
onsent, cftid not of ought to have keen the object of her perpetual 
siuorse, the unworthy obburia<*y in Hhich she persisted, of robbing her 
LiifortJi^te child of his rights, and causing him to be declared illegiti- 
mate by the .sentence of the court. Tliis was nothing to Bussy, in 
comparison with a degrading alliance. He would willingly have said|,a3 
mademoiselle Dutillet did to inadamc de Termes, a Cliabot by birth, 
who married a president for lier second husband, and who assigned her 
being with child by him as a reason for tliis step : “ Six bastards would 
have disgucod you less, than a legitiniatir child by auch a iqyfenriage.**^ 
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: but though they diOcr upon the means of 
j^^ion, they all agree ta the respect and regard they 


tBTTER ^iJCterCLXTV. 

< ■ - * • 

irAOAMaiom ro n. de couianues, at komc. 


1 ^' The Rocks, January 8 , 1690, 

PfjUiAT a meiancboly date, my amiable cousin, com-* 
1^^ with yours ! it suits a recluse, like me ; and that 
Pfjftpme suits one whose fate is to wander uncontrolled, 
IM ** who stalks his idleness from one end of the world 
|^4bo other-** What a happy life! and how mildly 
1^8 Fortune treated you, as you say, notwithstanding 
her quarrel with you I Always beloved, always esteem* 
od, always carrying joy and pleasure along with you, 
always the fevourite of, and fascinated with, some 
friend of consequence, a duke, a prince, or a pope, 
fi>r I wiH add the holy father by way of novelty ; 
^uiys in, good health, never at the charge of any one, 
^ business, no ambition ; but, above* all, Uie advantage 
not growing old ! this is the height of felicity. 
Y 4 KI doubt sometimes whether you are not advancing, 
by certain calculations of time and years ; but old age 
ip still at a distance : you do not approach it with 
bosvwv ns some persons 1 could name ; this is reserved 
fcr your neighbour, and you have not even the fears 
are usually felt at seeing a fire in yoqr neighbour- 
nood. In short, after mature reflection, 1 proy'junce 
yw the happiest man in the w'orld. This last journey 
tafiome is, in my opinion, the most delightful adviii- 
ture that could have happened to you, with an adorable 
limbassador (the duke de Cbauines) on a noble and 
ipand occasion^ and a v^ to the beautiful mistress of 
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the \rorW, whom, having once Been, we are' 
longing to see again. I very much like the 
have made on her ; she cannot be too highly cele' 

I am sure my daughter will approve them ; they 
wall written, and pcfotiadt We ting theni*^ I am 
lighted with what yon taH me of Paaimai, wht% yott 
saw at Grignan in year way; I have jthlged 
favourably of her from ycMir praises, and the 
letter you wrote to madame de Chaulne^^ which sheh: 
sent to me. Oh, how much 1 should lilfe to take a joui^ 
ney to Rome, as you propose ! but then it must be wUjt 
the face and air I had many years ago, and not whl 
those I now have. A woman, particularly, should M 
mcTVe her old bones, except to be ambassadress. 
believe that madame de Coulanges, though still young 
is of the same opinion ; but in my youth, I shouli 
have been in raptures at such an adventure : it is no 
the same with you ; every thing becomes yoa ; enjoy 
then, your privilege, and the jealousy you excite, t 
know who shall be favoured w ith you. I wdll not watt 
my lime in arguing with you on the present stale 4 
affairs ; all the duke^s prosperities have given me ret 
joy ! you fear precisely wdiat all his friends apprebcuM 
that, being the only one who can fill the place he hole 
with equal success and reputation, he uiil be kept in 
too long. This apartment in your new palace creah 
new alarms; but let us do better, let us not anticipai 
evils: rafher let us hope that every thing w ill happ< 
as we^ish, and that w'e shall all meet again at Pari 
I was flighted with remembrance^ your ictte 
and your songs ; write to me whenever it is apeoah 
and convenient: 1 take the liberty of sending tliisi 
the ambassadress; and I d^ more, my dear 
under her protection I take %im liberty of embratii 
my dear governor of Brilany, and his excellency tl 



LETfERS 


ambassador, with real afitction, and without offence lo 
respect: these high dignities do not intimidate me. I 
am sure he still loves me; God bless him^^and bring 
him back again; these are ray wishes for the new year. 
Adieu, my dear cousin, I embrace you; continue to love 
me, 1 wish it, it is my whim, and to love you more tlian 
you Jove me : but you are very amiable, and 1 must not 
place myself on a par with you. ' 

LETTER DCCCCLXV. 

FROM MADAME DE SLVIGNE TO M\DAME DE CRIGVAN. 

The Rocks, Sunday, January 8, 1690. 

It is in your hands, my dear love, that my letters turn 
to gold; when they leave mine, 1 think them so heavy 
and so loaded with words, that I say. My daughter will 
not have time to read all this; but you flatter me too 
much, for I do not, iu conscience, think I ought to be- 
lieve all you say. In short, take care ; such praises and 
commendations are dangerous; I will not at least con- 
ceal from you, that I prefer them to those of all the rest 
of the world. But let us be reconciled, fcr we seem to be 
somewhat at variance : I said you read les Petite* Letire* 
superficially, but I repent; for they are too beautiful, 
and too worthy of you, not to have engaged all your 
attention. You also affront me, by supposing 1 have 
not read les Jmaginazres* ; it was I who lent them to 
you ; how charming and true they are ! I have read 
them more than once ; so that upon these mi'f’ual of- 

♦ These Letters, attributed to Nicole, appearetl in 1 664. They 
Racine an oppormnity to write two of them, nljith are still read with 
pleasure, and which show the extent of hia undeistan<ling. It was thus 
•Iter having attacked the Jamenists, he became himself a very zealoit! 
Jansenut. 
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fences we may embrace; I see nothing tiiat can prevwit 
us from lo> ing one another: is iM)ttiiis tne aiivice of tho 
chevalier, as owi* confidani? J am, iiideed delight-* 
cd at the ameiTdmeat m his health: tins sentiment is 
much stronger than my words* But to return to read- 
>ng; it is our principal occupation; my son has a very 
accommodating quality, that is, he is very willing ta 
read twice, or three times over, what he hkes, and 
what suits his taste ; by this means, he enters more 
deeply into its meiits, Yearns it by heart, and as it were 
incorporates himself with it, and fancies he WTOte i1 
himself. lie reads Abbadie with transport, admirkigi 
all the Nvhlio, the genius w^hich couid produce so fine 
a piece* : when we fi'id an argument well conducted 
well concluded, perfet tly just, we think we rob you 
of it in reading it without you ; ** How this passage 
would charm my si ter ! would charm my daughter!*^ 
hlius we blend yo^ir remembrance in every thing that 
is superior, and this htighteiis its value. I pity yoi 
for not being fond of history; the chevalier is so, anc 
it IS a fine asylum against dulness ; some histories an 
so grand, that we are very willing to go back a fe^^ 
ages: the diversity enlarges and improves the mind; il 
is this abridgement of subjects that obliges you to read 
Father Cotou’s Oration^ and soon exhausts all youi 
books. 1 wish you had not gi\en your son a distaste 
for history; a knowledge of it is very necessary foi 
a young man of his pno’e^sion. He has written to me 
from K^is( rslauter; good God, what a name ! He doei 
not yet^eem certain oi coining to Paris; he says s 
thousand pretty things to me, very well turned 
he thanks me for the news I sent him, and tells me al 
the little misfoi tunes attending his retinue. I doat oi 
this little colonel. 


* His book upon the Truth of the Christian Religion. 



Owr abbe Bigorre eartmdy e»tr«a49«ier k) give credit 
to fta one but to hitn^ ooUcemitig flie from Home. 
It ia an ioatite to say that the holy Aifher id a Spaniard, 
tod that tbe ambassador is the dupe^; tve shall see 
Ibis, for ft cannot be cotOitiod^ ^this sj^read mgie will 
rtiow us oa which side it mugi its :^y. For my part 
;i dponld be paitient, if Avignon could return to you ; 

a hapintess H would be, to marry PauliiKi with 
;.ll»a briHknt name ! 1 long to ask you how M. de la 
TTOuste is; Beaulieu, yod know, could not inform m«« 

Jfl return, I must tell you that Corbinelli is more mys- 
^caCtban ever; be is far beyond St. Theresa; he has 
dkcovcred that my grandmother in the height c^her 
soul, Wat quite f|istilled in prayer; be has bougtit a 
iKMk of Marlaval’s for nae, of which neither my son 
Bor I unddr^tani a word. In short, he is still the same 
man be hiliamaysbote ; he no longer writes to me ; this 

♦ Thc feMowiiis anecdote sufficiently authorised these suspicions : 

Meaante Vlll. being then Only the signor Ottohoni, and lutving a 
dedre to be a c«Rlitia4 without it costing him any thing, had a 
■ppl^a nwr which the dooit Olympia often walked. At the court of 
^thit lady he had a friend, through whose means he CDgaged hci to oome 
ii^ bre^ast in his gardeh. He prepared for her a very elegant re{>asT, 
4A|l*a $i4$otrd on which were her arms. She immediately percei\ed 
ft, and^iitdered the sideboard as her ofni; (or it was die ^Kion to 
inut her flowers or fruit in gilded vases, iriiith were coTisidefcd as pre- 
i;M|its also. On leaving Ottoboni's, the mutual friend said to the {irebte, 
mt Olympia understood his gallant intention, and was deliglitcd at it. 
’^iOtloboni took his friend into hU cabiinn, and showed him a bcHutifui 
pearl lucklace, saying, ** Tliis will go with the sideboard/* A fortnight 
promotion took pkee, in which OttolK)i/i was includc*^' ; and he 
hmedtet^y sesathe pearl nedtlaec to the jeweller, and erased the arms 
ton his plate. 

^ 'tte rignom Olympia Maldach'mi was slster-in-luw of pope Iiitio* 
^ "(jpamphtli) ; she had great influence over him. Fiunrc Has 
Usa duped than she, and the pope Ottuboiu was at uitgrstdvd 
M)ttoboni the cardinal. 

4 Jane-Frances Fmnlot. baronass de Chantal. 
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taste hasMibsided; 1 hear of him, and as I haveirriling 
enough, wc have agreed upon this silence, without pre- 
judice to our.prejicribed friendship; that, you know, can- 
not be disowned. 

As to delicate constitutions, they deserve to be con- 
fided in ; I sincere^ own to you that after the situation 
in which I have seen mademoiselle de Meri, I begin to 
think her immortal ;* and cons^lerlng the prudence of 
madame dc la Fayette, and the attention she pays to' 
her health, I am of opinion that she will get the better 
of all her complaints. God grant she may; she is an 
excellent friend, and worthy of our love and esteen^. 
But now to my health; this sffould make you tremblof 
God has continued it to me so perfect, that I am sur- 
prised, and it would alarm me if I were as attentive to 
myself as you are to me. I was yesterday in our charm- 
ing walks, and the weather was as fine as in September: 
1 do not let these fine days escape me : when the wea- 
ther changes, 1 keep my room ; in this respect, l am 
no longer the same: I formerly made a foolish vow to 
go put every day. I already dread the departure of the 
chevalier, and IVI. de la Garde.^ Explain to me a little, 
more fully how it happened that the pension of the latter^ 
was stopped ; have they ceased to pay it, without as- 
signing a reason ? must a poor man accustomed to this 
comfort, be left to starve, without being told a syl- 
^lable? It grieves me, but there are some things which 
require explanation. Our good Berbisi * vi^rites me 
wonders of you and your grandeur: a president and 
two counsellors of the parliament of Dijori have been 
in Provence; they were disappointed at not meeting 
you, but they sounded your praise to our good pre^ 

• President t Mortier to the parliament of Dijon. MaJame de 
Vigny’s great-grandmother was a Berbisi, and mother of Jaot-Frantea 
Fremiot, baroness de CbtstaJ. * 

VOL. IX. 
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who is entirely devoted to you. My daughtei*- 
is gone to Rennes for a few days upon a rela- 
ijpirs taking the veil ; she was sorry tp^ga; she has 
taken her trinkets to the mint, like the rest. Your 
brother desires to be kindly remembered to you. I 
have just been writing to Coulanges; he is quite fasci- 
nated with the prince deTureiine ; d{jnot be displeased, 
chevalier; it is to degrade this name, that I do not say 
M. de Turenne ^ 

LETTER DCCCCLXVL 

TO THE SAME. 

The Rocks, Wednesday, Janu-ry 11 , 1 6 G 0 . 
Goob heavens! what a new year’s gift! wJiai v.ihhes ! 
what could be more calculated to charm me? 1 wili 
tell you a feeling I have just discovered in myscll ; if it 
could repay yours, 1 should be satisfied, for 1 have no 
other coin : instead of the kind fears which the fre- 
quent deaths that surround you occasion, and which 
make you think of others, I offer you the real consola- 
tion, and even the joy, which frequently arise to me 
from my being older than you. The thought that,thc 
oldest goes first, and that 1 shall probably and natu- 
rally keep my rank with my dear child, constitutes 
the true charms of this feeling. What have 1 not suf- 
fered, when your ill state of health made me dread a 
reverse of the order of nature ? These w'ere trying t^es ; 
let us talk no more of them; you are well, God be 

• It is well known that Lewis XIV. had given llio title of prince .o 
the viscount de Turenns. The nohihty wrre off iidcd at this preference. 
They were still more so, v/iien, after that time, he affected <o refuse the 
title of marshal of France, and to take only that of prince : thus can nobi- 
liary pride (I’orsueU nobiliaire) degrade the nobleat minds. 
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piaibe<l; aiiJ every thing has resumed its natural 
course. God prcscrcn you ; I believe you hear my tone' 
of voice, and !:noiV me. 

I now come to the. chevalier; I have no hesitationi 
in believing that the climate of Provence would agree 
with him better in w'inter than that of Paris. All those 
who, like, swallows, fly to your sunshine, afibrd suffi- 
cient testimony of this. Put, while I rejoice at his 
being sensible of the difference, I am grieved at his 
having lost a thousand crowns of his income; and by 
what means? was bis regiment worth so much to him? 
He will sell it then to the mari^uis* ; but will not tl^e 
money aricing from it, in payment of debts, diminish 
the interest of loans ? Settle this account for me, which 
miiLfs niv uneasy; 1 ca!«.;r.t figure to myself the cheva* 
lit r de Grignan at Pans, without his genteel and neat 
• little equipage; I cannot see him walking on foot, nor 
inquiring tor places to Versaillcvs; such tn idea cannot 
enter m3 ’ head ; thi? article is interlocutory ; ah, how 
happily tin? term of chicanci}" finds admittance here! 
NeithVjt^do I comprehend \our .^ixty-fonr people, be- 
sides guards ; you deceive me, this cannot be your mean- 
ing, you must give me a nniheiiictical demonstration. 

With regard to Paulina, you cannot surely hesitate 
respecting the cljoico you have to take, between good 
“and evil. The superiority of yuur understanding will 
r #ily point out to you the true road: every thing 
leads you li your duly; honour, conscience, and the 
power posscr.s. When J consider, how much sh« 
hai> coriectcd herrell in a short time to please you, and 
how niueli she i. improved, you will be answerable for 
all the good she neglects. As to reading, you are too 

* rii« chevalier df Crignan, att^hilng the rank of field nmishal in 
had leave to keep his reghnent, that lie might al’tei Hards wsicn 
tia In uuf ikc in't^r^uis dc G'igvuu his iicpbcw*. 
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much engaged in conversation and discussion to at- 
tend to it: we are more quiet here, and therefore have 
leisure for it. I even read works I had ^ltghtly run over 
at Paris, and which appear quite new to me. We also 
read, by way of interlude to our grarkd lectures, scraps 
that we meet with, such as the fine funeral orations of 
M. de Bossuet*, M. Flechierf^^ M. MascaronJ, father 
Bourdaloue : we pay a fresh tribute of tears to M. de 
Turenue, madame de Montausier, the prince, the late 
Madame, and the queen of England ; we admire the 
portrait of Cromwell : these are master-pieces of elo- 
quence, which charm the mind. You must not say, 
** These are old they are not old, they are divine. 
Paulina should be made acquainted and delighted with 
them ; but this ta calculated solely for the Rocks. 1 
know not what book to recommend to Paulina : Davila 
is fine in Italian* we have read it ; Guicciardini is very 
long; I should like the anecdotes of Medicis, which are 
an abridgement, but they are not in Italian. I w ill not 
name Bentivoglio again § ; let her confine herself to 
poetry, I do not like Italian prose; to Tasso, il 

Pastor fido, &.c. I dare not add Ariost^mhere are some 
bad passages in it; let her also rcad^istory ; let her 
cherish this taste, which may long preserve her from 
idleness: it is to be feared that if this part of reading 
were suppressed, there would be scarcely any thing to 
read ; let her begin with the life of Theodosius^. lie 
Great, and let her tell me how she likes it. This, my 
child, is a letter of trifles; we set apart some days for < 
chatting, without oft'ence to serious matters, in which 

• The bishop of Meaus, •f' Tlie bishop of Nitmei. 

X The bishop of Agcn. 

§ Gui Beniivoglio, cardinal, and aotbor of the Civil Wars in Flai^ 
ilf rSf, and several other works* 
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we always take true intet^st. Adieu, my beloved child : 
we wish you every happiness this year, and many more. 

LETTER DCCCCLXVIL 

« 

TO THE SAME. 

Tlie Rocks, Sunday, Jftnuaiy 1 5, 169Q. . 
You are right, I cannot reconcile myself to the date of 
this year; it has, however, been already begun for some 
time ; and you will find, that, let us pass it as we may, we 
shall soon find the bottom of the bag that contained the 
thousand livres*. 

You really spoil me, and so do my Paris friends ; the 
sun has scarcely gained upon us a barley-corn, before 
you tell me, when you shall expect me at Grignan ; 
and my friends desire me to fix from that hour the time 
of my departure, in order to haaten their joy. Such 
pressing civilities flatter me h-ighly, and particularly 
yours, which admit of no comparison. I will, then, 
sincerely confide to my dear countess, that between this 
art^eptember, I cannot entertain a thought of leaving 
this country ; this is the time when I send my little 
means to Paris, of which only a very small part is gone. 
This is the time when the abbe Charier is treating for 
my fines and sales, which amount to ten thousand livres; 
but more of this hereafter; let us content yourselves 
I with driving away every hope of taking the least step 
before the time 1 have mentioned. 1 will not, however# 
say •i.hat you are my goal, my perspective; you know 
it well, and that you are so firmly rooted in my heart, 

* Madame de Sdvignrf compared tlie twelve months of the year to a 
hag with a thousand livres, which i« cxiuwsted almost u soon as it is 
opened. 
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that I fear M. Nicole wouifl find niudi difFicnlty to prnn^ 
you away; in j^hort, is my disposition. You use 
the roost affectionate expressicni possible to me, in hop- 
ing you roay never see the end of the haosY years you 
wish me. We are very far from agreeing in our wishes; 
for I have informed you of a very just and very proper 
truth, which God will, doubtless, grant, and which is 
tiO follow the natural order of providence ; this is jhy coin- 
fort through the thorny road of old age : mine is a 
tional feeling, and yours too extraordinary and too kind 
a one. 

I shall pity you when M. de la Garde and the che- 
valier are no longer with you ; they are excellent com- 
panions; but they have their re?«ons, and that of bring- 
ing to life the pension of a man v\ho is not dead appeals 
to me very important. You will liave your child with 
you, who will suit his station at Grignan very prettily ; 
he must, for various reasons, meet a kind reception there, 
aud you will, no doubt, heartily embrace him. lie has 
written me another charming letter to wish me a ho}>py 
new year; he appears quite forlorn at Keyserslautc r : he* 
gays, nothing prevents his coming to Paris^ but waking 
for orders from Provence: that this is the main spring 
which sets him in motion. You seem to make him wait 
along while ; his letter is dated the second instant, and 
1 supposed him at Paris; let him go thc^re, and after 
having made his appearance, let him fly to embrace 
you. This little man seems to roc qualified for a good 
match, and if you should find one for him, you nay 
easily obtain his majesty^s permission for the reversion 
of your noble post in his favour. You find that his dis- 
position and Pauliiia^s are very dissimilar ; they must ne- 
cessarily, however, both be possessed of certain qualities 
of the heart ; temper is another consideration. 1 am dc- 
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lighted that the marquises sentiments please you ; I could 
wish him a greater taste for the sciences, and reading, 
but this may come in time. As to Paulina, that de- 
vourer of' books, I had rather she should swallow bad 
ones, than have no Igve for reading ; romances, plays, 
Voiture, Sarrasin, have all been exhausted ; has she 
dipped into Lucian? is she capable of enjoying les Fe^ 
tilts Ltitres ? History should come next, and if she doe^ 
not find her account in thU, I pity her. If she does not 
like the finest wui ks of devotion, so much the worse for 
her, for we know but too well, that even without devo* 
tion ourselves, they are charming. With respect to 
ethics, as she would not make so good a use of it as 
you, I would not have her meddle either with Mon- 
taigne, Charron, or any others of his stamp; she is too 
young. I'he true morality of this age, is what we learn 
in conversation, fables, history, and example. If you 
were to bestow a little of your time upon ber in con- 
versation, she would reap greater benefit from this, 
than from all Uie rest. 1 know not v. lietber what I say 
hstwor^li your reading, 1 am vciy far from being wed- 
ded to m3" opinioTi. 

You ask me if I am still a little devotee, of little 
worth ; indeed I am, and to my regret am nothing 
more. AH my goodness consists in knowing ihy reli- 
gion, and in Signification ; I cannot imposed upon 
by fal>e Tor true religion; I separate the shadow from 
the substance : I liope I am not mistaken in this, and 
that^^od, having alreadv' endowed me with good senti- 
ments, will continue them to me; past favours, in some 
measure, guarantee me for those to come; so that I live 
in confidence, blended, however, with some fear. But 
1 must scold you for saying our Corbinelli is the dtviVs 
your brother is bursting with laughter, and I 
scold him as well as yom How ! the devil's mystic » 
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mih who thinks of nothing but destroying the empire of 
the devil; who constantly attaches himself to his foes, 
the saints of the church ; a man who sets no value upon 
his body, who endures poverty with a Christiaitl or what 
you n’oold cal resignation ; who never omits 
celebrating the perfections and existence of God ; who 
never judges his neighbour, but always excuses him ; 
who passes his life in the exercise of charity and useful- 
ness, insensible to pleasure ayd the enjoyments of life; 
who, in short, notwithstanding his ill fortune, is wholly 
resigned to the will of God! and this you call being 
the devil* s i7}i/stic! You must own, that this is not the 
fiortrait of ijpur poor friend ; the expression, never- 
theless, carries with it an air of pleasantry, which at 
first excites a laugh, and may surprise the ignorant. 
But I resist, as you see, and support the faithful ad- 
mirer of Saint Theresa, of my grandmother, and the 
fortunate Jean de la Croix*. Now 1 mention Corbi- 
nelli, he vrrote me a very pretty note the other day, 
giving me an account of a conversation and a dinner at 
M. de Lamoignon’s; the performers were the host, IV^. 
de Troyes, M. de Toulon, father Bourdaloue, his cein- 
panion, Despreaux, and Corbinelli. The subject was, 
the works of the ancients and moderns ; Despreaux was 
an advocate, for the ancients, with one single exception 
in favour of a modern ; who, in his opinion, surpsissed 
both the old and the new. Bou^daloue^s friend, who 
presumed a great deal, and had joined Despreaux and 
Corbinelli, asked him what writer it was who held so 
distinguibhed a rank in hisjudgemerit ? Despreaux would 
not say, Corbinelli joined with the Jesuit, and earnestly 
entreated Despreaux to name his author, that he might 

• A Spanish prince, the intimate friend of St. Theresa, so sublime 
a theologian and spiritualist, tliat it was considered extreme vanitj Ui|Hs 
uanslator to have pretended to understand him. 
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read him night and day. Despreaux answered smiling: 

Ah, sir, you have read him more than once, I am sure.” 
The Jesuit resumed with a disdainful air, ttn co/al ruo 
amaro (a,, bitter smile), and pressed Despreaux still morm 
closely to name this wonderful author. Despreaux said. 

Father, do not press me." The father persisted. At 
Icngtli, Despreaux ^ook him by the arm, and squeezing 
him very hard, said to him, “ Well, father, since you 
will know, it is Pascal." '^Pascal!" said the father, 
reddening with astonishment, " Pascal is clever as &r 
as falsehood can be so." Falsehood!" resumed De- 
spreaux, “ falsehood! know that hi| work is as true as 
it is inimitable; it has lately been translated into tbre«fc 
different languages." The father replied, ** This doei 
not make him a man of more veracity." Despreaux 
was heated, and exclaimed like a madman, What, 
father! will you say, of one of your brethren having 
published in one of his books, that a Christian is not oblige 
ed to love God*} dare you say this is false?" " Sir," said 
the father, in a rage, ** you should discriminate." Dis- 
criminate !" said Despreaux, discriminate ! zounds, dis- 
criminate! discriminate whether we are obliged to love 
God or not!" and taking Corbinelli by the arm, flew to 
the other end of the apartment; then returned, and 
walked to and fro like a man distracted, but without 
approaching the holy father, and at length joined the 
company in the dining-room: here the scene ends, and 
tthe curtain drops. Corbinelli has promised me the re- 
"r?h^nder when we meet; but being convinced that you 
will lind this scene as humorous as I did, I send it you, 

* Tills is one of the famous disputes wliich Despr^ux is said to have 
Biipported in more place* than one, upon the subject of the love of God, 
and was, perhaps, the first that gave rise to his idea of the epistle to the 
abb^ Renaudot, which he did not write till 1695. See Ep, XXI. of 
Despriaux, and 10th of the Frovln^al Letter*. 

c 5 
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and if you read it in a good humour, 1 am sure you will 
be pleased. 

I ajti informed that several duchesses and great ladies 
hare been enraged, that, though at Versailles, tlx-y weie 
not at the supper on Twelfth-night; these are what are 
called miseries. You know the other news belrcr than 
1 do. I bare sent Bigorre’s note to Cuebriac, who re- 
turns you a thousand thanks; he is satisfied wirli 3^0111 
Court of Love. I consider Pauloia' very clever in being 
able to play at chess; I am afraid she would hold me 
in contempt, if she knew how much this game beyond 
my capacity, • 

Fltd^ M. DE SilviGNL. 

I AM very much of j^cur opinicn, my sister, re- 
specting the devilh mysilc; I was si: uck with tlie evpres- 
sion; I had turned the idea on every side, and rrndfl say 
nothing to plcr.se m 3 *seif upon it. I thank \uii for hav- 
ing taught me to explain, in so few wa-rd^ aiuj vvJi» s / 
much propriet}^ what had so long been revolving in ovy 
mind. But w^hat I admire the most in this 7ny$tic is, that 
his tranquillity in this state is the effect of Ins devotion ; 
he would have some scruples to emerge from it, because 
he is of the order of Providence, and it would be ini- 
pious in a simple mortal, to pretend to act in opposition 
to its .dictates; we may therefore conclude that he will 
never go to mass, as the delicacy of his conscience w ould ‘ 
be hurt thereby. As you have, at length, allowed I3ou- 
lina to read the Metamorphoses, 1 advise 3 ’ou to be no 
longer uneasy respecting the books that may be put into 
her hands. Has she not a taste for all pretty histories ? 
there are a thousand little works that amuse and adorn 
the mind. Would she not find pleasure in reading many 
passages of the Roman History ? has she read the his^ 
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torv of the Triumvirate? are the Constantines and Tfaeo^ 
d^i vases exhausted? How I should fear for her active 
and lively mind, if you did not exercise it! As she has 
tile vulgarity, like her uncle, not to bite at the subtle- 
ties of metaphysics, I pity her, but do not think I blame 
or despise her : I have* reasons not to do so. My. belov-^ 
ed little sister, adieO. 


LETTER DCCCCLXVIII. 

TO THE SAME, 

Tlie Hocks, Wednesday, January 18, 1690- 
You have too many apprehensions 6^ a state of heedtb, 
which w'as never so perfect before this is the real 
cause of your alarm, and makes you find more security 
in the delicacy of others. My poor child, we are alh 
mortal ; but I admired, the other day, with what truths 
you told me that it was never for yourself that you 
feared death, to which we are all sentenced ; that this 
never entered your thoughts : this is so extraordinary, 
that, after having admired you, I dread your indifler- 
ence with regard to yourself, and conjure you to think 
of your preservation, in favour of those who are adf* 
vanced sn far before you, that you can never reach 
them: my idea is more just and natural than yours. 

Is it possible that you caft find no purchasers for your 
S^ompany? This will very much etnbanass you and the 
enH 5 ;^}ier, and is a great proof of the extreme poverty^ 
of the times, jVJ. de Pomponne wrote to me like a good 
friend, at the beginning of the year ; he loid me he had 
not the least doubt that I should pass the winter here, 
as 1 could never have more substantial rev^^sons for my 
i'tay. Every tiring however has its limits, and I should 
bo glad to see the care you bestow on } our turkeys, it 
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is R great pity to be so good, and yet absent, and this 
from necessity: let us then own, that this is a very dis- 
agreeable period. I am very desirous that you should 
have your son with you, he has languished too- long in 
that tormenting place that is so difficult to write* ; let 
him go straight to you, and he can return with the che- 
valier. When 1 observed the latter, disposing of him- 
self for the winter, as if he were a different man } chalk- 
ing out the tbne, and taking the necessary measures for 
his departure; I wondered at his having forgotten how 
winter acts upon him, and supposed it would not be 
long before he discovered he had reckoned without con- 
sulting the gout; he excites in me more compassion, 
than I am willin^to tell him. I can easily conceive 
that the duties of Wk mistress of the house may some- 
times divert you from the office of nurse; but duties 
must be fulfilled on all sides, and you are never defi- 
cient here. I think you are very happy in having M. 
de la Garde. You say many things to him, that you 
could tell to no other person ; this is a great consolation. 

I conjure him to believe that it was only the errors in 
which you left him, that made me complain unjustly ; 

I have long loved and revered bis merit. I wish you 
bad by accident preserved the letters I wrote to you, 
respecting the deputation, in which 1 apostrophised 
M. de Grignan for assistance ; I should desire you to 
show him this enthusiasm. F spoke truly however, and I 
wonder at your idea, that, if you were king, you wouldL. 
deprive the governor of Britaiiy of this nomination, 
you find that no king, from the time of Charles the 
Eighth, ever thought of doing so ; and, except when an 
enemy is desirous of distinguishing himself by such an 
insult, no one ever thinks of coming to ask the king 

* Keyserslanter. A towo in the Lower Palttinste, tskeo bj tbt 
French in 1688 . 
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the name of the person whom all Britany, in full as- 
sembly, appoints to pay their homage to the king. Is 
it no.t natural for a governor in his province to choose 
his deputies? does not the governor of Languedoc and 
of other places do the same? and wliy, then, should 
this distinction exist with re^rd to Britany, which has 
always been free, whose prerogatives have been always 
preserved, and which is as considerable l^ its extent as 
its situation? In short, did not our great heiress* de- 
serve to have her marriage-contract faithfully executed? 
For my part, I can perceive no harm that this proceed- 
ing could do to the king^s service, being similar to the 
rule observed in all other provinces; if 1 were in his 
majesty’s place, I should prefer ancient cust6ti?to 
be kept up, and that the governdr of Britany should 
choose a native of the province, to come and pay the 
compliments of the province. But M. de Grignan, and 
you, my child, have deserted me; this, indeed, I should 
never have suspected from you, who are so situated as 
to feel these alterations; I thought you would follow the 
sample of M. de la Rochefoucault, &c. But my suit 
is trampled on, it is not examined, 1 am tried without 
mercy, and am deprived of my principal judge; I am 
going to write false upon the arret of the parliament of 
Toulouse, as Buri said ; 1 will avenge myself instantly; 
this is the fact. There is a person who has certainly a 
great share of wit, but it is so delicate and so easily dis- 
gusted, that she can only read five or six sublime ant 
elsauisite works of distinguished reputation. She can 
not endure history; a great misfortune, for it affords 
pleasure to all the world : she has another misfortune 
she cannot read twice the very books which she prefer 

* Anne, dnehess of Britany, daughter and heiress of duke Francis L 
and Margaret de Foix, married Charles VIII. king of France, as he 
fint husbind, and Lewis Xil, successor of Charles Vlll.| as her second 
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to all Others. Tuis person says she is insulted, when 
she is told that she is not fond of reading; this is an- 
other cause to Xiy» But speaking of books, nav dear 
Paulina, I have found what wdll do for you : it *ls the 
Life of Pope Sixtus the Fifth, in Italian ; I ijavc read it 
with pleasure; it hets jusli^occnrred to me. Is it not 
true, my child, that this book will amuse her? Good 
heavens! how ^handsome and entertaining I think thii 
little girl! how I long to see her! 

For a fortnight past we have had hurricanes that have 
dismayed us; I have uot been able to walk; and on the 
day I saw the sun perish in that thick cloud, after hav- 
ing shone all the day, could I do better in your service 
thtfifly as I did ? You are a thankle-^s girl, if you do not 
prCvServe your health, out of gratitude. I enclose you 
a letter of thanks from my good abbe Charier; bad he 
written to you as be writes to me, you would have liked 
the natural simplicity' of his stvk ; but your sublime 
wit has embarrassed him in a sun und an atom: do not 
fail to answer him ; pay him lor me, and assure him 
that your will always be very attentive to his atom; 
that you shall always see iu him the son of his father, 
and a man to whom v^our mother has many obligations. 

Your brother sees only such parts of your kiters as 
[ am willing to show him; 1 need only say there is no* 
:hing here that will muuse him, and he inquirLS no far- 
her. His wife is stdl at Rennes, where she uj detained 
i prisoner on rx':ount of the floods: she is vexed 
It it. We do not compare our sun v,iih yours : vve 
vhat degree we are in, and that your are neither 
.0 long, nor so short, as ours. Adieu, my dear love; it 
leems to me that you must feel how much I love you, 
md that I need not tell you: it is Qjt however ulvvays 
>ossible to suppress it. 
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TO THE SAME. 

lUx.ks Sunday, January 99,, D'go. 
rooD la^nons, what a sii-ration you are in ! how press* 
a otic ! ami how niiu h and seiisibly I auj grieved 
u it! Jvil, 103^ chlitf, iiov^ '^yeak ariJ iutile arc wishes 
jpon siuJi occasion?.! and huw neealtss J is \o tpR you, 
liAt it' 1 had now, as I have had, soaic portable sum 
'dii'ii d< pended on me, it diouid soon l>c \ ours i I am 
iverwlir hned vvi^h a or little credito's n ho dun and 
lireaten me, and ! do not know whether J sha.i be able 

0 sAtoty loem, u'l I o vd hoptd to do: for I am ooite. 

iftiicated by the ob)i^ .tior I am oniier ot paying im- 
mediately ji )00 livres by vva\’ ol bne, and the pnc'e of 
he estate of niadamc d’Acd^ne, I have pur* 

lia.ed, lf> avoid payini; i 0,000 if I had waited two 

vear.i longer. Such, then, is ni\ ^’taatioa ; but this 
,-,,only to ac<juuint, you with the Liter impossibility 
»f Illy assisting you. Your brother appears to me to 
i'eel for you, and 1 am pev^uaded he wca'd ptib)-!!! his 
duty better than your rich prelates, if the liinos were 
*s they have been, that is, if it were possible to ben ow. 
He will talk to you himself, and tell you his opinion of 
vour aiVairs. I have also set forth to him the embar- 
rassments of your little colonel ; he mentioned the sub- 
me the first, some time ago, pitv Ing regret- 
nng, lil.e Us, that the chevalier had not the manage- 
ment <jf liim for the first year or two; notliing could 
have been of so much service to iiim as such a master; 

01 short, 1113^ dearest child, no one but God can confine 
so great a number of disagreeable things within the 
hounds of resignation, in which you appear to me. To 
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return to my son ; he had some anxiety on seeing a 
stripling of bcvcnteen or eighteen at the hea 1 of such a 
troop. He remembers enough of past times, to knpw 
how difficult it is at that age to command old offiwers ; 
and this difficulty would have been removed, if he could 
have had his uncle to establish him : this is a very dis- 
agreeable and delicate time for him.. Cannot you as- 
sist him with some prudent counsellor, to advise, him a 
little ? For, in short, he is alone, and cannot at his age 
know a profession that requires more experience than 
any other. I have conjured you to send for the mar- 
quis to Grignan ; what will he do during the carnival 
at Paris and Versailles ? do you think he will acquit 
himself well of the duty and compliments he has to go 
through ? I perhaps do him wrong ; but he is very 
young, and little accustomed to this business ; in short, 
I think he has more to perform than he is equal to. I 
resign the pen to my son, I will resume it again pre- 
sently. 


FROM M. DE fiVlGNE.' 

The maternal uncle now writes to you himself, my 
dear little sister, and assures 3^ with the greatest sin- 
cerity, that were he possessed of the fortune that is his 
due, that if land were money, and not a mere song, 
m illusion, &c. you would see by some very strong 
proofs, how much I interest myself in what regards 
^ou ; but, alas ! my beautiful dear, 1 am surroun^^a 
mly by people whom I may imprison, who entreat me 
io do it every day, who live in places belonging to me, 
wrbo pray for me, as they say, and, at the same time, 
issure me, that as to money, I must not think of it ; 
(uch is my situation. If, however, by some not impos- 
uble event, I should be reimbursed a certain sum that I 
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am promised, you may be assured that I will apply it 
in such a way as to rouse the paternal uncles, who, in 
the^idst of forty and fifty thousand livres a year, see 
you groan, without doing any thing but praying for 
you, as my farmers pr^y for me. Good heavens ! why 
do they not neglect their buildings a little, which they 
will quit sooner than they suppose, and why do they 
not think* of supporting the only prop of their house for 
the future ? Were J to dwell longer upon this" subject^ 
I should be in a rage ; I will therefore discontinue it, 
to tell you that I think your son very young, very in- 
experienced, very little calculated to support so great a 
burden as that with which he is laden — a regiment of 
twelve companies, at the age of eighteen ! If he is mild, 
they will use him just as they please : if he is severe 
and haughty, let him beware of finding fault without 
reason ; for, to exert authority, and to*be in the wrong, 
subjects a man to great humiliation. If he is obliged 
to act with rigour, it must be at the utmost extremity ; 

he avoids this extremity, the consequences are dan- 
gerous, particularly with respect to the old soldiers. In 
short, I pity him : he is promoted loo early in life, and 
this advancement is his misfortune ; it would have been 
better, either that the chiPlilicr had kept his regiment 
for some time, or that Providence had ordained that he 
were capable of serving, and consequently of attending 
to the conduct of this dear boy ; all these monsters, 
these dragons, would then have disappeared, and roses and 
lilies would have sprung up in their place. I sincerely 
wish, iny dear sister, that some joyful event may speedily 
happen to you, and that I may partake it whh you. as I 
partake of your anxiety at this moment. I will not, I 
can assure you, lose any opportunity of diminishing it, 
if it be possible ; and in this I will employ more zeal, 
than others do indifrcreuoe and perhaps repugnance.. 
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riiOM mmjakk lo: sEvrcNE. 

I THINK what my son says is perfectly true. This 
place, w^hich was \he cause of orr joy, occasions you 
great embarrassrarTUs to support it ; but cousitler, luy 
dearest child, for there aie t*mes when nothing must he 
left undone, that Do’-vi >dy '^ is yours ; this is a Jjttle 
spot that p’.euitl kej)t for a rainy day; but 

you cannot be r;o re b Le -ed than you arc at present. 
Have yo\i proovrly disposed the good president of Bei - 
bisif ? VJvLrt him, perhaps he may find means to 
procure ycu some iiioaey upon this mortgage : my sig- 
nature shall be wanting. Tiiis is all 1 can say to 
you, and the Cf.ly Ihing I can do for you. It is in vain 
i6 ttiik to ipo of your luaUli ; it is impossible that you 
can sleep with so many dragons, without your blood 
being healed, a.-d iUii'king cr’v l^clepiedations. I am 
quite uneasy abtut you ; and I pity the cbcvalirr : 
what a gituatimi, and what an over-all is this ilu.uma- 
tis;n ! M. de Grigna?r eppears to me in perfect hcallh. 
It is tree, I thought ? !. de la Garde employed with his 
workmen; how could 1 gue^at his situation ? unless it 
had been told me, it was im*ssib!c. It is however to 
this ckcuittstancc that yon owe the sweets and consola- 
tion of your society — though you are melancholy, it is 
some comfort to be so together. I wish you could 
know bow much I feel your vexatious tiiough at the 
distance of two hundred leagues tiom you. But how 
ridiculously one writes at such a distance ! I often relate 
ridiculous things, for the sake of chatting wi'h you ; 
and forget that you are overwhelmed with a thousand 

♦ Au esialc in B»irj:upfty> "hlch kelonged niadamc dc S<!;vign<?, 

'f' Pi^sld**ni it Mofuer of the [.‘arliamcnt oi Dijon, and a uear rc’a- 
twz ui Madame de S6vigr<i. 
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subjects of uneasiness : I am really ashamed of myself. 
■Vladame tie la Faj^ctte mentions you and the riievalier 
to ffte in all her notes ; sIiG is far frem well ; she desires 
me lo^toll you all her grievances, and that ^he could 
not help being delighted at your son’s having a regi* 
jnent. Her little daughter-in-law was highly approved 
nt Vio'saillcs, even ^jy Ids majesty j she has given up 
every thilig j she fv’cb the charms and relief of this, 
nuw lanjil}^ 

If you had s-jcn the answer of M. d^Aix, you would 
thought it very serious, aud written in a style 
which does not at all resemble his, nor the letter I wrota. 
him. The destiny of the man who would obstinately 
\iie at the foot of a tree, is friglitful indeed ; this was 
despair ; he was stopped there as jf by compact. Your 
account did not make me cry out ; it astonished and 
afiected me in-a manner suitable to the subject. It is 
cruel of you to recollect Moiiferin(;il ; this is, wilhout 
contradiction, the most ridiculous period of tnv life ; 
have you no other in your imagination ? Drive that 
away, I l^seech you; it was a lot thrown upon me. 
Adieu, ray l)est and dearest child ; 1 am quite unhappy 
about you ; ^nd how can I be otherwise ? Two years 
to elapse^ without receivingl^your salary, besides ajl that 
you had to support, your arrears, and Paris,. and, in 
^ort, every thing ! This grand edifice was more in 
fieed of support, than it was necessary to build new 
adcs. inlorni mo when you find a purchaser for your 
:ompany. You say you hear no news. Does not the 
narchiouess d’fluxelles constant Iv write to M. de la 
Garde ? 
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LETTER DCCeCLXX. 

:\ME. 

The Rocks> Wednesday, January 25, lC9i>. 
How I pity you, my dear child, fof being obliged to 
read such dull letters ! but I should pity ydu much 
more, if you preserved them ; it would be curious if 
you were to do as you did at Sainte Marie. I knew 
that M. de Sevign6’s horses had run away ; this tells 
us, that we should hold young peopleVith a tight rein : 
sister Paulina, this is for you. I was told that the sun 
set in a tremendous dotti on the 2ith of December, 
strange circumstance ! and that the fog was very thick ; 
this informs us, sisters, that we should not walk at this 
season. This is all I can remember of the fine lecture, 
and all the moral that can be derived from it. 

Your taste is blinded ; mine is a better criterion by 
which to judge, when I say I like your style : w^ithout 
flattery, it may be said to be perfect, and no one 
can write better ; I am certain of what I advance, but 
I say no more on account of your menaces^^ You have 
thrown your verses at ray head very opportunely, lo 
amuse me, and divert me from attending to the short- 
ness of your letter. I think them ve»y pretty and gal- 
lant, and upon a new subject : my son is of the same 
opinion : we will send a copy of them to our friend 
Go^brlac, who w\\\ be delighted with them, as he was 
with your Court of Love. One word more respecting our 
readings: yesterday w^e read the eleventh book of the 
first volume of M. Arnauld^s Perpctuitc de la Foi (Per- 
petuity of Faith) ; he answers some attacks and accu- 
sations thrown out against him by the minister Claude. 
Go^d heavens, what arguments 1 what harmony ! how 
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e defeats his antagonist every moment ! We thought of 
yu'j, supposing that you would have been delighted ^ 
andtoat the book was ^ rthy of you ; and this was the , 
eulogium wc pronounJL^' it- 

I informed you, in my last, of my ^ for extricat- 
ing you out of your present difficulty ; this is an idea 
which must be natural to you, and you may make what 
use of it you pleas*e ; you know whether 1 shall want^ 
entreaty, when my signature is necessary. Our mar- 
quis is to be at Paris on Sunday the 22d. I am 
told he will be surprised to find, on his arrival, an 
order from Provence to go and join you ; but I have 
so good an opinion of him, as to suppose he will be yery 
happy to pay you this visit : and if it were otherwise, 
and he should have some regret at eighteen to leave the 
carnival, this very reason at eighteen would make me 
think it still more proper that his youth should be im- 
proved at this beautiful period in the bosom of his fa- 
mily : he is in a situation where he can no lunger act 
the child, and I doubt that he still blends a little of thia 
character with that of the colonel. He is not done 
enough, as madame de la Fayette says : another boiling 
up at the corner of your fire, will be of infinite service; 
and if it please God that he should return to Paris with 
the chevali it will be a great blessing to him : are 
not you of i.i j opinion ? You will have infinite joy in 
I embracing this dear child, and not without reason. 
You have said not a word respecting the chevalier’i 
health ; this, perhaps, is a good sign. I rejoice wit! 
him that M, de Peauvilliers, after having nine girls, haj 
at length had the wit to beget a son : he has followtc 
the advice you gave to Guitaut ; if he had been vexed 
and changed the cards, he would never have had an 
heir; this fancy is laughable enough. One of yowi 
last night made my son lauf^rh heartilv. wVf * 
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the flying report that M. d’Ormesson would be chan- 
cellor; Brother,” say you, I wish my mother \sould 
marry him, she would then be the chanccllor'^s hufy, an i 
we should go to Chaville.” There is no explaining 
flight, yet it almost killed us with langiitcr. This pas- 
sage would have a fine effect in your select readings ; I 
defy 3 *ou to say it, and derive any benefit froiii it for 
the community. I now return to madame de Beauvil- 
liers ; if you or the chevalier have occasion to write to 
him again, it seems to me that a compliment \mu had 
received from Britany, in testimony of m\' joy, would 
be very natural, and shorter than the calculations that 
arc sometimes made. Adieu, my love; God conduct 
this letter, and may it arrive at a time when your heart 
IS somewhat at easr. It has snowed extremely for these 
twoiJ'o'ys; this is tlie first time 1 have imagined it was 
winter, danghter-in-law is still at Rennes, block- 

aded by the inow. 


LETTER DCCCCLXXI. 

TO THE S^ME. 

' The Rocks, Sunday, Jtnuaiy' 29, 1690. 

Your arc Jiot yet arrived, at which I am melan- 

choly and vexed, w ithout being surprised : 1 am much 
more astonished I see the couriers arrive in such«j 

tremendous v»eatlier. The waters have been so much 
out, that my dauglitcr-iii-law, tired with being detained 
at Rennes, ventured to return, and was bold enough to 
ford her \wdy on horseback, and the water was so deep 
.that her horse swam for several paces; instead of being 
well received after this exploit, she was severely scold- 
ed; she wanted to be drowned, and we, who know what 
drowTiing could not forgive her. She. hopes that the 



MADAME DC SLVIGN'E. 


■47 


to which she exposed lierseif, will be the means of 
producing a reconciliation with you, for having left me 
for iHVte wliole weeks, she went with so uiucii reluc- 
tance, that she deserves consideration even upon this 
• score. \Vc have been confined to the house for these 
ten or tw^elve days; but if it should be fine weather 
only for two days, we shall find the walks as dry as at 
Livri. 

1 liad o'^rlier intelligence than you of your sou’s ar- 
rival at P^vfis in good health. If it be true that the mar- 
quis waits for ^ our rnswer to repair to Grignan, the car- 
nival will be o\ er. I send you what Beaulieu has writ- 
ten to me ; as thi ' extravagance made us laugh, we hope 
it will have the f'\inc eiilcl on you. I send you also some 
more verses agamsf guning; but 1 always find, to the 
honour of Dangeau, iUy. he is a constant exception to this 
almost general rule. I wish you could find a purchaser 
for your company : it is the constant cry, that there are 
times \v hen the want of money is not perceptible through- 
out hVance ; I, who begin to be of the contrary opinion, 
wish it were the case at present. M. d’ Arles would be 
very happy, not to find any to build with ; his council of 
conscience is very large, and very commodious, if he 
approves of this last loan; the residence, 1 think, might 
well be dispensed with ; but what will be compile;, and 
^ytot I expect from the wise heads of that country, is 
tha^ the archbishop will grant both: he will build, and 
not reside; he will boirow', and not pay. Fie, fie, as 
you say, upon foolish heads, that spoil all, and even de-^ 
stroy society ! It was your fault that I did not do jus- 
tice to M. de U Garde sooner, and I scold you for it; 
w^ould you have me possessed of the gift of divination? 

1 reasoned justly, according to appearances. Secure me 
the friendship of this good and holy man; you are bound 
to do so. You iia\c liot told me at what game the trea=“ 
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surer of your proTiace ruined hraiseir: with owr pe^r 
Harouis*, it wss from m. desire to please erery body; 
this was his foible; he fMmd it was impossible to refuse. 
I do not excuse him^ but this shows, at least, that the 
best things in the world may bfi perrerted, when they 
are not regulated by judgement; it is so rare a fail* 
ing, that never, perhaps, will such another example be 
met with, founded on the abuse of true generosity. You 
are prudent, my child, in continuing at Grignan; this 
may be called consulting our council of conscience: 
those who robbed madame de la Fayette did not consult 
theirs ; they took from my poor friend, who was gone 
to lie down from languor after dinner, five hundred 
crowns in louis-d’ors, which were in a little cabi- 
net, to which none had access but her two maids, 
her valet-de-chambre, and footman. She can suspect 
no one of these: they have all been interrogated, but 
without effect; and she still lives with these people, 
which is most unpleasant; for the loss of the money 
would create no great inconvenience, as her children are 
so capable of assisting her directly with such a sum ; but 
to be still served by a person who has made so free with 
her cash, is enough to disturb a woman already op- 
pressed with so many complaints. 1 knew that M. de 
la Trousse kept his chamber; can this be called a cure ? 
Beaulieu highly extols the marquis’s conduct, but he 
has not yet forgiyen M. de la Trousse. M. du Boisf 
has sent me his book upon la Vmtable Religion (True 
Beligion), and the Moturs dt VEglise Caihoiique (Man- 
ners of the Catholic Church), translated from bt. Au- 
gustin. The name of this saint, and the reputation of 
the translator, will induce us to read it; though after 

• Treasurer-general to the states of Britany. 

•f* Philip Goibaud-du-Bois, of the French academy, author of sereral 
tianslationB of St. Augustin and Cicero. 
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^bbadif, Pascal, and VHUtoire 4fe -^EglUc (the Hiatory 
o^the Church), it is almost martynlotti ; at least we think 
it soV our mimis are to biaat^ in thi»r favour. 

I wish you as good a ttato of health as I enjoy; all 
my little ridiculous cWplaints have disappeared ; when 
it pleases God, they will rettum ; but I tell you my pre- 
sent situation. We hare good milk here, and good.; 
cows; we are much disposed to skim the cream off 
this good milk, and to mix it with coffee and sugar; 
this, my child, is a very good tlnng, and will be a great 
comfort to me during Lent. Dp Bois approves it for 
the stomach and colds, and tMt, in a word, is the milk- 
cofiee, or coffee-milk, of our Alliot. This is all a 

person can say to you, who has Ho letter to answer, and 
who hears and seen little, like La Fontaine^s pigeon*. 
But, my dear countess, I think much of you; I am 
wholly occupied with you ; I feel every thing tbatcoa**^ 

. cerns you, sensibly; I am always with you at Grignan;* 

I pay niy respects a^- compliments to all the inhabit- 
ants ; I nurse the chevalier, pity him, make melancholy 
reflections upon his situation, and feel all the eonse- 
i|ucnces; I converse with the count, whom I love better 
than he lovetf himself; I amuse myself with ftmlina; I 
reflect w^ilh M. de la Oarde; J give some 

rnpR on the knuckles; I sigh with the fyl^S^j^j^pect 
marapiis; and, above all, I passionately love my 
dear child ; 1 prai«c her good head, her good conduct, 
'I’jdwisli she may p< r^evere in her foititude. 
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LEttER DCCCCLXXIL 

TO THB «AME, 

The Roi^kii^ Wednesday^ February 1, 1690# 
STe have nothing but a succession of snow, rain, and 
^inds that blow alniost a hurricane; but when these 
tempests have subsided, the days will be long and hae; 
j^e worst is, that, let the weather be ever so good, and 
^ time pass ever so awiftiy, you cannot touch your 
e^venues : good God, what a horrid anticipation ! ninety 
ninety -one, and as we can look forw^ard ; 

^ver was there such a diastpation : we may be sometimes 
a little out of our road ; bur to be plunged over head, 
Wt of all reach> is a thing that ought never to be« Such 
a subject cannot be discussed at a distance, for answers 
swe necessary ; but w^e may sigh, and, whatever grief 
may await us, we would rather all than live in 

ignorance, I want, as you say, the map and the key 
of your sentiments; I must enter into your affliction, 
friendship requires it. I comprehend that the only re- 
medy that could be useful to you, would-be fatal to your 
interestr-Ut, and your reputation in the province : 

you anyone that this is not the proper 

way to Srt a post, and that biding yourself in your cha- 
teau, without knowing bow to get out of it, is not the 
proper way to spend a whole winter. It is happy fur 
you, as you said the other day, iliat the misfortunes of 
your poor friends soften yours; it is a great relief to be 
able to talk of them, and to receive mutual comfort from 

* M. de Crignan bring compelled, for the sake of his affairs, to transfer 
^^the salary of his post for the years 90 and 91, had retired to Grlgnan to 
^ pass the n inter, instead of spending it at Aix and Maiseilles, or taking; a 
, journey to court. 
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mch other; bat I am reiy sensible that, in your present 
s^uation^ it is impossible to read, ^uid it is only in jest" 
that I teaze you upon this subject ; how is it possible to 
be amused with past times, when the present inflidb 
such bitter pangs ? i know what this situation is ; oii€ 
reads the same pt^e twenty times over ; and 1 assure 
you, that, well as my son reads, I am so df^tVacreil, aiS^l 
take sucTi frequent journeys into Provence, that I could 
easily comprehend your traveN, if you were obstinately 
bent upon reading. Ail 1 wonder at is, that God pr'e^ 
serves ynor health in the midit of so much opphessroht . 
How sincerely 1 pity you! for bow fatal is the pres^l^ 
state of your afiairs to your poor boy's establishrnetiW 
He is at length at Paris ; it Istrue^ he was somewhat tardy 
im’teaving the garrison, but he is now paying his court 
at Versailles. I am informed that he hopWto sell .hia 
company ; this is good news.. I am always uneasy vtheit ' 
I think of his being alone^upon that great theatre I 
imagine, after he hai been there a shoit time, he will 
think of nothing but the pleasure of visiting you. Per- 
severe, my lore, in talking to me of yourself, with >ut 
fearing to tire me ; my friendship is better ph a-ed tb 
share your grief, than to be unacquainJe^ with it. You 
walk about your buildings, and lo thb 

north wind and the sun, as imprudentl’ji^"%^vmi had 
lipt fVisdom^ by your side. I have shown '’-my son" a 
letter ui which he is mentioned; he says a thousand 
kind, and a thousmid ridtciilous, things for that part 
which relates to his wife ; hut 1 nm not paid for wasting 
my time in telling you all these. Noihing enn be more 
pleasant than what you say of the death of rhe marquis 
d'Alluie, and the conse quences you d. frf>rn it to be- ^ 
gin the assault; if I had said as muLc, you would hare 


* M, de la Gaidc. 
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made a^grcat noise^ and would have treasured it as. yojji/ 
did the account of the visitation. 1 am very much pleas* 
ed with Paulina’s letter, 1 have not time to answer it to* 
jday; you will laugh when I tell you I am in a hurry, 
it is true, that I am not often at a loss for time ; but we 
have here at present two/^nen of great sense; one has 
Ireen ten years Avilh j\I. d’Alet, the other is an advocate; 
these men would do well at Paris ; .1 am going th receive 
them. The parliament of Kcnnes have this day met again 
in their fine palace, and the .whole city re-echoes with 
acclamations, and is iHuminated with bonfires. J an- 
swer my dear little Adhemarf with the greatest friend- 
-sfeip ; poor child ! how happy she is, if she can be con- 
te«ted! there can be no doubt of this~but you under- 
stand me. 


LE^ITEPc * DCCCCLXXm. 

rfiOM ni: scvigne *ro tue count de 

The Hock*,, February 5 , iCro. 

d< :: will at first sight present to you a aolitude 
and a desert. I\I y son and his wife spend a considerable 
poilinii^of time here: they have both very good 
§ensc..^. It your letter (of the (ith of January) 

•found But, TUY dear cousin, before I tell you what 

1 am doing here, 1 must begin with il.c church, and 1 
return a thousand thanks to our p: clau;J; for the lionour 
of his remembrance. I truly h it it : I hud often thought 
ofterim ; I even said so totheabbe de riO<^]uette, who came 
ii) our slates; but I stopp^^d there, and, finding myself 
-too distant to make njyself undci stood, I contented my- 

‘ *f- Mary Blanclio, eldest daughter of maJamc de Giiguan. ^he was,* 

pun at Sr. Maiy at Alx. 

J Tlio hislioj) of Alltun. 
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with carefully preserving Hu my heart the sentW 
m'^nts of esteem and respect which are invariably felt' 
for Liai hy aii wiio have the honour of knowing him. 
Fn this disposition, his natne met my eye on opening' 
your letter. I leavd you to judge, sir, what joy and 
what gratitude I fek at his procious remembrance. Af-- 
ter our prclAte has seen this part of my letter, I jcoil- , 
cUnie h6 wii! not have time to attend to the rest^rf k,' 
and that, being now in his closet, attending to his^bwit 
affairs, 1 talk to you with my usual freedom. I see 
no one with you but madameiide Toulonjon> and my 
niece, who do not deter me : I thkill: you ate in excellen* 
company, and in such society^tbto^e is no subject yo^ 
might liot discuss as well im ki Paris. We have eom^’* 
tiine^ also very good conversations here. I came into 
this country, as you know, with madanqe de Chaulnes, 
ten. months ago. 1 was often with her at Rennes, and , 
she took me on a very pleasant excursion into Lower Bfip 
tany. It was there the duke de Chauines received an 
order from the king, to repair immediately to court, and 
afterwards tb ’Rome. This overturned all our plans of 
going to see the fleet at Brest. We returned very me- 
lancholy to Rennes, and on the 20th of August they 
set out for Paris. Madame de Chau lott caibe here to 
take leave of me, where she slept, tue With 

real sorrow. I had hoped to return wifi) lier bs I camey 
but Providence had arranged otherwise. ' 

You know the rest of what concerns the journey to 
Rome : I was left here with part of my family, in a 
charming house in the midst of my business’, for l%ave 
two estates in this country. I have gained nothing by 
the raising of money ; I had no plate to dispose of. Thd 
beautiful Mudelonnc is at her seat in Provence, and I 
am very quietly in this. I think 1 shall return to Parish 
towards the end of the summer. This is my mode of 
life, and my plan, God ruling over all. There is no- 



SA'earneslIy desire as to be religious^ and oe« 
with the only impoptant work we all have to do- 
We have excellent books; but I own, that though my 
l^htd ia thoroughly convinced of this great truth, my 
pNrt is not affected as I could wish it tt> be, and this 
HMe makes us feel how ciiii^ssapy to us is the grace of 
M i aim inclined to end here, my dear cousin ; cant 
f at a better place? every subject would appear 
fiiinoiows after this. I trust, however, that the' good 
God will not be displeased at my adding a word re- 
apectin^ my friendship you, which is unabated, 
9 ^ will last to the my life. I syem not to havo 

j^fficienily embraced ihe two aoniable women wHo are 
it your side. 


LETTER DCCCCLXXIV. 

VllOM MADAME DE S£VIGn£ TO MADAMIS DE GRTGNAN. 

Tha Bodc», Sundaj^ V^hmuf 5 , 1690* 

I STILL wonder, that notwithstanding aU I know of the 
melancholy turn of your thoughts, you cmn write so 
freely, so pleasantly, and so 'humorously, as you do. 
Your brblhef,iij^burstjng at what you say of Corbtnelli ; 
and, likobiml^l^iitik your comparison between the mys« 
tics- and excel lent indeed; the former, by dint of^ 

distilling thieir brains, evaporate into hcrt tics ; the lat-« 
ter,' by blowing the fire, produce false money ; if they 
hptb deserve a gibbet, 1 say that, with your St. The- 
nisa^you would be at the foot of that on which my 
hHend was hanged. But now for a quarrel: 1 deny the 
charge you bring against me, of saying ica Imaginaires^ 

* Eigbtec*T» lcttrrr> of M. NIcoIp, entitled Imnginaii es ei - 
which, with all the ornaments of the Peliles Lcilres, are ■' i-'f 

to them in elotiueuce and solidity. 
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were charming; I never made Use e# this eacpfe^idl|( 
ItHs a supposition^ ike subtleties the eiettr coustt 
gnan, as the advocate said who pleaded for La 
maintain it, I did, not use the word charmingt this 
supposition of tlie dcune countess de Grignan; 1 said,/Sflj 
and very fine: the justice of tWif reasoning claims thiae<l< 
logium, and your praising tlsfefia was suiBcient togivem^ 
this idea.of them. Ttius you see the want of good 
but 1 will read them again, and, at all events, thej^roltd 
council yv\\\ not fail me. j ^ 

I am satisfied with yoor i^v«ers to all my queation^ 
and should be ftfrry to have the li^one aversion yon htn^ 
to reading things twice ovt^r., Jt^jpciad your letters agit{^ 
and again, with all the sentuntmts they deserve, accordK^ 
ing to the different subjects; and sometimes you say 
such humorous things, that it is imposalj^ not to 
laugh, as if the heart were light and unwotinded; hit' 
short, I prefer thjs reading to the finest books 
world. You are astonished that I do not think of letrt^ 
ing this country t>efbre September; but consider that I’ 
am now in the very centre of my business in Lower BriV 
tahy, and that the sun, which rises higher and higher 
every clay, will socm htingthts period round. You ex:-* 
cite in me a strong inclination to talk by en^ 

lering so well into all I say ; but youilHpk ^^timidly 
at the distinguo * ; What are you afraitfwi rhate they 
not livings enough? 1 hear your answer, tbeinfluench 
J\f others is more than all ; well, be it so, but do at 
like father Gaillard, and as they do at our neighbour^S'ff 
where the story was thought highly amusing. At length,' 
my dear child, you will have your son witli you, pro^ 
vided the king^s journey to Compiegne does not intatw 
fere with that of Provence. He is paying his court, I 

♦ The Jesuit who disputed witli Boih au 

•f M. de Lamoi;;pion. 



hear he has very propcrfy been in 

Fayettej find inacJame de Chauincfc ; 
fc^t poSibte to do betterf. .1 hope he will not forgot 
l|M,dauie de Lavardiii, as you love my friend}?. I have 
j^rd.your /ni^siic (CorbineBi) jSraisc the boolc on the 
FfiUacy of Iluaian Virttliq^i^ighly ; be had ficen it in 
manuscript, being a frieiwtidf JVh whom he 

^nsi^ted in liis work ' : l»e has told yon a thousand 
tifijps that this was an admirable book, but you attend* 
ed.' tf> him no more ihan to his praises of Hochon ; a 
tas^ ,for these thijigs dKl>ttot .ihen prevail ; there is a 
for every thing.;^fj ,wcmld very willingly read this; 
bflok upon ills I'i comfiJ^dation.., We have just finished 
ib-e history of tiie Con^u^ of Cyprus ; a very pleasii\ 
and interesting work. I am only afraid tliat Paulina is 
ijiot sufficiently informed of the afFaii's of Europe ; but if 
she is, will be delighted with this history. The 
translator is a relation oP the conijitroller-general (Pel- 
t^ier); my son got through it in four days. Our car- 
Itival begins to-day ; it consists in assembling five or six 
men and women of this.neighbourbood : we shab pl^y 
and eat, and if the sun should appear again, as it did 
yesterday, 1 shall walk with plea^re. The notes of the 
lionet, th^^tgj^*tit, and the wren, already begin to 
nsber in<the^i|||miiig 9 this month is often milder than 
of your north*wind that torments us. 
A\ all then, we must give absolute credit to 

your foiirsqore guests; 1 believe, if there were too many,, 
|bo chevalier and M. de la Garde would advise yon to 
fei^o^e the supernumeraries; for in these years of the 

• Jaques Esprit, of the French academ), juth^r of.'. Look cntMtii 
lu Fausseic dcs f'^ertui Iliimcdncs. 

Tills work is only a heavy comrneutery on iLc maxims of Ro^Lpfon-* 
emit. A man of genius drew a system IVotT) li, iii the eighte?' 

Jury, more controvertlbl# thai. ccudcmmLk, 
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iron age to you, you should go on gently, to a^oid;; 
digging new abysses. I shall pity yoa very mucb# 
when you lose the two Grignans; their society 
counsel are a real^omfoet. Like you> I should be 
der apprehensions fof’ M. de la Garde, with respect 
the bird-lime of the faubou^HSt. Jaques^; in this iV 
sped there is nothing to be done, nor smy precaulioiii : 
to take:. it is the concern of the Holy Ghost alone. :l 
want to know who is this mistress of ray son, whom Mi 
de Grignan has so unceremoniously called by a name' 
which perhaps she does not Reserve ^i^r we can assure 
him, that he often thought bimselrin love, -withoui^ 
ever being so. I can answer for it; that his heart nevcf^* 
knew any real attachm^t till bb marriage, to the great; ; 
happiness of his wdfe and himself. 


PROM M. BE SkVlGNE. 

Ah ! here I come at the very moment I am named : I 
take up the pen, suid interrupt the discourse, which aU 
ways appears too hmg when I am the subject of it. I 
begin by telling you, my little sister, that all your re- 
flections on Me dtviVs mystic arc charming ; he neglects 
what the vulgar call first duties, and soars:itr!Kdght to the 
seventh apartment of St, Theresa, wheV^ISb distils and 
blows with all his might t be is still c€^Wg,SjP« shalt 
sc^ whether he will some day obtain the pMoMpher’s 
stone. Who was this mistress, that M. de Grignan took 
the liberty of naming so familiarly before M. d^Auchf 
Had you not her in your mind, when you wrote that 
your sister-in-law was gone to make either a devil or 
an angel, in assisting at her cousin’s taking the veil?. 

* Tlas foiuboa»t^ wae ir.lia!>itod hj Janscui.ts, t<nd perbor.s of rigid 
devotion, wlio in’icht torn M. de la Garde Poju hi$ iaurily, aod 
from cver^ tie oi' huu.un afTcction, 



remain as Aey are, let us talk neither of 
devi^sj^ at|j^are very well in heaven, and 
I&6 devil too is very well in his place. Let us leave the 
§6or souls who are doing penance ;ib]^^3ur universal raa- 
in jje^e. 
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from me ; it is now restore*d ; but I 
nu^.to say, tha^^^ embrace you heartily, 
you for all tt\e of kindness which 

^ delightful letters. I have 
(^ver wronged you^J^e^t, l^knpw its value and perfec- 
Jl^^, and if I have giyptt yoij^l^oraent^s uneasiness, 
must forgive me. You seem to have changed your 
fard to M. du Plessis*; tell me your 
o not find he has committed any other 
tfolly ^han marrying. This is not a contagious disorder, 
lyi^.wpuld not prevent educiU^g your second sou 
properly; impart to me thpti why you h^ve changed 
your sentiments ; it is of coiiseque^e to madfame dc 
-Vius. The poor abbe de has di^ ip ymir country ; 
he went to drink the watets of Digne for vapours which 
.t^tere incit^ble, 

'-f My you spoil me, you destroy me, you 

make me a foolish woman pulled up 
^ith^^iaij^jl ibis is saying every thing. We love you 
much here; my son would dispense with his vvife^s 
i^ing sot charmed with your perfections; wc tell her of 
^our air, your voice, j^ouv niannerb, which she uiider- 
but too well. For my own part, I should be ex- 
:1^emely obliged to any one, who would deprive me of 
half my sensibility with regard to your interests. 

♦ He had belonged to the oratory, before he was intrusted with tlie 
Plication of the raatquis clc Grignan. Madame de Vins had thought of 
h;m as tuto^ to bee son. 


jpinionw^^l^ reg 



LETTJBE DCCCCiXXV.’ 

TOtVB SAMBi 

The Rockf, A^Wednesday, Fej^ruaiT'^, 

ErtRY thing els^JpiUiflig^ nij^ dear child> tell me iiimlie** 
diately how it happens^ that madame de Reinid * 
with you ? Do you send for her to come tmd coiwuti Im 
you, as if she were in the rue St. Hoijjeirdi and 
the hotel de Carnavatel^^ife lf thedistande 
to Grignan were not greateT^^hati the distance ffote 
to Livri ? I cannot conceive whet Could have induced her 
to take this second jtsiiiiftiy* Pfeor wofnan! I really dil 
not astonished" that she lias pains all ovet A«’f, Gbed 
heavens! what a dear child Paulina is! so pr^^y, so dn- 
tertaining, so sprightly, so amiable. I Cadency Irf&e 
all her perfections from hence. Without wi8hiii^''lo 
commend the qualU^ of mimiciy, I must confe^ls that 
it is one of the things that Afferd the greatest mirth : liis 
I am persuaded th^- Paulina will not make a bad use of 
this talent, and will confine the exercise of it to her fa- 
mily, I am hot sorry that ^e possesses it; and I hope 
to enjoy it with you some day, God being how* 

ever always understocrd. Her brothe^^^NS^Me ape 
too, but he has other business opon"*'liPbfiijStj hhlh 
fhken up with his soldiering: you will see wMt 
^ys of him, and how little attention he pays tb the Car- 
nival ; in fact. Ins prudence artd solidity are astouishHjg. 
He takes his meals at La Foirieris without any ceretatohy, 
or great variety. I wish he would sometimes visit lha- 
dame de Coulanges, who is alone; she would be deliglit- 
t^d with him. Ilut what say you to this company, tot 

♦ A millinpr of Paris. 

t A favouiitc eKi)resj,ion of madame Reiul^. 



cannot a purchaser?' is it possible that 
io a bit|;g^n should not be eagerly caught 

thlJ^lainty^^oiira the failure of money. How is it 
tlten that you manage for your, spn^s equipage ? what 
p||^>|ncrease of expense^ and in wha^.a time of scar- 
city ! this exceeds imagination. ^ I bare told you all 
my thoughts upon this subplict. I si^pose the marquis 
able to pay you a visit; the king^s journey to 
;)p<M|a^egQe is only to review his household. I know 
that the stronger, proof that jcan be given of disconti^ 
Huing a pension is^ not to piyir It;; !^ut I asked whether this 
was a general evil ; for youjrnow it is not pleasant to be 
singular in misfortune. If the roads are as bad in your 
country as they are here, I pity ftlj, de la Garde ; all in- 
tercourse is nearly interrupted in this province. 

JBut, my dear countess, how is your health? I left you 
Indulging^^bed, playing the fine lady, wishing to be 
nursed in your turn; this is all you will tell me; these 
colics are however very painful things^ they are real dis- 
orders : you are ill all over, like i^dftme Reinie. Pau- 
lina is very facetious in making that ver$€ of the Miserere 
a subject of melancholy ; it is indeed a shocking thing 
to say her mQtlicr conceived her in sin : this deserves con- 
sideration, and leads to consequences. 1 find her little 
' imaginati^||||ii^on made comparisons that arc very 
our difierent portions and species 
of wit: if we durselves were to compose the dose, we' 
.-ohould infuse some of every kind ; but we must be re-j 
aigned to this, as to every thing else. I find the mar- 
quis has a good assortment, and pauicularly of the so- 
lid and permanent. As for you, niv dear love, who 
have received some from so many VMiif.us quarters, you 
would, in conscience, be obliged to c JiiMirmicate it, if 
^ H depended upon yourself : but why is not a traffic al- 
' Jowable in this respect? superfluillci on one side, might 



be exchanged for deficiencies on a^idlherf and tbis^oo1<|^ 
make all perfect ; it is a pity tbktvtbls ia not the fashion,^ 
and that God did not ^hink proper to fix it so, IVL 4% 
Grignan would a 'grOat sale for his spirit of justic^ 
and harmony ; i£ is pertain that he has endeavoured' 

•et us at variance ;‘'what he si^idnf you was so probabl^^ 
that I really thought it true* ^ ^ ^ 

But h^re is a subject of contention much 
rious: you say that*I have read the same 
three times over; this is\yery insult injgj^ these arc ol% 
sins that ought to be in considci^ation of the^ 

advantage I derive from ticnig able also to read'Ul^^ 
finest works in the w'orld, such as Abbadie^s, Pascal^% 
Tsicole’s, Arnauld^s, and the best histories, &c. as often. 
This quality does more good than harm, as it does ho- 
nour to books of merit, and is so proper ^^ass.some 
of the periods of life agreeably. In short, nS^ child, it 
is a quality I wish you possessed ; but let us embrace/ 
why should we burthen ourselves with a quarrel that 
must necessarily end at Easter? Let us do it now with* 
a good grace. I ask Paulina, ho\v she Las passed her 
carnival, for she is at an age to enjoy it. We have hadr 
some very rational and agreeable visitors ; they played 
incessantly, and I was left entirely at But last- 

night, without having observed any^f^ifil^ion, myv 
daughter-in-law retired an instant bef^P^supp^, .andj 
iftimediately the servant who sets out the table entered/ 
d».^gult,ed very prettily, and told us supper was ready/ 
We went into the sup per- room, which was illuminate^ 
and found my d inghltr-iu-law in complete masqueradi' 
in the midst of hors and our servants, w ho were also ^ 
masquerade ; thc^^e who held the basins, those wio. 


handed the nj^kins, all the officers, and all the lack-, 
eys, were masked, forming a group of upward^ of. 
thirty persons, most whimsically dressed. Our surprise; 



Tlff^ IflStf tfce^tnlrthand laughter which thir 

*irbitti occaaic^^, liiated all supper-time; for we knevr 
Mt who waited upon us. After supper, music being 
y^rided, they all danced passepted8,,>Iinuets, courants, 
riffileountry-danccs. At length twtelve struck, and Lent 
Do you recollect* '^y love,, the Shrove Tues- 
^days^'W ha^ passed together, and’where we slept so 
I am always delighted to find you in 
^^^y'penod of my life, and always with the truest af- 
>;ttectiotr. Adteisj^%e all lo^ yuu here, and I love and 
th^nour Ml there. 

LETTER DCCCCLXXVL 

TO THE same. 

The Eoclts, Sunday, February 12, 1690. 

1 WISH, my dear countess, that you had read over your 
letter, and that it could have struck you as it struck 
Ms : Paulina’s follies would havudiverted you a second 
tnne ; you recount them so humorously, that they lose 
nothing in the narration. We see a little imagination 
that catches &rt, and sparkles at every thing, and which, 
the her pretty person, never mistakes its 

')jsct. in love with her; he has so favour- 

de.an that, in his opinion, she surpasses 

grealMit beauty : he wants to see her, and to have 
rr picture; and from the place where you speak of 
carnival, which she feels in the marrow of her^ones^ 
began as you know how, ami, reading aridT^Si^ng 
turns, he at length got to the end. Do you recol- 
rci when your brother read the com. dy between your 
mynd (le Sanzei r no one could help lau'j! hing that saw 
im^ He entered, then, into this pretty scene, as well 
Itt his wife and myself, and we felt the effects of. the 



Hoviring ibacw^ 

.y accident at the y^iwig 

cer who was at the battle of RocfQi# where he distio^ 
guished hinaself'*^ agreeably by killing the trumpet 
vvho^had waked the«prince too early in the momtj^l 
inadaii3e''D****> her picture, M- de Ghrignani €oaiea% 
my child, that these various 'Objects, 
by Paulina^s vivacity, most necessarily 
humorous eflect. Sftie makes you keep the. 
whether you will or We have 

M. de Grigfian’s taste} hretatigh cannot fail 
forth the risibility of the most ^reserved ; thesuspe0M|l 
oF the chevalier^s gout, and his thinking midnight tbii 
best hour in the day, with your laughing till yon Hffd 
ill, are indeed strong proofs in favour of Panlina. 


ntOM M. DE sevign£ 

And what can I ^ty after thisi my little sister? It h 
precisely what I should .have said myself. 1 laughai 
till I cried at this ptctote, which you gave us with so 
much fancy and vivacity. The gaiety which consists 
in being disposed to any thing, eating pudding instead 
of beef, and dancing figiires we haverM|iW«een, is s0 
much suited to PaultnaV age, that it she 

her part naturally : but as my motherijKtl^U you 
Tthought upon the different scenes represented by thrjf 
d^ar child, and as I should only sully what she, 
brilliantly, 1 shall urge to you very strenuously wh»^ 
she has only slightly touched upon; this is, that 
conjure you ip t most serious manner possible^at 
does v * . > in-law, to send ns Paul ina^s picitv 

as soo ^ainters returning from Rom^re* 

quent!} • there may be some guodoncs 

i t ^ vve request this favour of you moil 



' . Any one th^t C9t9^d\scmi-^ 
pose,i^> seti^^Jpno^ ^f M. de Gdgnao tp thp degre<^ 
yoa^gf€#6i^ a^id'i^ suspends the torture af the un*^ 
^rtufiate Sights, appears to me somfrvhirg more thaa 
l^or^l. But whiUt this captain^cat one time a y^utb» 

^ ^nd at another a veteran o(&cer, was boasting of hia 
fy(^.^ppd;^rtun^ what sok) M. de la Garde? 

like the rest? You cannot imagine 
we are fascinated with Paulina’s charms; 
of her constantly^ she was so young when 
that I have jnde^ 0 <^sion to be informed 
she is at present is there no one of your ac- 
\qaaintance who can give me some idea of her ? In short, 
»y beautiful little sister, assist ps# in this respect, as 
much as you can. 

FROM MADAME DE SEVIGNE. 

You see I have not exaggerated my son’s infatuation; 
he ^tells it you himselL I also am somewhat curious 
to know where M, de la Qarde wa«|» was be in bed ? 

he any scruples at seekig this representation ? he is, 
however, the foremost of Pxulipa^s admtDers* As to the 
borirait wUch my son requests so earnestly, 1 advise 
\uu to daH^tej^rashly ; it wjll be time enough when 
pu go Aix : the size must be the same as 

yu % by^pe^inand ; it would be a companion to ih&v 
Omadame de Henrichemont. I find the poor marqu'** 
i^orthened with all the affairs of the house : I should 
for they were too much for him, w ithout tliO assistance 
of \aiUe, who knows every body, and who will relieve 
ant^onduct him to the ministers; he may also be of 
serv^e to him in the disposal of his co.npapy; such a 
XBan is of real service. As you say, my child, every 
tbiii|^ now depends upon a head of eighteei^j whilst all 



rjwmeWSitiii' Tor ^ 

It Is of^od that 

'I be a melatidioly things if IW 
. <irig»an, and thcre^ drink at the 
.cl counsel, which he hlust necessarily 
eery ,attenli^ to the sequel, and 
. 1 have’/Vom court : I'do 

ther I remember right,^ but I ihiuk the propo^i vt^m 
not relished. What! does JM. il’Aiguebonfte ^h 
another defeat? it height offgloryi^:^ 

marquis to give him thfe <ftllMi*Stroke ; in vchiw^ip^ 
the good Rochon must assist Vaiite: but I do not ihiM 
M. de Lamoignon will make you take this step; hd 
will advise you to get letters of state, till you come 
yourself to complete what you have so well begun ; 
ibis is my opinion. At all events, inform truly 
of your intentions ; they are of highest importance 
to me. " , . 

I scold you for bdin^^neasy, ithen my letters do not 
come eitactly to an hour 5 'why should you believe 5 
am ill, rather than thdt the rivers have overflowed theii 
banks ? All the inhobatants of the hotel -de Rochefou- 
cault are driven kWay by the ^ter, after 'having been 
banished by fire f kM the lower story is a The 

water runs in our street as far as M. that 

you have greater reason. to be astonished vraWtlSdokU'* 
tier? do arrive. But really alfthat you say to itok:fe-sc 
kinch so aflectionate, so natural, there is such iiti air ol 
truih in it, so aflecting to my heart, that, after having 
corrected you for your uneasiness, 1 am compelled to 
own to you, that I fiiv‘ real pleasure in it. I know not 
why you reW yourself of the proposal re- 
specting : I am aw^are of vour delicacv : 



but so. far frbtti thing fatal in it, or that cau 

S “ “Tce you thtnfc of the future, it woukl gire me real 
sfaction, b]^ Aaltmg me ^joy> during my life* the 
venience you may derive^rom it ; auu the more so, 
laby my reserying the reversion, which the.se b'ad times 
rend^ necessary, 1 doJi^ ms why, upon such an eroer* 
gioey, you may hot make use of this expedient, par- 
you have the good Berbisi for a coirespond* 
Wt. Adieu, my dear; 1 am convinced that no one can 
'kmeJike you, except maternal affection is 

and filial so extraordinary, that 

mhilsil am doing mrfy my duty, you are a prodigy* 
1 believe, however, thi^t there is a dose of tenderness in 
my heart, which operates In your favour, and which 
other mothers do not feel ; this made me say, some time 
ago, that I loved you with an affection formed on pur-^ 
pose for you. 

Marshal d’Estrees is going away for two months ; he 
will see his brother ,|he cardii|al, be will marry all his 
children, our Bretons say : in sborti, we sbali be-wiih* 
out a governor. 1 am l^e M. do.€rr»gnan, I wish M. 
de Chaulnes would inform you of a little more than tri* 
fles; thmare many dagreai-l^etween seeking yM by 
land aqdj^ water, and tibc secrets of an ambassador, 
i Coulaogei for fitting this good duke ; 

and journey were s^ long, he might very e\- 

cma^ of this indvilitjr. 
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::CCCLXX¥it 

'K SAME. 

W«4|M»<Uy> Febrowy IS, t6«0r 
a vi.uiu ^^yiyil par love, lui if nothing 

thought of *but attachioent to you, and pleasing 
and yet it is very' certain "that the intention was t6 
please others : theie is so easy as* to ^ 

those who do not obsctire tut It^inust be owned that’ 
we have great cause to blush, When, having showed 
signs of repenrtance from thinking death at hand, we 
tecover not only to lifei-'Init to all the passions that 
were supposed to be extiftCt. This certainly is very 
embarrassing, and would make us tremble for every 
dying person, since nothing but the recovery of theit* 
health can show the ^ncerity of their repentance : but 
God knows their heattss end that is sufficient We are 
frequently obliged to recurio ibis centre of all things; 
are you not, my child, plunged into the midst of impos« 
sibilities, which eveiy where surround you? I really 
admire you, but ! vritl not idlow you to coin|]«re your 
aniciety to mine: I ought Su^ fbtgct ray 
entirely, to think of nolHbig biH; what 
and this I do. All your affinrs are presstng^^TO dr^bt ; 
evcT^ thing is forced, essentfik}, and exposed to){niblie 

All the first part of tliis Letter refers to particulars of the situation 
and society of madaine tic Grignan, too jotiiuate to be understood* butf 
oliscure as vt appeats, u shows \W entire couBdence the daughter had 
in the mother, whic>\ was greater than could be supposed even from the 
letters of madame, de S for at h evident that madame cle S^vignd 

designedly, and kK h her daughter, avoided icplying to certaii| 

's honourable to tliera both, and it particu- 
of nwidame de Grignan tlte jjood opinion 



I trJjouJd not think ypn more icr be 
P*t^# if y(ni^|l^^^>cot«imanded, ujpon |;he spot, to create 
^ fiomething out ef nothing. is what opj[)r^^a^«.jniy 

heart, and occupies all nay tbopg'ii^i Y think not <n' 
myself j my troubles are potbi^g; I am not <fdmpelled 
to any th.ng: m3" ate somewhat in disordert but 
SlvShort absence will bring atl* ^thkaj^nght ; a comfort- 
able, agreeable, convenient reti^eat^qually serviceable 
to my salvation a-. U> luy afiairs, if *1 know how to avail 
which fprtt^ately happens when you 
Provence ; yoy ^kjcnovvledge, therefore, my 
best child, that 1 ou^t to feel no evils but those you 
endure. Correct yota; ideas, ^en ; think of me, only to 
Jove me ; I have long been'dverpaid by your sincere 
friendship, amj extreme grst^tude. 

I conjure you to give me the sequel of the romance, 
\n which I find Paulip;^ acts a good part, as she is upoq 
^iTns with the princ^ hef n^tber^ and sleeps in her 
ai^^rtment. It was^ibte qi^uinstsmce in her M’avels 
through France, to forget Italy ^ we request that the 
first time, she goes to Koipp, sbe wiH not forget to take 
Paris in hef way, ; 

peai^u informs nie^that the cWpany is sold; and 
the marquis writes me alittle letter fuH'of efiection ; he 
seem^^^f^^ilinite overwhelcied with business, and so 
ani I,'itf^n&antly regretting the absence of his uncle, 
who is not even in Paris at a time when he would be 
of so much service to him. It would be very unToi lu- 
nate if the marquis could not visit you in Provence. 
.You have seen by madame cle la Fayette’s letters that 
poor M. de Montausier, after having been ruined both 
body and mind, inclines at present *0 yield all the mental 
part, and retain only the corporeal^ seems to me 

^ Mt de MontAUttler died on tht I7tli of ^ulkwin^. u the Ace dt 
ilghtjr. 





e» 






this Bn ‘or;|l^ftoor a^HS 
cd u c«iBf 'to^' 

ftpoti my letter^ are'^^jsii- 
tbatr^ I were not convinced tfiat 
jf-' ^(K»itrtl-5(^5l?^Ptffol4^ read them again, 1 ahould 

of aeeing myself betraj^ed 
into pruit by cw^’'m^’TrTends. Yoiture and Nic&ife^ 
good heavens, what names ! and then what expressions 
you use, my dear child ! 

Corbinelli, whom 1 have informed of yoot i 
edness, will write to you tnarquis ; he ii i 

to dine with him at madame de Cdiflanges’s ; he is sa- 
tisfied with his understandSng. M; du Bois tells me he 
has sent you his book, ' ' 

But listen to a miracle : ^l^rshal de la Ferte^s lady* 
is so truly converted, that it is impossible to be more 
sincere ; she is in the hands of good vvorktnen, she finds 
nothing too warm. NinohJias been astonished, shaken ; 
the Holy Spirit blows wherever it listeth : but ho\V 
abundantly it shed its inffuehce npdn the first four ages 
of the rising church ! •w'feit a' number of martyrs! the 
history of 3^our bishop de Grasse is excellent. What 
popes there wet^ at that time!^ all tnarlyrs. What bi- 
shops! where shall we itteet'wWh their 
It is reported that count d^Estrees is 
rrtoi<cJle de C'roissi ; and mademoiselle de 

Torci t; this is a fine medley: it is, I believe,' li^on this 


^ It is not tlie sCi'indalous clmmicle of Bus*y only, that; ictt forth 
il:o character of Vif la V’eit<5, the tronhy sister of tite famoiU. 

countess <rOlon!ie^ tl.c - 
has not overcharged 
S^vign^ n'a*' ' 

Ninor 


If Iters of Madame prove that this satire 
v;*..' It must be owned thaUmadame de 
:ip* IH Ninon hy the side of such a woman; 
iC’' 'IK' .dured or deceived a husband, hut who 



i«ig«oe.. You will 
brojtij^r, .a your prwmce, but 
btal. It is 4e}i^htfal weath^fH tijf 
in fall chorus ; I wnik, wMlc^'fi^if'your iettm' 
wtilrmttvine affection ; 1 shqaltl be rery wury ifl oould 
hot enjoy them a second tin^ 

»c, V + ■* ,' 

LETTER DCCCCLXXVIII/ 

TO ilAME* 

Ilockf, SutMUy, February 19 , 1699^ 

If you coi^ see my dsiii child» you vvould order 
to keep Lent, and, iS|p|j^tthat 1 had no ailments^ 
^Ott would be convincedi' lu 1 am, that God had be- 
stowed «o good a state of health upon me oply to make 
l|te obey the commands of the church. We live well 
i^re ; w have not, indeed, tl^ rtrijr S^r^ * ; but we 
have the sea, so that wp want of fisht Wc 

have butter every week from l^evalaie : I like it, and 
eat it as if I w-ere a native' of J^itaDy«^ We eat bread 
and butter i^ften, and always •ihiok of you when we 

do so; my sou marks aU^his teeth it, and what 

pleases is, that I can.l^ve the marks of all 

mine^Mn^m^all eoon strew the slices w ith tine herbs 
and vied^T at night we have pottage with a little but- 
tnr, IMqcQi^og to the custom of the country, good prunes 
and fine spinach : in short, this is not fasting, and we 
jray, with confusion, it is difficult to serve the holy 
church! But why do you find fault with milk in my 
coffee? ^t is because you dislike milk ; *for you would 
otherwise think it^he most charming thing in the world. 

I drink it on Sunday mornings from 9hoi:ce ; you think 

♦ Th« river Sorgue abonndi in fiib> and watci^ the county of Ve- 
Mitrin. 
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p5d to ilkidb m 

, peflioti brea'tbe^^t t«4lt 
?%erv ai^eaab! vi"^ Hfere jelSiii llw 

, a 1 pity yoo forb^Bg 

iso often obliged to listen tosoch long insipid disconrseai 
This patience* M. ^icole could never inspire me witbj 
though he has written so good a treatise upon the sttb», 
jecL When 1 am as good de la Garde, if 

God grants me this grace, I like all sermons ; 
tlie mean while, I content niV'^elf with the Gospels aa 
explained by M. le Tt^ieux ; iWse are real sefw* 
mons, and nothing but oi^ man could load 

modern discourses with pres( nt contents. We 

sometimes read ilic Homilies of M. John Chrysostom; 
these are ditine, and please us so highly, that I persist 
in not going to fteiiH^i^f^assioo week, to avoid being 
exposed to the eloqticililiP'^jpf the preachers who hold 
forth in Mbitlf of- the p^Vfftment. I recollect the rigid 
fast you formerly on SV living 

solely upon setf^tert^^^li^^h whicS you seasoned every 
sauce, except thht livhieh might have nourished you ; 
but even in this youf vimity w^s dei^ived,^£|jy|M 
was covered with pimples frotti the heat di^^HEplWl ; 
you coptemplated your own like a in a 

pie ; what a ridiculous whim f This was youf ri^Ty to 
La Mousse, who ^aid to you, Mademoiselle, all these 
charms will decay.” Yes, sir, but they are not de^ 
cayed yet.” Good heavens, who could snippose that 
such a person could neglect herself as you have done, 
and becom^ 'O clev^^r and excellent a woman! We 
want now you so0ie vanity, some regard for 

youj^t .j y>>u are very deficient, while you pos- 
SjPtjf An eauiDafire, horses. mules« 




^ find tfte 



\im ipMh'y «o cib b4 

i of Boort^l^lfe^ 

relief, after in for it else- 

Slriiere. ' ' 


ftote ibahtl to mouth, 
[e expense^ without* 
\rs of 

' 'Sut I conjuffe' 

perhaps, you may 


Madsme de Cbaulnes te^ n^> t^t the marquis is a 
fine fellow, that he is cod^g se^ her : she does not 
will have Provence. 1 believe 

D^pany is sold^|^^|p^ it before you. It is true, 

^ that yo^^n is a||wt^ad, but he is -nci so dark as 
^SoufHei4;^^t^cannoi%sar t^^^^pariapn,' unless it be 
to run like him the The marquis 

should give you a more ^^mstantial account of his 
first journey to Versailles; it is this we wbit to know, 
and whether the spoke 

so him : it is upon ibch It. father or an 

uncle would have beeo felvice. 1 enclose 

my little note from the it pj^l^s us, for 

his intelligence iS more a citeAp ^llJMt. of others. 

If the women and courtiers, Chaulzies 

is a long while bringing ^bout pacificaiion, were 
infof||g|te|^^ that has bmn^otie these eighteen years 
agaidPfN|PI» they ^ 'w of' opinion, that if the 

succeed at I^/it didst be a master-piece of 
addrei^rand good fortune."* There are fifteen or sixteen 
chiefs, which our leisure has made us acquainted wit^^ ^ 
and which are nearly of as much weight as those who 
occasioned the suppression of the children of madame 
de Mondonville M. de Grignari knows this; but 
you have not time to'disctdtt these tridP^ m more 
expeditious to censure, judge, and be impatient. Car- 


• Sji^ foimded the cetublishxncnt of female children, supprc.'iscd in 

1 «S 6 . 
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m^hriomL 

Uinal d^EUrie$ is ani^ed. I kmw not whetlwdif JiiK 
think proper to decisis himself the. aaibassador^s anti*- 
gonist ; .we shaU sce.V He passed tbroogh Paris in his 
way to Vc..r:/:llep. and sent a gentiem^ to madame de 
!a Fayette ; he is muchdier friend. The verses of our 
• Adh^mar are vory pretty ^ those upon play are indif- 
ferent, but good^ as jKwi »ay, for bouts rimks^ laend' 
you some of La Scuderi’s for Coulanges ; what think you^ 
of them ? They arc said to be the last she will write,, 
as she is going gradually wiU||^ de Montausier f* It 
is proper to think of this dear child, after 

having lived so long ; nothing prepares us so well for it 
as readings and seeing an infinite number of persons^ 
younger than^urselves, go fii^t ^ in short, it is the cooi- 
mon destiny. But is whimsical, to be ruin- 

ed by dint of usury ! The fall of our poor d’Harouia 
is much easier to comprehend ; his passion was to please 
every body, without bounds, and without reason ; for it 
eclipsed every other passion, and even justice Mbis ia 
another prodigy,* but it is dying by a nobler sword. 
You know M. du Bois'is work, and your taste is exqui- 
site. It con^bl^m most fully the truth of our religion; 
1 think it admirable. I have not yet got to the Mceurs 
de VEgUse X : I will not thank M. du Bois, he is too 
happy ill obtaining your approbation ; but w^l thank 
M. de Grignan for bis goodness in remaining with you 
and bis delightful family. For my part, I am always 
with ^/ou, as 1 have told ypu ; and you constantly en- 
gage my thoughts in these woods, \^hore the sun shines 
as in Provence, and where I read your letters over and 
over again, with so much plea8ui*e« 

f Madame dc Scuderi did not die till 1701 ; her age was ninety-foutv 

t Mannerg of the Church. 
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LETTER DCCCC^XIX- 

TO THE SAI^E. 

The Rock*, Weclnesrfay, Februaiyaa, 1600. 
T-he letter you wrote to the abb6 Charier is a master- 
piece of its kind ; it was really a difficult task for you, 
^^cquainted as you were with tfce subject; but you have 
^adc so good a use of Uifeabbe de Kimperle, madanie 
de Sevigne, M. Char^lifWortj and madanie de Grignan, 
that there is not a single word without its weight, or 
that is not necessary. I am convinced that you did 
not feel all the excellence of this note, it%caped you : 
but I restore it to the honour that is due to it, and am 
delighted with it ; it could not come more opportunely 
to assist me in thanking the abbe, for having concluded 
a very important affair for me in Lower Britany ; I 
think I have acquitted myself in sending him your 
charming letter. 

To come to you, my dear child ; you say nothing of 
the first minister; this affair, however, must necessarily 
be attended with consequences. How have you con- 
trived about your son’s equipage? I am beforehand 
with ybii'iii the intelligence of his company being sold. 
1 do not think he will have lime to pay you a visit ; this 
grieves me, as well on your account as on his. I am 
told he is a stout lad, and that his father’s figure must 
not be expected : 1 hear, at the same time, much good 
of him ; he is polite and discreet; but it is a misfor- 
tune upon his first appearance at court, that the little 
colonel w^as not supported by any of his relations ; for 
my part, considering how much he had upon his hands, 

1 think he has acquitted himself admirably. 

M. de Chaulnes has written a long and friendly letter 
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to me from Rome, ancjcomplains that I abandon him in 
his solitude; 1 tell him, it is because I have not time 
to write, that I am overwhelmed with business, and sd 
on*. You will find by Bigorre^s little note, that we 
have reason to hope thoje long and difficult negocia- 
Uons will, at length, be crowned with success, and that 
uhat might be consider^ impossible to an ambassador 
less accustomed than M. de Chaulnes to the manners of 
Rome, will infallibly be effected. You will, leas^ 
find that the king is satisfied with his ambassador, and 
pays him well. Cardinal d^Estrees has seen madaine de 
la Fayette, who is returned from Turin; this furnishes 
matter for much conversation ; but I believx Rome will 
not be forgotten : it is said that his eminence speaks of 
the pope, but does not mention the ambassador, which 
appears to me as difficult as playing at the game ia 
which you must not say yes nor no. 

Is it true that M. du Pl^ssis is returned to Paris? You 
have not told me what made you change ypur opinion 
respecting him ; I understood that you were satisfied 
with him. The solicitude and care you express for 
your mamma, is kind indeed : I am still in good health ; 
the abstinence of Lent is salutary ; send us some of 
your fine Lisle trouts, and we will send you some butter 
that nill delight your heart. A thousand friendly re- 
gards to M. deGrignan: I flatter myself that if he 
were l^ere, he would be tempted to walk through all 
the different alleys, which would amuse him. Adieu, 
my beloved child, I cannot tell you how much I love 
YOU, nor how necessary your aflection is to the happi- 
ss of my life. 
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LETXEH DCCCCLXXX. 

TO THE SAME. 

C 

Th«*flocbs, Sunday, February 26, 1600. 

I itot hare believed that I shoiild have wept so 

much for La Chau ; but it is iitrpossible to rpad your ae- 
CGQfit of his poor wife^s unfeigned and violent affliction, 
without being affected to tears, ^his is, indeed, a pe- 
culiar misfortune, and a fate w hich nothing could pre- 
vent. The man is in haste, he wants to get to his jour- 
ney^s end : he is advised, for very weighty reasons, not to 
expose himself, or, at lea^^t, not to go into the little boat ; 
but he will listen to no one, he must go, he must he 
punctual to his appointment ; Death is waiting for him 
at a particular spot upon the Rhone ; he must meet him 
there, and perish. Good heavens, my dear child, how 
all this is arranged ! Every one sees his own fate in 
this accident, and his wife^s grief becomes ours : as w^e 
are exposed to similar perils, it is our own interest that 
makes us weep, when we suppose we are lamenting the 
misfortunes of others. Christianrty dictates to ns that 
we should think first of this poor man's salvation; but 
his wife afterwards claims our pity for the loss of 
4000 litres : if the dead body should not float, or the 
violence of the Rhone should throw it beyonr, Arles 
upon some unffexjuented shore. Providence will dispose 
of this gold, sewed up in his w'ct coat, as of the rest. 

I highly approve the resolution of not sending for 
the marquis, this is the surest way : ih(? journey would 
be both expensive and fatiguing, and [iroductive of no 
good but the mere gratification of your aflcction : bear 
this like many other things, and rather wail till Le 
a brigadier or major-general, than make him lose his 
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time now. Bemilieu ihfornM me, tlwrt lie fe quite 
whelmed with biwinee*, and that he fitiends to notboBg 
^se. Is it poesibk, that he should haveewtted madam 
de la Fayette befo«5 madarae dc Vins? I blame him 
•1 am as jealous upon this occasion as you arc, for 1 ire- 
quently put myself in -your place; every reason should 
have induced him to have flown to madame de Vins^ 
slie wrote to me tlie other day that she longed to ^ee 
'him, and to observe the diference and transition firom 
infancy to youth. He has waited upon madame de Ls* 
vardin, and will have time to pay lier another visit 
M. de Grignan has resolved upon a very precipitate 
journey; it is difficult to avoid such courses, when we 
command singly in a provkioe, wheti^er for the service 
of the king, or the honour of the post. You never 
examine thoroughly into this business, except for M. de 
Grignan ; this is natm-al enough : but the example 
should extend farther. A word cafdhial de Forbin *z 
the courier who brought the news of his promotioa was 
only seven days upon die road. M. de Beauvais was 
transported with joy. The kkig is perfectly satisfied 
with his ambassador; it is very probable that he will 
perform all the miracles thsrt are to be wrought at Rome. 
Madame deChaulnes writes to me in a style of triumph; 
she is in high spirits, and not without reason. Wo must^ 
howei^er, write to the new cardinal ; I have jhst been 
doin^so, and I am sure you will not fail to do the 
same. No cnanics, my dear child; let this be yoo^ 
naaxim, it is equally Christian and politic: 1 not only 
say no enemies, but also manif friends; you have felt the 
good effects of these in your iaw*8iHt; you have a son; 
you may stand in need bf those who you may now 

Tou&saint de Foi'})iM dc Junson, bishop of Beauvais, was included 
tn the promoiion of eleven curdinuls made by Alexander VIII. hi the 

of FchjTMtirv 
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“1 of service to you. We are deceived ; 

imadam de la Fayette aboumis with friends op 
^l4ry^<do, and of aH ranks. She has a hundred arms, 
tttid they al^serre her ; her children feel it, and thank 
her daily for her courteous (disposition ; an obligation 
'Which she owes to M. de la •Rochefoucault, and of 
which her family reaps the benefit. I am certain that 
y^ have been of this opinion ifor many years. 

‘ You explain madame Reinie^s conduct very well ; it 
lidvoll to think of her leaving Paris, her husband, all 
her business, to fly for three or four months all over 
Provence asking for money, without getting any, 
fatiguing herself, returning, after being at great ex- 
pense, and getting the rheumatism into the bargain ! 
for recollect that she has pains all over her ; and suck 
as at length have defeated you. 

I am delighted at Paulina^s partiality to M. Ni- 
cole ; it is a proof that she reads him with attention ; 
this taste gives me the highest opinion of her under- 
(tanding; I also like her anger, that the bishops do not 
fight for promotion. But, my dear, on your Jmnour 
3o you believe it right, to give us only the first volume 
)f the romance of the princess, the ir\fanta, or the first 
mnister, so charming as we thought it * ? I will not allow 
^OQ to stop. here ; 1 insist upon knowing W'hat is become 
>f the princess’s good and just resolution ? 1 am ^fraid 
t has vanished, by the necessity of the times, the want 
)f a minister, the sudden journey, the impossibility of 
roHecting the leaves qf the Sibyl, idly and incautiously 
icattered to the winds for ten years. In short, I fear 
four good intentions will come to nothing, as I have so 
>ften found during the last- twenty years: this story. 


* Tliis was an account, in die form of a romance, of what passed Ik 
M. de Grignan’s family. 
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however, req>uires a continuatioii^ 
too serious with regard < to yout affWis* ^ L wieh steft to 
be informed of the success of M# Prat^ journey 
enraged lov^r of the princess TrueUe* I should like to 
know' who were the confidants of the mpmter and 
the favourite ; and who received the couriers* Tell me 
if you are still satisfied with Flame* he is a very oon- 
' siderable personage in your household. I want to koow 
some particulars respecting the- count^s journey, and if 
the treasurer will 'do as he wishes : here are a ntunber 
of questions, my dearest child, for which I apologise. 
It is kind of you to love my letters; when you receive 
three at a time, you say you are rich ; but what 
fatigues do they not occainon you ! They are so very 
long, that you should not answer them minutely. 
Adieu, my love; how does Lent agree with you ?Tor 
my part, 1 like it extremely. I took a mess of milk* 
coffee this morning: 1 am not yet surfeited with it, nor 
with sermons, for we read none but those of le 
Toarneux and St. John Chrysostom. It is delightful 
weather, the winter is past, and we have a prospect of 
spring that is superior to spring itself. 

[iV. B. This Letter is the last from the inothei' to the 
daughter. But as madame de Grignan did noi leave Bri-- 
tany for Provence till eight months afterwards, she must 
have written a great many more during this period, which 
however have not come to light. Perhaps they will some 
day be found, unless the same molipie which prevented ma» 
dame de Simiane from adding them to the rest, should h^ve 
caused than to be destroyed,"} 


* M. de Grigriau's house-steward. 
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LETTER *DCCCCLXXXL 

'Hwh i>s s£v'Icne to w. oe oovi.AMoes. 

^ t 

The Ro(^b^ March 18 ^ X( 90 . 

lW9PJkTJC» this 3bee^> after thxe6 t>thers which I wrote 
^ yon tliroe days 9 go, to telJ^ you, my dear cousin, 
^at 1 am very imperfect ; which is a truth I wish to 
:B«l;fld3lish at Rome as well as at Paris. ] haxe read your 
Itharmii^ better several times; the last when walking 
In .these woods, whose silence gave an additional zest to 
your verse, your prose, your serious and your playful 
^le. I reflected on the mode of Ufe you are leadir^g 
at Rome, blended with profaneness and santissimo (holi- 
nesfi); and on the beautiful gardens, where art and 
mature display their diflerent wonders. I thought of 
the bowling- green# into which you cbm bed with the 
agility of twenty; of the advantage i^en possess over 
women, whose every step is measured and bounded ; 
and of the number of days and years I might walk in 
the ground-floor of ojur groves, without once finding 
myself in this bowling-green. I think madame de 
Scuderi’s madrigal very pretty and very flattering ; and 
X also think you fortunate in having the abbe de 
Polignac in your society. I am pleased at his remem- 
brance; be is one of the most agreeable men I know : 
he is acquainted with every thing ; talks on every Wb- 
ject; has all the good-humour, sprightliness, and cour- 
tesy, that are desirable in tire intercourse of the world. 
I believe I formerly expressed myself to you in the 
same way of him, when we were in treaty together 
respecting the marriage of his brother with mademoiselle 
de Grignan, Returned from my walk, I wrote to yoii^ 
intending to talk of him, and 1 forgot it ; what say 



you to this vile omission^ my poor Coulanges? Vfft 
must no longer trust to any things and less to otiTselvei 
^han to others i from that diy, S iavc^stolded myseif, 
treated myself with coldness^ and refused to If ith 

myself alone : 1 consider myself imworthy of ray owti 
confidence ; and the only comfort I can find, ts m de- 
siring you to reconcHe me to myselt ^hy tcHitig.rtifc 
worthy abbe in what way I forget Ivim, and 
way I remember him. This is what I had to say td 
you; advising you to make hnn yowr friend rather 
than your rival, and to love me always as much as-I 
love you, if you can. ; 

LETTER ^DCCCCLXXXIL 

FROM MADAME DE SEVIGNE TO THE COUNT DIJ BUSSr. 

‘The Rocks, June as, lepCk. 

r HAVE received two letters from you, my dear cousiiv 
a long one from Paris, and a short one from Versailles^ 
I should have answered the first, if I had known where 
to direct to you. I begin by approvii^g highly tho 
change in my niece’s name. There are many exainpkB 
of this kind ; but if there w^ere not, I should like her to 
be the first to set one. All your reasotis are excellent^ 
Let us then be countess dc Dalets t ; it is iO noble and 
good name : my niece is very fortunate in having so 
beai^tiful a choice. If 1 had any thing to wish in this 
instance, it would be, that, for the facility of proiMin- 
ciation, you would permit me to drop the article, as 
did my old friend the countess de Dalets, of the family 

t* The name of one of M. de Buasy’s estates, which mad&me de 
(’oUgny at that time assumed, apparently wishing" to avoid taking the 
name of her second husband, M. dc la Riviere, and keeping that (tf hir 
first, which was besides only the name of an estate. 

E 5 
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aad ii^t^ad of, &ayiiig siricUy the countess 
>aleta, 3MM1 would content witk the countess 

dear niece, if I can obtain this favour, no oni 
support more nealously the justice of the change, 
^^ospe^ SlHTtously, it is the best thing possible; but 
you wfil do^well to call your son count de Langhac 
he makes his entry into the world, because it is 
,*lfheiiaide of his family* When we are of higli birth, we 
/Spuet alter nothing, and take no new name without ab> 
’Solute necessity. You must, I think, have great plea- 
^aure and full employment in the education of this dear 
child. He must now be a great boy; and if you and 
>.>^ar father have not given him wit, you will Iiave to 
^l^der an account at the tribunal of wits, 

1 return to you, my dear cou.sin ; I am apt to wander. 
I am not surprised that the king has received graciou.sly 
the offer of your services: he knows well the hearts of 
Frenchmen, and has no reason fo doubt yours ; but 
there is no place for you, except the one Providence 
has assigned you. I am delighted that you have adopt- 
ed the excellent maxim of submitting to his will : but 
for this, the unfortunate would be frantic, and must be 
chained ; T>ot with submission, we are respectable in 
this world, and have a right to expect solid happiness 
in the othet Thus, my dear cousin, we are gainers; 
and I am so struck wdth tber necessity of this doctJne, 
^at I love you the better for your sentiments. I wish 
diowever that you had obtained what you desired. I 
make no reply to the news you told me a fortnight ago ; 
It is useless and ridiculous to reason at a distance ; the 
state of public affairs changes daily. 

My daughter^rs in Provence with her husband. Her 
son is at the lion’s mouth, like yours : he is at the 
head of the Grignan regiment. He would have been 
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^satisfied witli this pla'ce ten y«ars he#ice ; judge^t&ei^f 
the delight of having it M the 'fcge'of seventeeti.' i Mun 
very tranquil in this solitude, where I have faado49M 
honour and the pleasure of seeing M, '^hese 

are "pleasant periods «f life. There ’Sr^ ntiwny l>ciMities 
liere now^ which did not exist then ; ftisd tbeve w^re 
some then, which are lost now. I agree with 3KOQ^^in 
what you say of him. I find him, both'Whh regards 
the past and the present, as you hud him^ I am glad 
that he remembers me with pleasure | £ do the same iby 
him. Yon are fortunate in having such excellent so- 
ciel^; mine does not displease me. My son has good 
sense and a cultivated understanding, which rouses 
mine. So has bis wife, and particularly so great a 
share of intelligence, that it surprises us, and makes us 
suppose she ha‘^ passed her life at court; though she 
has never been out of this province. Judge if I can be 
better off* I calculate, however, upon being at Paris 
this winter; and upon loving you always, my ^detar 
cousin, for many reasons. This is one : Marib r>E 
Habutin. 


I.ETTER * DCCCCLXXXIIL 

TO THE SAME. 

• 'Jlie Rocks, July 92, J690. 

f to write to you, my dear cousin, upon the battle 
gained by M. de Luxembourg^: it is a very natural 

f This must be ciiher M. de Toulonjon or M. de TrichUteou, the 
hitri I and neighbour of liussy, of whom tliere are s<^'cial letters in the 
(.'ullection of the latter. 

Z The battle of Fleurus, near Charleroi, where the French defeat^ 
the Dutch army. Out of bcvcmi thousand prisoners, tliere were nine 
Inindied officers. They took besides two hundred pain of culoun, the 
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Do you not find that God always takes the 
of the king ,4^ * “ th«^ nothing can give greater 
biatre to the fame of his arms, nor come more oppor* 
Innely, l)han this victory ? Such great news always 
options ^i^at anxiety to those .who are interested, or 
who featL they are. so. The little Grignan, who was in 
M. de Bont&er^s corps, may have been one of those who 
^ere detached io join M. de Luxembourg. . I am also 
^tefi^ted in two or three young persons. Till I have 
.^weME>vered what is become of them, my heart will beat 
n little, and then I have a general pity for all who have 
fperished in this battle. I have been grieved for ^iBiar- 
ceaux : there are some terrible circumstances attending 
Jhis death. I also pity the poor mothers, maclamc de 
Saucour and madame de Cauvisson. The young widows 
I do not pity so much; they will either be their own 
mistresses, or change their masters. I share in the 
king’s honour, and in the good effects of this intelli- 
gence spread over all Europe, which we shall feel in 
more places than one. I am the friend and servant of 
M. de Luxembourg and his sister*, to whom I have just 
written. In short, my dear cousin, you see by what I 
have said, that i have not wanted employment for these 
four or five days ; and, indeed, these emotions are oc- 
casionally necessary in the country ; we should other- 
wise easily forget that we have a soul. The quiet we 
here e»}oy, is akin to lethargy. Thank God, h am 
thodi^ouglily revived, and never did 1 1 ungary-wateiv pro- 
duce a greater effect. 

.of artillery all tbr baggage. Notwitbstawling this 
de£eat, die |urince of Grange appeared again tluree xnontbs afterwards 
with an equally strong army. 

# The duchess de Meckelboiirg, formerly the beautiful Ch&tlllon, 
wliQse ^hacfloe aod -favours had sendercd more than one hero happy and 
«uiky. 
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Tell me if your son was at this battle. wair^m 
number of the young ft om I was intereub* 

f - God has not conducted you, wy dear 

rough the most agreeable paths of life. They wHl 
;»c*, 'however, more safe; and, after all, life is aahort 
/ourney. If we were wise, we should hare but one 
concern in the workh that of our salvation. You hate 
a perfect,, excellent friend, whom I honour and respect 
highly, who would not contradict me in this truth. It 
is useless to name him : I defy you to confound the 
duke de Beauvilliers with the rest, f thank you, my 
dear niece, for your compliance. I thought we should 
not quarrel for a syllable more or less. 


LE^fTER *I>C€CCLXXX1V. 

FifOM THE COUNT DE BUSSV TO MADAME DE SJEVIGNE. 

Paris, July 31 , I69O. 

The battle of Flenrus, my dear madam, is already 
forgotten ; and do you know why ? Because they talk 
of a victory gained by the king's fleet over the English 
and Dutch f . It is not so complete as the firart, but 
neither has it cost so dear. Did you ever hear of so 
many and so long a train of prosperities, my dear 
cousin ? and do you not think that to the attributes of 
Louis the Great, the Victorious, and the Well -served, 
wt? ought to add that of the Fortunate ? The three or 
four young persons, in whom you are so much in- 
terested, were either not at Fleurus, or were not wound- 
ed. My son is at Mont-Royal, in a corps v\^hich the 
dauphin has withdrawn from thence, to place in his own 

By Tourvllle, in the Channel. According to Avrigny, the com* 
hiin d ciicinics lost six ships. 
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armjr. Every body pities the Villarceaux, father and 
son ; upon this subject we remark how much Pro- 
vidence sports with the conduct of men. ViParceaux, 
the faither, refused the order of knighthood, that his 
son mighthave it, and by this preceeding gained gene- 
ral esteem; and it was the badge of this order which 
destroyed the ‘.on.. He displayed Mt, to attract the re- 
spect and regard of those who had taken hhn. Dis- 
puting among themselves who should h^ve a prisoner of 
such consequence, they killed him, because they could 
not agree. There are young widows, in consequence 
pf this battle, with whom we ought to rejoice on the 
death of their husbands; and other ladies, wiih whom 
we ought to condole on the lives of theirs, who have 
escaped with slight wounds. The gods IJymcn and 
Love have Jong been at variance. You say humor- 
ously, my dear cousin, that great news is sonietin.is 
necessary in the country. Certainly the scene there is 
too dull, and we should die if such events did not 
rouse us. With respect to what concerns myself, I 
have to tell you that I am leaving the court for Chaseu, 
very w’ell pleased with the treatment 1 have received 
from the king, and with my hopes. You will laugh at 
me, perhaps, my dear cousin, when you hear that at 
my time of life I am in good spirits, and calculale upon 
promises. Upon this subject, I could tell you that if I 
wished to be ^ngry I need not go far in search of rea- 
sons; but I am determined to be pleased, as 1 ivne 
already told you : these feelings will contribute to my 
health and happiness. The friend whom y«u honour 
and revere so much, approves them highly ; and, being 
in good health himself^ pursues the road to heaven by 
a contrary direction to mine : for lie is loaded witli 
favours and prosperities. In truth, no one is more de- 
serving of them. 
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LETTER ^BG^eCSLXXXV. 

FROM MADAME DE SEVIGNE TO THE COUNT DE BUSS^« . 

* The Rocks^ August la, 16 ^. 

I RECEIVED a letter from you, my dear coiisin, wben 
you were setting out from Paris, which was a sort Of 
adieu. Through your courage, great as it is, and the 
good -humour which so soon dissipates melancholy, I 
tliought I could perceive that, frona not having obtain- 
ed what you asked for at court, there was a slight 
degree of mortification in the bottom of your heart. 
This was all that was necessary to give me a greater 
share than yourself; for I have not so much strength of 
mind as you. 1 think that in a conversation we should 
have made remarks which distance precludes. 

I have just received letters from Paris, in which I am 
.told that the prince of Orange is not dead f, and that it 
is only M. de Schomberg, We should have been much 
more pleased at this death, if we had not been led lo 
expect the other ; which however is only reserved for 
another time. The armies of Flanders are so near, that 
it seems as if they had still a desire to fight ; those of 
G< rmany look at one another, with the Rhine between 
them. We must commend all to the God of baittes, 
who will, when he pleases, be tfie God of peace. It is 
always by looking up to him that I consult the future; 
anfl endeavour to conform my desires to his will. 

•f The death of the prince of Orange had been believed ftwr a week at 
tVris, and the most indecent rejoicings look jdace in consequence, 
ijom an inveterate hatred, iniscd with fanaticism; but not with fear, as 
!n.iny foreign autliors wrote, and particuldrly refugees. The French, at 
that time sj>oiled by biiecess, could not suppose that they had any thing 
10 har from a prince they hati almost; invariably beaten. 
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LETTER *I>C5CCCLXXXVI. 

Fia>M XAOAUE BE LA FATETTE TO MADAME DE StVIGNE. 

pRris, September 20, 1690. 

Vou received ray answer before I received your letter. 
You WiH see, by madame de Lavardin’s letter and by 
aiine, that wfe'wish you to go to* Provence, since j^ou 
not coming to Paris : this is the best thing you can 
46 ; the sun is more brilliant, you will have company, 
I mean independent of madame de Grignan, which is 
ni trifling consideration; a large bouse; numerous 
servants; in short, it would be living to be there. I 
give great praise to your son for consenting to part with 
y^u .for your own good : if I were in the humour for 
writing, I would compliment him upon it : set out as 
•goon as you can ; send us word what places you pass 
through, and at what time, nearly : you shaH there find 
letters from us. I am tormented with vapours of the 
most painful and depressing kind ; we must suffer, 
when it is the will of God. 

I approve your journey to Provence with my whole 
beirt; I tell you so without flattery, and the thought 
h«d even occurred to madame de Lavardin and to me, 
wbibout having the most distant idea that it was your 

iittfotiont. 

~ f Thb U whet madame de S^vigiK; called the e))probalion oi her 
doctor#." 
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l^TTER *i)CWCLXXXVIL 

rmu MASANUE DG spiGNG TO WG TBBSIDGNT *& 

MOULCEAU. 

‘ Gri^tian, Frida)^ Novet^ber 10> 149 Da* 

WjBj^ (lo*you think J ain, $jr ? Did ynu not know I 
Wits in Britany? Our Corbin^Ili most told you 
so. After having been there sixteen months with my 
son, I thooght it would he very pleasant ip spend the 
winter here with my daughter. This plan of a journey 
of a hundred and fifty leaguei, at first appeared A 
castle in the air j but affection rendered it so easy^ 
that, in iact, I eaeouted it between the Sd and 24h 
of October, on which day I arrived at Robinet^s gate, 
where I was peoeived by juiadanae de Gr^au with 0|HifCl 
arms, and with so much joy, atfectipiv ^nd gratitude 
that 1 thought 1 had not come soon enough, fromja^ 
sufficiently great distance. After this, sir, tell me th%t 
friendship is not a fine thing ! it makes me often think 
of you, and wish to see you here once mure duripg iny 
life. We shall be here the wdiole of this winter, 
ihe next summer ; if you do not find a moment Ip 
come and see us, I shall think you bave^rgottenmf* 
You will not know this house again, it is so much im- 
proved; but you wHl find its owners still abounding 
w itli^ esteem for you ; and me, sir, possessing a regard 
fi)r you, capable of driving our friend to madness, ainl 
worthy of your paying us this visit. 
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LETTfeK* DCCCCLXXXVIII. 

’ f'ROM ttABAHnB Dtf siviGNS Tft THE COUNT DE BOSSV. 

Griguan, November 13, 1690. 

Whev ^0^1 aee the date of this letter, my dear cousin, 
7pi| will take .me for a bird. I. have passed courage* 
OUisly from Britany into Provence. If ray daughter 
bad been at Ruris, I should have gone there : but 
knowing she would spend the winter^in this beautiful 
country, I resolved to come and spend it with her, 
f^joy her fine sunshine, and return with her to Paris 
next year. I thought, after having given sixteen 
months to my son, that it was right to devote a few 
t;0 my daughter; and this plan, which appeared difficult 
execute, was attended with very little trouble. 1 
was three weeks upon the road, and upon the Rhone. 
I even took a few days of rest ; and, at length, I was 
received by M. de Grignan and my daughter with such 
cordial afiPection, such true joy and gratitude, that I 
tboijight I had not come far enough to see such excellent 
people; and found that the journey of a hundred and 
fifty leagues had not at all fatigued me. I will enter- 
tain you some day with an account of the grandeur of 
this bouse, and the beauty and magnificence of the 
furniture. I wished to inform you of my change of 
climate, that you might not write to me agaiij at the 
Rocks, but here, where the mild heat of the sun makes 
me fetel as if I should grow young again. We must not 
now neglect these little assistances, iny dear cousin. I 
received your last letter before 1 left Britany ; but I 
was so overwhelmed with business, that 1 deferred an- 
iwering it till 1 came here. We heard, the other day 
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of the death of M. de Seigoelaif. How young! tjow 
rich! how well established! Nothing was warrtittg to 
his happiness : splendour itself seems dead in him* Iti 
short, my dear cous^, death makes.ua>aU^eq»al i 5t ifl 
there the happy expect us. Death abates, their joyj 
and thus comforts those who are not fortunate. A 
word of religion would apt be amiW in thjs 
I only wish to write a letter of to my tfcar 

cousin, to ask how he does, and how his dear daugHUNr 
is ; to embrace them both with my Whbleheart ; assure 
them of the esteem and respect of madams de Grigftan 
and her husband, who desire me to do so ;• and coi^re 
them still to love me : it is ndl worth while to 
after so many years. ' * 


LETTER ^^DCCCCLXXXIX. . 

FROM MADAME DE SEVIGNE TO M* DE COULANG£g« ^ 

lAmbwc, DecamW 1, 16^. 

Where are we, my amiable cousin ? It is about a thou«- 
sand years since I heard from you. I wrote to y^ulast 
from the Rocks, by madame de Chaulnes; since th^« 
not a single word from you. We must begin a new 
score, now that I am in your neighbourhood. Wliai 
you to my courage? nothing can exceed it. Aflter 
having been sixteen months in Britany with my son, I 
thought I owed a visit also to my daughter, knowing 
she would not go to Paris this winter; and I was so well 
received by her and M. de Grignan, that if I felt any* 
fatigue, I have entirely forgotten it, and am alive only 

t died of lansjvior, at the af^c of thirty-nine. The French marine, 
^\hich he had crcateil, perished after him. Louvois d eJ the followihg 
yer.r; hut the evils he had occasioued ^ul/l\ed him. 



joy ani] jileasiH;o of finding myself with ihexn. 
Tfiisplan was not disapproved by madame de Chaulnes, 
nor by inadame de Lavaidiii and madame de la Fayettei 
wiiiose advjoe I willingly ask, so that nothing has 
wantixig to the pleasure of this journey; you will give 
Ihe finishing atroke to it, by returning by way of Gri- 
fpOiXk, whei;e we .shall expec^ you. The assembly of 
nur Uttle states Wjjat an end ; we, are here alone, wait- 
ing MU M. de Grignan U able to go to Grignau, and 
afteiward^ if he can, to Paris. He was seiaed four.or 
five days ago very violently with the colic, and a con- 
tinual fever, of which fie bad two attacks a day : this 
di^rt^r was gaining ground rapidly, but was stop* 
by the psual miracle of the Jesuits* bark ; but forget 
^t that it has been as good for the colic as the fever ; 
Jie must therefore recover. We shall only go to Aix 
or a moment^ to see the little nun, and in a few days 
ve shall be fixed for the winter at Grignan, where the 
i^l^ colonel (the marquis de Grignan), whose regiment 
I at Valence andjthe environs, will spend six weeks 
dtb us. Ai^,! this time will pass but too rapidly: I 
egin to sigh deeply at seeizig it fly so swiftly, and I 
Ire^rfy perceive and fee! the consequences. You, my 
pung cousin, have not yet attained the period for 
aking such melancholy reflections. 

I wished to write to you on the death of M. de Sei- 
lelaf: what an event! what a loss to bis family and 
lends! I bear his widow is inconsolable, and that 
;eaox is to be sold to the duke du Maine. Oh, 
avfsuf! how much might be said on such a sub- 
rt! But what say* you to his property falling to a 
man* who was supposed already established ? Another 
subject of conversation: but we must now give only 


• IVT. Hp PnntrViartmln- ftTf-rrivartls rlianrpllor of P'ranrp in 1f»0O 



IIADAITE »» *ftVIGNE. ^ 

the heads of the chapters preparatoiy jto oar 
The (iuke de Chairlrfes has i^ritteh uS sonie very 
ing letters, and gives us the' hopO of s^Vng him sotrisak 
Grignan; but before this, it to mi that it wottid 

not -be impossible to tsend the bulls so long expect<5t, 
•and sung too soon : who would have thought that- the 
abbe de Polignac wpuld not have brought 1 

never met vvith a cliild so difficitft to iapiize; hul it- 
length, you will have* the honour of it: you deserve it 
after so much trouble’; come then ami receive our praifO* 

I liardly dare mention your removal from Park Royal 
Street, to the Temple ; I am grieved for you and for my- 
self; I hate the Temple, as much as I love the goddei^ 
(niAdame de Coulanges) who at present demands hdir^^ 
age there ; I hate this part of the town, which 
only to Montfaucou ; I even hate the beautiful vietv 
from it, of which madame de Coulanges speaks; I hatji 
this false country, which makes her insensible to the 
beauties of the true, and feel more exposed to the ii« 
gours of the cold at Brevannes, than at her 
tins vile Temple, lu short, the whole displease me ; and 
the best of it is^ that 1 have told her all these dislikes^^ 
with a rudeness which I cannot but feel, and " . 

not prevent. What will you do, my poor coulim so 
lar from the hotels de Chaulries, de Lamoignon, "du 
liude, de Villeroi, and de Grignan? how can you leaVi 
.^uck a neighbourhood ? for my own part, I almost de- 
nounce the goddess, for how can I reconcile this remote 
corner of the world with niy faubourg St. Gerniaiiit? 
Instead of finding this charming madame de CoDdahgea 
under my hand, as I used to do, taking colFea with her 

\ 

* Every body was deceived in this; upon which madame de C^rtiiiel 
iaid; “ lie does not bring huUes (bulls) but pr^mi/vles (preambles).** 
Tliey were in reality ordy preliminary articles. 

t On account of midatne de la F^ette, whom dio often Tblted there* 



OP 


\n |l]^ lftohlio|^^rilnBing to her house after mass^ and 
Bttoiing therein the evenings as if it were to niy own — 
H my poor cousin, name it not to me: I am 
in? having a few months to accustom myself to 
;bif;fOR^gC alteration ; but was there no other house to 
»ei«{baiid? and your cabinet, what is become of that? 
rbalL we 6nd all our pictures there ? In short, it must 

for how, without this idea, 
s it^ssibib^ for me to he silent oO the subject ? I must 
^Ul^.|kn end. to it, and also to my letter. 

] found Paulina O delightful girl, and exactly as you 
2ad. described her to me. Tell me all your news; 1 
Ivrite largely to you, for we like this style, which is that 
iifH[riendsbip« I send you this letter by M. de Mont- 
no^ intendant at Marseilles, formerly M. du Fargis, 
ate tartlets with my children : if you are acquaint- 
ed with him, you must know him to be one of the best 
hen in the world, the most polite, and the most obliging, 
oyfog to please and to cirj^late pleasure, in a manner 
>ec^iarly^ his own ; in 'short, he knows more than any 
Jne upon this subject; 1 will make you subscribe Co this, 
dear cousin, at Grignan, where 1 shall expect you 
with^hrue friendship and. real impatience. 


LETTER DCCCCXC. 

FHOM HADAME de GRIGNaN TO M. DE COULANGES. 

* Grignan, December 17, 1690 . 

Yes, we are together, loving and embracing each other 
with all^our hearts; I, on my side, delighted to see my 
mother cime heroically from one extremity of the uni- 
verse tQ the other, and from the west to the east : no 
01^ but herself was capable of such an undertaking to 
be near her child, like Niquec to see her lover. And so 
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you approved her journey, my doar Ooushl f 
you for It, aftd as a reward, l-"^prove of your r^torti. 
You write me word that you have a hope of obtainfnn^ 
your conge, and the duke de Chauinet informs me’ 
That you are sure of it> enifjty hands 
2fhd 1 neartily wish he could lM*ing baok' holts in*' 
seems to me to be a^juueh your busings ai AupdewAl;* 
The part yoq have taken iii it by 

engages you to come oft’ honoorat^ly affkir. ' Do 

not trouble yourself to bring a dog to'PatdkraVwedtf 
not choose to love any but rational creatures and 

from the sect* to which we belong, we do hot choosO 
to embarrass ourselves with this Abrt of machines, unless 
we could wind them up to cleanliness; without that, 
they are unbearable: you w*iH be very'welfr^rffceived," 
without the necessity of making presents to gain 
heart of your future wife; it is very faithful to you, 
and nothing will prevent you from concluding the mar- 
riage, but the absence of the father. Who is meditatit^ 
a speedy departure, and who would have gonosix we^; 
ago, but for a very serious indisposition. But, tny deaf 
cousin, do you sufficiently consider, that at your retonf 
you will no longer be near the hotel de Chaulnes, dbat 
your pictures will be displaced, and that you will never 
be able to restore them to their former perfect order? I 
have really been grieved at the inconstancy of madame 
dt Cmalanges; you comfort me, however, by tl)^ pro^ 
pect yiat she will procure you delightful society in the 
Temple: but, after all, neither cardinal de Bouillon, 
nor messieurs de Vendome, are of much use in this 
large house, which is more calculated for theJr horses 
than for themselves: we must find oor consolation then in 
the short time you will remain there, and consider that 


Madame de Grignan was a Cartesian* 



icyeac#* 3rou will return to Rome ; you 
Hl ffl<ljit l, J lf H y iiwi ag tafe end of tbat perkMl, if you go 

I am Tory impationtto see aH 
pWMy opi KiiaMr: brmg m^, if youcan^ the verses 
|hl^ Uiey »r^ wo sublime and so sir.^ 

gpAwx^ that vre funnot help blamifig the care he takes te 
t0octwA aocmelly. Whatf y«:u are admitted into 

sacred of this solidary abode! 1 admire 

yM for Imping dai^ to attack the caprice of the hus- 
aad delicacy of the wife: I koew she was 
but iSot that she was so for yoo> nor that the 
,j»raiftes you besUj^ed on her wotUd convince her. This 
Rightful focie^ waa necessary to you^ to supply the 
place of cbgt you baTft lost, in the prince de Turenne, 
wmd cardi^i de Bouillon. A report prevails that tiie 
is not so happy at Paris as at Rome ; his nephew 
mgd he were however well received. Were you not 
gdev^ for Mm de Seignoloil Many hne Fenections 
Sttight be made upon his tragical fate: his cabinet, my 
is in greater disorder than yours. How 
"much rgadame de Seigneiai is to be pitied> and how 
raa^y things she h^s lost to which she was attached, 
ai^froBi which she never supposed she conld be sepa- 
She is tbetierore, as we are informed, inconso* 
table. Yott cannot tell me by a letter, all you have 
^U^ght upon this subfcct; the public says enough of 
it* A^epept my CMMoplifnents upon what 1 have just 
that your nephew (the count de Sanaei) is ap« 
a c^tain of dragoons : 1 take a real interest in 
way to be colonel ; and when he has at* 
rank, be will be more at his ease. Adieu, 
,1^ de^ cousin, till we meet. 1 am making my rooms 
iu #4lrm as I can; hut comiog from Rome, every thing 

* Msd^me de CooUnges had entered into a lease for thirty-fire 



wU! 

$o slight a di^p^. 1 
-hcace^ou. £7«ry'«n»Jj|eiMi^ 
JWy jDotljer ivrites-to tmu- 




ttLon Kjiaikz m '^asaok. 

It is impossible to glesm «ttCT«jy^ 
reality, saidrAiiery thing that <» 
better than I cotild'haswdtriie.'- 1 te*; 

that we are together,, an^ ' 

getherj that I am delighted 
ney, and that you, tik« thd rest^ofeb 
prove it; that tltatmanflcr ia^teh'^'Vils'iC^ 
in which I am beloved, wotild have '' Wtae fv i g j f- d[^ j 
should have come from a stKl gnMtef-^istatM^ 
you all thisr not ten dayssi^; 
reroor; 1 protested to hira'Shat hidynit-tbd t 
iny journey, by his ibariiig 
.wish of coming to meet hhut 'et^ oHthvlr^lllBl^^r 
UgB over niadame de Chmdtres, 
sible for me to resist it. I’^toid niuti 

detest ycur out of the way, tejiao^HH^fH^Tempi^ 
the godueas will sing in Tain, oiflB 

shall not go often* though I shall tswlilfel!i^3l;?0l®tt^0 
so. short, my interest i«fcpectiilg'fhts i!^ill;^ati^i; 
makes me so unjust, tfaat'l bite even 
from it, aitd the open country, that tells alt secft^i&»d 
divulges all tire charms of spring^ well as all the'&ri^ 
of winter ; you would not make ihofflm this shath^dn* 
try in a thousand years, and'l had'altnhll^as lie^^^' 

^ Allusion to wLftt M. tV Coutanges called feis 
the einimenition he made in his letters of all the ii^rsoat 
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to n^ eatai^E^the Visitatiortf, 
iitt4y-fi&5‘.^ars. "I have therefore only 
frie^j that 1 ha¥e not received the 
in w^ieV Ordinal de Bouillon aad 
ifihfiic had b6th written ; I regret it ex-^ 
bdnia in least have angered it immediately. 

made a captain; he will make 
t^bpe so, and that you w'ill always lov.e 
itt^iwvier Bnrprised at your being beloved, but 
at your good fortune in gaining the affection 
Ur If. and mi^amo de Novefa; nothing can be better; 
bis Waj^ 


^swiibAifE BE «&vign£ to the same. 



Grignan, Aj[JriI 10 , I691. 

^ te^ dated the S 1st of March, from 
in less than a week: this 
jddigf^ful, but what he tells us is still more* 
I'U’imposslbte to write in better spirits. My <laugh- 
jtef iakes iipon hertelf to answ^ him, and as 1 desire 
■er to send the Holy Ghost with all diligence, not only 
lO a bat to put a speedy termination to 

be able to pay us a visit.* She 
she will ^«iid him word- of the cqnquest 
fire days after opening the trenches, by 
t, and tiiat this intelligence will produce 
-t for our bulls. Tell us, my dear cousin. 


ebe liitendedi to be buried, if she died at Paris. 

M WJll. bad been dead for two months and a few days.« 
^ he -diatcibuted among his nephews all the money he 
made Paaqtnn say, diat it w^uld have been beUer fot 
> have been hk niece than his da^iuhter. 




if 

epistle 

companied o 

great pleasure: the packet very.fSOTl^^^.w^ 
not why : t^iere is neilli^^r rbyme nor^wb^;!? 
duct of the post. We think the epistle 'M4?, 
very pretty, and wy entertaimagj ,fa 8 

productiorfs have so peculiar and so excellejat a cjq 
ter, that after them we can relish np 
last verses of the soi^ he piade for you, 
daughter as a Cartesian ; speaki^j^f the ^ewj^^ 
Italy, he says: 

Sur 1 b membyBw^ile'leur seia 

Font dfis eillons cham]^*. 

In short, it all deserves praise ; for instance, an^ 
thing be more humorou^f i|i his Ihen ^th 

smallest human string wound up to the highest pjit^J^ 
and the other extreme, of a hundred crotct^^.^rol^ 
in bass to the very depth of thd al^ss? \^’is j^tu^ 
complete ; and the opera of which he " 

servedly ridiculed: but we cannot opmprehend 
has given his son’s name to this epis^e: cfu* few 
where is the wit of it? for the style ^'embles his 0?^ 
as much as one drop of water resembles anot^r^^ 
would be impossible to be deceived>and thje subject 
give offence to none: if you do not expllnn tt^ 
we shall be ill. ^ 

But let us talk of your grief at having lost 
lightful family f, which has so well celebrated nouf me 
rit in Verse and prose, while you at the same ti'^e v^er 
so much alive to the charms of its society. eas; 
to conceive the painfolaess of this aeparation^^M. d 

^ They make channing fuirowi upon the membraas of lilt icnift. 

^ M. and nmdan^e de Nerers, 
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jud^e t!!Srf^pi;her friends must feel. I am in- 
M. 4^ Lavardin is very much aflected ; 1 
froe j it is an honour to him, to grieve for a 
^efrto whthh he is in a manr^er indebted for wjjaltf 
g'^Sp jp'. Adieu, my dear cousin ; my heart is full, 
»tt' write no mot^ : if I had begy^i with this melan- 

f r si4>ject, I should not have ^had ihe courage to 
witmyou ds T have done. « 

- I shall say no more respecting the Temple, I have 
jj^jVen my opihion of it already; but I shall never Iske or 
it. Not so with regard to you ; for ilove you, 
imd shall love and approve you always. 


‘ - Pt^SCAlPT lay MADAME DE GRIONAN. 

'fk’it dearest frills must part; M. and madame de Ne- 
Vers“ have deserted you. Alas! my dear cousin, howl 
you! i remember, however, that they were youi 
|fi£^olatiou Under the loss yotr sustained in cardinal de 
Bouillon, and the abbe de Polignac : as you have reco- 
•i^rfed these friends, may they not in turn console you 
w% and madame de Nevers ? For my own part, 1 
they will not fail, as soon as the conclave is 
Sfer; for, till then, the intercourse that is wished to be 
^^blished with the Holy Ghost, will be a little inler- 
rmxted bV vours. My mother has said all that is n^ces- 
f »s of M. de Nevers : some of the pic- 

sions are proofs of a most humorous 
.hould like to enliven mine w’ith a col- 
rks. But what say you to finding such 
As of Britany at Grignan ? my mother 
, whom M. de Chaulnes left at the Rock^;, 
;^ill meet here ! They are deliglited at the 
im the honours of the place : you may 
Lr company wmII be to me ; I Hatter piy- 
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^ self they will be the means, af ]|r^|Djg^yij^ 
that, finding so many relations in your 
not be able to proceed farther. I assure you^ 
rinrerely, and; without pretending to supjply to' ydWjpS 
pl4<Je" of madame de Nevers, I wish to do my 

• , •v t V ^ 

• amuse you, to <iJiow you how much you ^ire ow 
and in what estinfl^ion you are held in this' S 
^dieu, my. dearest cousin ; your mistress f expect 
with a true lover-like impatience. 




LETTER ^.DCCCCXCII. 

rUOM MADAME DE siviCNE TO*M. DE COULANGES. 

- Grignan, 1 6 9 U / 

I ‘perceived distinctly that, since I came here, I Vfpi 
something more to you than usual : I knew not precisely 
vyhy it was so, but you have now told me; it is 
I am your neighbour, my dear couFin. I delight'^ 
this new alliance ; 1 had felt it strongly, and place^ 
in the list of the agreeable reasons that had induced mi 
to come here ; but 1 had not the wit to give it a nanie 
You are my neighbour then, so long as you remains 
Rome ; for if ever we meet in Paris, particularly at 
Temple, we shall be only cousins. You see I have 
ceived all your letters, sometimes slowly, sometim^ 
speedily, without my being able to account for it. 
daughter thinks you have not received four improni^ 
verses, which she wrote in the joy of her 
having gained her law-suit against the lazy fuiy biriha< 
dame de Bury ; for you have not mentioned Wiem. ] 
have seen the little leaf, which always shows gie pro- 

t Mademoiselle de Gngn&D, afterwards marchioness de 
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found wijidous of tl^e duchess de Chaulnes; I am not 
surprised at it. 

We are glad to have du Charmers answer * 
fJcFei'a,;, it^ig good substantia^ 
a^man who is sail; 
l^nes of the aL 

i. aud 4hose from the per 

pR^^y,p 9 ri 5 , I am not sorry to v- .etin 

‘the joy of a good conscience: w‘ xme M. du Char- 
md, we received favours from God in abunJance, 
a^,are penetrated with gratitude for the clistinclion^ I 
like they should bc avowed, and that due honour should 
be paid to the bounty ^cf him to whom we owe them. 
This may be,shT)vvn in another way ; hut that is not ^!.c 
one whit’hljgwsents itselfto me: I therefore like tlie art- 
legs fanner in which be paints the composure and 
tr?mquillity of his soul. By dint of lending the beau- 
tiful verses of M. cle Nevers^ which occasioned this an- 
swer, I have lost them; so that 1 beg you, my dear 
^msin, to bring them to me again when you have menie 
a pope, I highly approve yoqr having asked leave of 
/ahg<^nce at this time ; for if you were to delay it a 
f^otpept, the new pope might die also, and, as you say, 
^^*QU would still have to begin again. But is it not 
^Wcessaiy that you should bring these bulls ? Come, 
pijwever, in what way you please i you will always be 
bwel^:ome. 

I have already told you that we e:xpect my son: he 
tgpt Ottt.jipijjthe 1 8lh or 20th of this nionth. V/ e ai a 
'It ihfi length of your ccnclavc ; it prevents 
seeing and hearing cardinal le Camus, 2 j;d 
to me about him. lie is a man of whom I 
highest opinion, and whom it will give 
.easure to see ; I shall at least have all 



you catch from him. I behVve 
to her unroi Uin:\te princess f :. I can easii^ 
j;uin't)r her former facf'"; it would not have heeiY s%m^ 
had not placed herself in such a vtretched*^ll?r^ 
tioiiT^ari^.4C instead tff being tormenti^fl bJP'all 
• Spaniards, suc^h^put herself under the 
a king of France who is every where victolloif^i^b^ 
loved of Heaven^ who^ confounds and tlispersi^, 
most delightful manner possible, all those great poTfli 
ticians, assembled round the false king of England at 
the Hague. It was to sap and destroy his mighty power, 
that they had collected together; and the result wds, 
that they were on the spot to witness the conquest of 
the beautiful and important town of Monaf, I assure 
3 *ou, my dear cousin, that if M. and madSNSk^^ d6 Vati- 
demont had not attached themselves to all theie petiobs; 
they would have done a thousand timesr'better, and the 
princess would not have been so thin. We, who 
da}" sing Te Dcim, who have taken Nice and a^l 
fine coast,^ar^quitc well : we sing M, de Nefvdc^ 
Italian song; our band is in possession of it, and 
will treat you with it when you come. 1 intend 
3 mu shall give me all your songs, as you hetve’^iVeh 
several to madame de ****; for they are now all scat-^ 
tcred in your letters, like the leaves of the sihyl : We 
always admire them highly, and you are still farther 
improved by 3 ^our intercourse with M. de Nevers. 
one knows belter than we do, the charms and beauty 
of his house at Prunes : that only was wanting to your 
hapyhness; you will find resources from diflerei^ walks 
tad new' pleasures. 


Tho prk}C€9s de Vaudemont* 
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bEya<if!fly ^Q imagine, ipy dearcj 
riaine things to you that my mo^er r 
iS&S^^^hat 1 ^ite very well ; for a % 

; deliglrt after the way tii , 

pailtei. Ae I'must, however, say 

4ieo words to you on that of m/ princess; What ! has 
idle no longer that pretty face, the picture of which I 
Siiwe so carefully preserved ? It is pity, indeed, that it 
lAouId have disappeared. This is the noble perform- 
>mnce of the Spaniards, to torture people till they are no 
longer to be recognised. I place the restraint in which 
^you infonu^e this poor wommi lives at Rome, in the 
ike Cruelties of the inquisition. She has desired 
ime, in writing to me by you, to answer her letter at 
^TtHf^inln this correspondence is a little like that we 
at Quebec ; but though it may not be a 
I assure you it is a very affectionate one 
and that I cannot help entering deeply 
the sdlvDws of this amiable woman. But I iiave 
€^lotomipted my mother. 

MAPAMB DE SJ^VIGN^ IN CONTINUATION. 

i' r 

I coNcluPb my letter, by embracing you on both sides 
the fervent aflection you know me to entertain for 
I sal”te cardinal de Bouillon with infinite re- 
fdinal de Jansori^s very humble servant, 
t 'h6 de Polignac what you know I think of 
ill distribute iny compliments to the rest 
^.proper. 
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LETTER *DCCd§kGfIL ' ' 

. *JlOM MADAME' DE S£VIGn£ TO M. DK 

^ 

GnSn^^S 

Good heavens^ my dear governor^ wfa'at ^ pipwi3l>ijMB)| 
you are ! jt will be impossible now ta 
your steps are so grand, that we shall be thrown ¥^0-' 
the greatest embarrassments. What trouble did J00 
not give the other day to the poor Spanish ambawader i 
Do you think it can be a very pleasant thing 
back for the whole length of a street And what^^ 
bustle have you not created witfc the emperor's ambas* 
sador, on the franchises ! The poor sbii^' wba is 
severely lashed, is an excellent proof, of it; iailsliar^ 
you are become so punctilious, that alt Etupope will 
think twice, before it will know how to comport itsolf 
w ith your excellency. If you bring this humour 
we shall np loGgjer recognise you. — Let us now talk^ 
the ^reafest afiair at court. Your imagination leads 
straight to new* enterpiises ; you suppose that the kk^ 
not content with Mons and Nice, wished to heiiege^ 
Namur also : not at all; there is a circumstance which 
has given his majesty more pain, and has cost hint 
more time, than his late conquests; this is the to^ 
defdat of the top-knots: no more, head-dresses as^inng^ 
to tjie clouds, no more helmets, no more pointy, M 
more burganets, no more jardinieres; the princes# 
have appeared with heads reduced at least full three" 
quarters in heiglit ; they make use of their ow}^ hair, as 
they did ten years ago. I can give you no of the 
noise and confusion this change has ocCi^ioDed/at Ver- 
sailles. Every one reasoned profoundly upon this^ 
business, and it was a business that engrone^ the at- 
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tenttf^ of,«vefy one^ We have been assured that M. 
<le Luiiglee has writs^ a treatise upon this change, to 
into the country ; as soon as we receive ' 

not fail to send it you ; 
huraWy kiss the hands oi 
f ^vvYou will have the goodness 

lyiere add is not written in so tin.* - i. . >.ove : 
tetter was sealed, and. I open ^har. wc Lave 

just left the table, where we have drunk your licaUli in 
the most excellent and most refreshing white w’ue that 
was^ ever tasted, with three Bretons of your acquaint- 
ailce, messieurs clu Camboiit, de Trevlg^.i, and du 
Guesclin ; madame de Grignan began, the followed. 
Britany has done its duty : ‘‘ To the healLh of the amhas- 
Bador ; to the health of the duchess de Chanln ^s, agiccd ; 
to our dear governor, agreed; to our governor’s lady r 
sir, I pass the totist to you ; madam, I receive it/’ In 
abort, so much has been done, that have even given 
the toast to M. de Coulanges ; it is for him to answer. 

LETTER »DCCCCXCIV. 

rkOM MADAME DE SiViSNE TO M. DE COULANGES. 

Grignan, June 20, 10 31. 

j ^LAS, my dear Coulanges ! and so you have the gout 
in your foot, in your elbow, in your knee; and 'the 
pain will not have far to go, before it will seize upon 
pour whole person : ah ! you cry out ! you com- 
plain! longer sleep ! you no longer eat! you no 

klilfyer." i 1 »i3c ! you no longer sing ! you no longer 
/tumirth and you are no longer the same! 
i>^tears into my eyes ; but, while 1 weep, 
cured : I hope so, and wish so. The 
^^plels you seat to madame de Nevers, not- 
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vililiStanding your gout, cannot certainly be the last 
'• have wiittcu ; they highly disserve to be followed 
‘ ^ . YfMi must have received our letters of the 

' A ' will have proved to you, that at 

- V' rt:ceived all yours; this is also an 
' ' v3 owe you an acknowledgement of 
, 1 June 12. This then settles oni; 

acccuni sorry to have lost any OM 

of your Idlers; besides their own value, which yon 
know I do not consider trifling, they have almost always 
bee\i accouipatiied by the works of M, de Nevers^ of 
which 1 have made a little collection that I w'ould not 
]>ci3t with fo3' a great deal of money. I know not why 
yv'd do rot ivceive cur letters, and still less wh}^ you do 
no', p.t To a !>' pc ; on observing how you set about it at 
Ui 1 t ic-ii; hi rroliiir.g in the w^orld so easy; but we 
fcee, Cl t!:- rc'nlrjsv, that ni^thlng is so ‘hlTjcult; I bo*»- 
licvo the y Cdiud must take the affair in hand, after 
all : oh 1 ha-Pen clicii to pray to him on the subject, fijjr 
we long yoj. M. de Ch?ulnes infurms my 

da»--U4ief,'' tliat l!ic thing that is the least thought of 
m Uic concla\e, is the making a pope, and that by 
tips he tciU her all the secret; Ins whole letter is ex- 
trci-iely amusing. My son had so great a desire ta 
obey this duiic, that, had it not been for my daughter^ 
I think he would have perished in the undertaking; not 
for ^he sake of going to Home, but to see so illustrious 
an ambassador, and you also, my dear cousin ; but 
madame de Grignan decided imperatively, as mistress 
of the house, and as a Proven^ale, who is better ac- 
quainted than we are with the power of thle sun rn 
Italy at this season. Return then to sec us, n, y dear 
neighbour; come and embrace us. I consent to all 
madame de Coulanges is doing for her Temple ; sh^ 
will not often have our incense, but she will parhape 



It You savj that while yovt 
h your yd^Og mistress, if she fouri(J another 
on think she would accept him. Tell the 
^Ut^bai^BaSdr to read you the account 1 sent him of the 
ifeBghtftil trip our duchess has taten to MarJj*. Make 
'ittifty compliments for me ; you knov^Lvrtter than I do^ 

Vrbom they ought to be given. 

■ 

LETTER *DCCCCXCV, 

raOM MADAME DE SEVIGNE TO THE COUNT BE BUSSY. 

Gn^^oart, July 12, i6oi. 

1 HAVE been at Grignah these eight months, my dear 
cousin. I informed you of the courage I possessed in 
doming here all the way from Britany : 1 have not re- 
pented my journey. My daughter is amiable, you well 
iilow, and she loves me dearly. M. de Grignan has 
eyery quality to render society pleasing. Their house 
is Yery beautiful, and very magnificen4^4i*bas a noble 
appearance : they live extremely well, and see a 
4ieal of company. The only Sorrow we have had during 
the winter, was to see the master of the house ill of a 
fever^ from which the bark had great difficulty to ex- 
tricate him, notwithstanding its powers. At length he 
is well. He has taken a journey to Aix, where they 
were delighted to see him again. On the other hand, 
my son is also come from Britany to drink the waters 
of this country, where the good society, to which he 
very muyh adds by his presence, contributes more to 
his restoration than any other remedy. We are ail 
here therefore together. There is a 3’oung Grignan 
whom you do not know, who supports her station well. 
She is sixteen years of age, is very pretty, and has a 
good unc^erstanding ; we do not fail to improve it. All 
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on well, and indeed too well ; 

and the months^ and theytars, pass go 8V)(^1|:^ 

; nt I can no longer retain them. Time, in its 
Ldmea me away, in spite of myself; in vain I 
Tour to^top him, M drags me along; the thooglit^- 
this alarms nA:«fc.**The little Grignan has spent the win* 
ter with us; he has^had a fever this spring; it is 
within a fortnight thft he has rejoined his regmati*!^'- 
which happily was not at Coni*. He cannot therefore 
be accused of having fled. 

The knowledge of when we are to set out for PaTi^^, is 
still in the secrets of Providence. It is impossible to 
speak to you ntote freely of the great /, as M. Nicole 
says, than I have just done ; but it is what you wish. 

Let us return to you, my good cousin. You have beeiu 
I believe, to your assembly of states; I delayed writ- 
ing to you till they were over. I know not what you 
are doing. You intend to go and pay your court 
Fontainbleau ; you will do well. You will be 
nate in glcarntg-his majesty, effect it in whatever way 
"yuTTWfll. Adieu, my dear cousin. I ask pardon of 
your wit for this dull letter; but such letters must 
sometimes be written. 

♦ M. de Bulondc, who had the management of the siege of Con}, 
deceived by &lse advices, abandoned it precipitately, and retreated in 
grcr,t disorder. The excessive grief betrayed by Louvois, seems to give 
the lie to those who pretended that Bulonde had only obeyed his orders, 
an(f geconded his plan for the prolongation of the war* Hiii general 
wai gent to the Bastille* 





EE-TTER * DCC(?CXCVI. 

OE SEVICNE TO M. D£ COULANCES; 

Giignan, July 24 , 1691. 

reckonings make long friends I have re- 
<^iye^ all your letters, my dear neighbour ; that of 
May *50, that of Juno 4, about ‘which you weie un- 
easy, anti the last of July 4; with ih:t c !.j. tie 
Keyers sunt you from Genoa, and, in slicrr, :-ll the 
Vt^brks of this duke, who is the true son of Ap:.!!o and 
theMuF.es. You ask me if I do not trcaMiceali his 
productions : indeed I do ; I have not ro'it a single one , 
th^y have highly arr u^ed us, as \\el) as evti y one who 
has passed this way whom wc Irave deemed worlliy of 
them. The last epistie i> rather abo/e Paulina’s capa- 
city ^ but we have bad the pleasure of finding oiuselvcs 
caij^ble of explaining to licrwliairhs did not under- 
Itatid. With respect ta the dcscriplltn oi the dinner, 
it IS suited to the taste of ;he best guests ; and 
M, de Grignan^s, the chevalier de St Andre’s, my scads, 
mi all our mouths water : i never saw so excellent a 
repast ; I have just placed it among ti<e other wonders 
yf this duke. To conclude the article of letters : v. hen 
j^ou have received that of the Q5ih of June, and this, 
yon will have received all, 

l,et us now come to yours, the beginning of which 
aad nearly brought me to tears. How can 1 iciimy you 
confined to your bed, afllictcd in every lindo and every 
oint of your poor little body; and your ueives so 
effected, .that you can neither stir hand nor fool? This 
& enough to drive us to despair : but to see tliat rdil this 
)roduces a song upon your melancholy situation, ac- 
jompanied by another, the most humorous in the 
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V li a thing which you see daily ; you may sup- 
pose, my poor cousin, Hhis isv a ^ real comfort to our 
hearts, as it proves that the vital principle is not attack- 
ed. This fit of the gout has only giveti you the ©lue 
devils, anil made you look forward to futurity under 
* the most melancholy aspect in which it can present 
itself to ^ou; but ti^s situation, so violent, and so edri-; 
trnry to y^^iv disposition, has not had leisure to make 
any impression on you* 

In spjto of St. Peter, which is past, and of the pre- 
d; Cl ions ot the physicians, a pope is made, arid the 
cnidinals will leave the conclave w^ithoufc the event 
hc.ung cost them their lives; on the contrary, they 
wi!! recover their health, and their liberty. It is not 
the lir^t time that gentlemen of the faculty have erred 
in judgement. I'lie duke de Chaulnes has written us a 
letter by the courier, dated the T5th, which brings the 
news of the exaltation : he thinks of nothing now but 
of coming to sec us ; he will be with ns a fortniglit'; 
and though the pope* be a Neapolitan, he maintains 
affair of the bulls is so well disposed of, that it 
will be the signni-gun for saddling horses, and setting 
out ibr Crignan ; this hope gives us great pleasure, and 
very much abridges the share 1 wished to take in all 
ycur mtlancholy calendars : it is at an end, however, 
DiV dear cousin ; you are cured, you are set out, you 
arc on ttio point of arriving here. I embrace you a 
tliOn:^.nd times. Let us talk a litllc of the table in the 
aiibahsador’s closet, of t’je chaos of letters, of the 
d('et) abyss of bags, of tlie confusion of papers, from 
which, like the infernal regions, when once a poor 
leiter is throw^n into it, it never comes out again. It 

* Cardinal Pip^natclli was elected p'ipe on the 12 th of July, wad took 
th^ name oriunoccnt XII. 



Of 

tbat zniiie was found ; but it wa^ 
^ ^ug^bler^s letter, in which I had written ; she had 
inclination to be offended at being thus lost and 
lii^|rfannded with the rest ; but I appeased her in the 
way I could, by assuring her that the ambassador 
what she wrote to him, with the deepest attention, 
||(ld> tkat it was upon ray lines he Jhad not concle&cended 
throw a^ single glance : and, it is the f^ct ; lor he 
said I had not written to him. She replied, '' Bat as it 
Va» ray letter, why consign it to this chaos To this 
fcknew not what to answer; the ambassador will think 
of it, if he pleases. It is true, that ray poor letters 
have only the value you give to them, by reading them 
Its you do ; for they have their tones, and are unbear- 
able when they are brayed out, or spelled word by 
word.: be this as it may, my dear cousin, you give 
them a thousand times more honour than they de- 
(wrve* 


LETTER ^DCCCCXCVII. - — ^ 

FROM THE SAME TO THE SAME. 

j GrignaD , J uly 36, 1691. 

1 AM so astonished at the new^s of the sudden death of 
M. de Louvois t, that I know not how or where to begin 

The death of Louvois, as it is well known, has been tlie ol*«jpct of 
many discussions. It has been said that he was poisoned. Saint Sinion 
affimts it; and liis account charges the king with this crime. Voltaire 
■ays, witli reason, that this is repugnant to every idea that has been 
formed of the character of Lewis XIV. Of those who felt like him, 
some said tliat it was a revenge of the duke de Savoy’s ; others, that 
Louvois poisoned himself. The last opinion desei-ves to l>e inquired 
krto. It is agreed on all sides, that he was on the eve of disgrace, that 
h# expected harsh treatment, that he spoke of death as preferable to this. 
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, the subject to you. This gre^ rtti^itw theC^SiMl^r 
of consequence, who held so e?tihed^ e situati^, 
k moi (I), as M. Nicole says, was so 
wa^ ths centre of so many things, is dead : &ow' 
allaii's, designs, jjrojects, secrets, interests td ' 

wars begun, intrigues, and noble moves at cbei$9> lli# i 
he not to make and to, conduct ! “ O God, 
little time;*I want to give check to the duke of Sa;vbyi^7 
ciieck-male to tlie prince of Orange no, no, not 
morntnt, a single moment. Can we reason upon thiis 
strange event? indeed we cannot ; it is in our closet wd 
must reflect upon it. I'his is the second minister'^ yOd- 
have seen expire since you have been at Rome : nothing 
is more different than the manner of their death; but 
nothing more similar than their fortune, and the hun^ 
drcd thousand chains which attached them both to tho 
world. 

fall, and that he was a violent and passionate man, whom no scn^l#^ 
restrained. Under all tliese circumstances, there is nothing very ini«» 
h. his suicide. But it appears tliat this fact was never cleared 
up ; and it is an inconvenience to which we are easily resigned. It it 
certain, however, that the king made no concealment that the event oT 
Ills deatli happened very opp^jLiMtely to draw him out of difficulties; it 
is also certain, tliat the deam of this manj, who had done so much 
harm, was a great loss. The epitaph of Louvois, wbicli appeared aC 
that time, gave a good idea cf the public opinion respecting lum ; 

Ici git, sous qui tout plioit, 

£t qui 4^ tout avoir connoissance parfaitO; 

Louvois que personne n^aimoit, 

Et que tout Ic monde regrette. 

Here lies one to whom all yielded. 

And who knew of all the bent; 

Louvois, who sense with power wiekled, 

- Whom no one loved, and till lamenu 


With M. de St^ignelaii 



OF 


ITitJi regard to the great objects which ought to lead 
to God, you say you find your religious sentiments 
ten by what is passing at Rome and in the conclave, 
poor cousin, you are deceived; I have heard that a 
rof very excellent understanding drew a quite con- 
trary inference from what he saw in this great city ; he 
concluded that the Christian rell/^ion must necessarily 
be' all holy and all miraculous, to subsist thifs, oi' itself, 
in the midst of so many disorders and so inreh j)iofa:ia- 
tion. Do then as he did, draw the same ices, and 

believe that this ver}’- city was formerly vv,i lied with 
the blood of an infinite number of martyrs ; that in the 
first centuries, all the intrigues of the conclave ended • 
in choosing from among the priests him who appeared 
to have the greatest zeal and strength to endure mailyr- 
dbm ; that there were thi|ty-seven popes who suffered, 
one other ; ai]|phat the certainty of their fate 

hadHPIReiice overj0iem to make them fly from, pr 
ipefuse, a situation to ’Which death was attached, and a 
death of the most horrible nature. You hs^ve only to 
r^ad this history, to be convinced that a re|Sgion,~sTn>^' 
gifting by a continual miracle, both in its^^blishrncnt 
and its duration, cannot be an invention opthen. I\Iea 
do not think thus : read St. Adgustin in his’^ Veriic de la 
Religion (Truth of Religion); read^bbadie *, very 
different indeed from that great saintj^J)ut not unwort ijy 
of being compared with him when he speaks of llie 
Christian religion : ask the abbe de Polignac vv’.at he 
thinks of this book. Collect all these ideas, and do not 
judge so hastily : believe that whatever intrigues may 
take place in the conclave, it is the Holy Ghost that 
always makes the pope. God works all, he is the sove- 

• Author of a book on the truth of the Christian religion. He wjui 
g Protestant. 
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^•reign of all, and this is what we doght 16 think : T h^Vf 
^ road this sentiment in a good bdr*k : *' What evil cm 
happen to a iiian who k»’ows th^.t God does all thin^^ 
and who loves whatever God does?*^ And with thuTi 
jny dear cousin, I take my leave. 

•LETTER DCCCCXCVm. 

rrOM THE SAME TO THE SAME. . 

# 

^ Grignan, August 14, 1691* 

Come hither, that I may embrace you, caress you, and 
tell you that iny daughter, whose approbation you so 
hi. hly value^ji^elighted with your two little couplets 
on the Nothing, in my opinion, could be 

better iinagined, nor better executed : we have all been 
in raptures. But, my dear cousin, the duke de Chaulnes, 
ill his letter of July 20, says not' a word respecting 
de Lonvois f ; his death seems to me to demand an ex- 
clamation or tw'o. llis hopes are very sanguine as to 
the new pope, though not the work of his hands ; all 
our interest is, that he will give us our bulls, and that 
you will come and pay us a visit; that day seems to 
me lo be at our finger's end, so swiftly docs time pass. 
You will find my son at Marseilles, wdio will be there 
to meet you ; this is an attention he owes to our gover- 
nor, by way of amends for not having gone to Rome. 

1 long to know what you thought of the return of 
-M. de Pomponne to the ministry: it was to us a subject 
of re«\l joy : M. and niadume de Grignan had no doubt 
of this event, from a truly prophetic spirit; but I wished 

•f M. (le Louvois (lied on the l6th July, and it is not surprising that 
the news oC this event should not have reached M. de Cliaulnes on th* 
'20Ul. 



much eveti to listen to them ; and n'lien madaine 
ns sent the news to my daughter, I was so sur- 
I and so tfansported, that I knew not what I heard : 
igth I comprehended that it was a very agreeable 
nothnly to me but to the rest of the world, for 
;,you cannot form an idea how generally his return is 
’ approved, lhave paid my compliments to madame de 
Chaulnes and our ambassador, on the choice of M. de 
Beauvilliersj this is another strange man with whom 
the king augments his council ; which is now perfect, 
like every thing his majesty does: he is the cleverest 
man in his kingdom, he is never idle, and provides for 
every thing j nothing remains but to pray to God, that 
he may be preserved to us. The dauphin enters into 
all the councils ; do you not also approve this ? it is truly 
associating him with the empire : we have subjects for 
admiration every where. If your good pope would make 
^ce, it won ldj)^ an act worthy of himself, and would 
place us in a ^Bion to praise, with a more tranquil 
mind, all the TOders we see. Adieu, my dear cousin, 
you know bow I am disposed tot^ards you. M. della* 
rilloDs and M. de Jannin are dead ; we shall die too. 

[End of ik Letters from rnadmne de Seoigne. and 
madame de Grignan, to the dvke de Chaulnes and M, de 
Cotdanges, durir^ the stay uShich the two latter made at 
Some.] 
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LETTER *DCCCCXCIX. 

# 

FHOM MADAME DE LA ^AYETTE TO MADAME DE 

Paris, September 19, 1691. 

My health is a little %ctter than it has been ; that is,* i 
am not so much afflicted with the vapours; I have no 
other disorder. Be not uneasy respecting my liealth, 
my con> plaints arc not dangerous ; and though they 
should become so, it would be only from great languor 
and natural dern}^ which is not the business of an hour; 
be easy, therefore, with regard to the life of your poor 
friend : you will have time to be prepared for whatever 
may happen, unless from some unforeseen accident, to 
which all mortals are liable, and I more than any other, 
because I am more mortal than any other; a per- 
son in health is a miracle to me. The chevalier de 
Grignan is my nurse; I am truly grateful to him, and 
I love him with all my heart. The duchess de Cbaulnes 
came to see me yesterday ; my situStfen excited her 
pity. My daughter-in-law had a miscarriage a week 
after her delivery ; this happens to many women; it is 
being very near having two children ; her daughter is 
well : they vvill have children enough. Our poor friejid 
Croisillcsf is still al Saint Gratieti; he sends me wcH‘d 
that health is very good in the country; you should 
see how he is, to wonder that he can boast of health : 
the chevalier de Grignan and I are really uneasy about 
him. The abbe Totu has taken a journey into the 
country ; niadame de Cbaulnes and I suspect that he is 
gone to La Trappe. The good madame Lavocat is very 
*•11 : but she has been in the world a very long time. I 

if Ttarshal <le Catinet, 



•wiwiKk or 
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am wlmlff yoors, my dear friend, and no leas derated . 
to year amiable and excellent party. 

I have just been informed that M. de la Feuilladef 
died last night; if this be true, it is a noble example t* 
Its to beware how we torment ourselves with the con-i 
cems of hfe. 

LETTER *'M. 

raOM THE SAME TO THE SAME. 

Paris, September !2G, 1691# 

Come to Paris for my sake, my dear friend ? the very 
thought alarms me. God forbid that I should thus inter- 
fere with your plans; and, though I ardently long fov the 
pleasure of seeing you, I should purchase this pleasure 
too dear, if it were at your expense. I informed you, 
a week ago, of the true state of my health ; I was then 
perfectly well ; and I have been, as by a miracle, a 
whole fortnight without the vapours, which is to say in 
other words, free from all disorders. I have not been 
«o well for th^l^khree or four days past ; but it is the 
sight alone of a sealed letter, which I have not opened, 
that has brought upon me a return of my complaint. I 
AID as much like a woman under the power of enchaiit- 

+ Ffanpols d’Aubisson, Juice Je la Fcuilbicle, peer and luarbhal of 
Fra»cc, guyemor of Daupbigny, and father of the last marshal of that 

name. 

Choisy relates, that a few years afterwards, Lewis XIV. sufTcreJ the 
avowal to escape him, that in one year he had been rid of throe tnea 
whom he could no longer endure, Seignelai, Lcnivois, and LaFeuillade. 
Voltaire objects, tliat Seignelai did not die in the same year as the other 
two. But the truth is, that they died all three in less than eleven 
months, and Seignelai on tl»c third of November I 690 . In the sequel 
the king might very well take this for one year; and there is not suf* 
ficient ground for denying dn anecdote which Qboisy r a*, certain, 
and connected with other circumstances wliich cchfirm it. 



after dinner the speli Jf wrote 

month or two m>ce, that thiiiwat my evil hour, and 'at 
present it is my good^one^ I hq)e that my disordeiij 
^having , turned and changed about, wilt 'bdl^ 

I shall alw^ remain a very weak being, 
not imagfS^hb’^ much I am surprised at being sd: # 
was not brought up v^h the idea that tbii could ever 
be the case with me. I return to y^r journey, my- 
dear: be assured that the pleasure I experience from 
the thought Q^H^ing you, is a castle in the air to mej 
but my pleasure would be dis^bed# if your journey idid 
not accord with the affairs ofrinadame de Grignan, and 
with your own. It seems to me, however, setting all 
considerations of interest aside, tb^ you would both do 
well to come ; but I cannot express td|^ how much I 
have, beeh affected at the idea of your-re^ming solely 
upon iny account. I will write you a longer letter,^tlS 
first opportunity, ' 



FROM MADAME DE LA FAYETTE TO MADAME DB gEV|GN£t 

, P»ri§, We4tteid4y, (October 10, 1 691 . 

I HAVE had cruel attacks of the vapours, which have not 
yet left me, and which adhere to raa like the remainf 
of a^ severe fever. In short, I am a fool, though I an 
certainly a tolerably wise woman : 1 wish to thank ib^ 
(lame de Grignan for calming my mind ; she has writt^ 
wonders to the chevalier de Grigjtian. 

TO MADAME DE GEIGJ^AN. 

1 RETUKN you my thanks, madam, and request yon^t 
Older the chevalier de Grignan to love me. I love hir 
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"with 0^ whole heai^* i« a man. Bring t • 

|ybqr mother; you a thousand aOairs of conse- 
^quence that call you here j beware of looking too nar 


wrly into domestic concerns, and of suffering* houses to 
l3|||ri»i!|,ywr view of cities. There are ntore interests 
on^.to be attended to in this world. Come here, 
come to me, for the sake of those who love 


you, and that you wilK at the same time be 

^giving me the pleasure of seeing your mother. 


TO MADAME PE siviGN^.^ 

’IBood heavens, my 4^^ ^nd, how glad I shall be to 
you! 1 shall weep plentifully; every thing makes 
melt into tears. X received letters this morning from 
my son, the abbf|| Who was ijk Poitou, within two leagues 
of madame de laiTroche. A gentleman of consequence, 
i|^-in-law of madame de la Rocbebardon, with whom 
fiaadame de la Troche is at prefent, came to take leave 
my .son, and it was there ,||^|)^ard of the death of 
La Troche *, by the gazette, you ; for I had 

.jfievertnentioned it to my son, wh^^escribes to me the 
§||k^ictioi:i of this gentleman at having such intelligence 
communicate at his own house: this h|ts made my 
^arsQow afresh; inde^ they flow often when 1 am 
i^idone. M. de Pomponne believed madame de la Troche 
. to be rich ; 1 have written to him, and he has informed 
me that the duchess du Lude had deceived him,* and 
they have presented a petition for her. Croisilles 
just gone from hence, he came from Saint Gratien to 
see me: 1 gave your compliments. to him: he is quite 
well. My giand-daughter squints like an owl : no mat- 
ter; madame de Grignan did the same; this is saying 

♦ Killed at the battle of Leuze, September 20, 1 691 . 
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every thing. I am come to ptpSr/ 9^i 

am, if possible, yours more ^er. ^ . 

LETTER *M1L . , 

FROM MADAMS DE S£V1Gn£ TO THE COUNT B 

Grig^; 37 » 1691. 

Our correspondence is so tottering, my dear cou«^ 
that, having no hope of fixing it more^tmly while lyli 
are at such ^/distance from each other, I wait for you 
at the cover, in other word*, at Paris and Versaille^^ 
answer your letter. In the^.meftu time, 1 have a grei^ 
desire not to attend to this exactness, but to pass lightly 
overall you tell me respecting your states, and cOme^ 
once to what interests^ my heart mc^ more, which is 
the pension we are informed the king has given you al 
a time when you had scarcely the civility to dare to ^fk 
him for it. This circq^tance has pleased me ; for, w 
sides the favour bej^l^nsiderable^ the charnm witt 
which it is accoihj^^d, must not be forgotten. I dc 
not know all the particulars, and I request them fro||ii 
you ; but I seem to perceive that M. de BeauiHlliers hik 
on this occasion acted the part of one of the best men ic 
the world, and of a good friend, which is not less esl3^ 
mahle, and which cannot be separated from it. 
heart told me thaCsoon or late, you would feel the valm 
of so precious a friendship ; and I experience true Jpj 
in finding that I was not deceived. We must lovemn^ 
thing that God does. He would not permit your forttm 
to he such as from all appearances it was likely to hav< 
been ; we must submit to this, and I fear 1 have felt th 
privation for you more keenly than you have felt it fo 
yourself. You must accept and receive what he please 
to give you, at a period when your misfortunes rende 
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ot y9*ur gratitude. You luust theic- 
h^k God, the ktlig, and your excellent friend, 
f do t^^nternaliy, my dear cousin, with feelings which 
|ia:Ta mad e rae but too much alive to all the sorrows of 
life, ttis is the heartfelt congratulation which you 
4p|l MceiTofrom me. Here follow some others, which are 
less agreeable for beiog less interested ; those of 
Mi de Grignad, of my daughter, idy son, and M. de Cou- 
who is just returned from Rome. They al I assure 
ll^of their o^ joy, and of the part they take in yours. 
^ shall feel it in every instance, should &is charm be 
^e means of diffusing others over the rest of your life; 
if-you are happy ; if it secures you henceforth from the 
just mortifications you had experienced, and from the 
Vexation of hayh^ always to ask favours of the king: 
in short, if you q»end' the time God has given you to 
serve him in true repose. I thank him with all my heart, 
wish you his grace; for after all the deaths we 
nave lately witnessed, and oh which we might discourse 
a year if we pleased, it is jinp^ible not to w ish a 
Christian death to those we love/ This, my dear cousin, 
^all you will have from me to-day. We said that the 
test letter I wrote to you was a dull one : this is much 
m the same style ; for why should we rejoice that you 
^ve formed a new attachment to this corrupter of the 
liuman race, whom Voiture has so much decried ? But 
it ends in so lofty a strain, by wishing you everlasting 
blessings, that I fear I shall be accused of having 
^Siunted into the sublime. 

Where is my niece de Dalets? Where is tliis Marie 
4e Rabutin, my god-daughter? I embrace them botii, 
and address my letter to you at the house of the latter, 
believing nothing more natural than that you should be 
with her. 





LETTER 

FROM MADAMS DB LA FAYBTTB TO MADAHB4^ 

« Paris, Jamtaiy u«, ;^f 

Alas, my dear! all ibave to tell you of my health ii 
bad ; in short, 1 have no rest ^ay o|^.|iight, in body JH 
ill mind ; 1 am no longer a living beiAg# so far 
gards the oi^ or the other ; I perish visibly ; 1 
die when it pleases God, 1 sujbmit. The lote^ 
cold we have had, prevents lose frm seeing inflame w 
Lavardin. Be assured, my dearest friend, thaf you,^ 
all persons in the world, are the One whom I have 
truly loved. . 

{N, B, Madame de la Fayette', and MJde Bas^ Rahu»^ 
tin, dying in the course qf the year 1693, this part 
correspondence naturally ends qfter the four folloudrig let^ 
iers. It appears al^\ Adi madame de Grignan remained 
at Paris with her menhir during the years 1692 and 1693f 
and that she returned to Grignan only a short Jt^tne before 
her. In this correspond^c therefore, there is no real va^ 
cancy, and consequently little appearance that any letter^ 
of this period will be recovered.] 


LETTER * MIV. 

# 

FROM MADAME DE SEVIGNE TO THE COUNT DE BUSSIT. 

Paris, January 37, 1693. , 
W E arrived here, my dear cousin, Ht the end of the 
year, soon enough for M. de Grignan to be received 
into the order of knighthood, but not sufficiently soon 





pleasure ot* seeing and 
ytns* i {thought IliP the words of the opera ; 

J’aurai bea\i me prcsaer, j’arrlverai trop tard 
•» 

set out at the time you mentioned, 
my niece de Montataire, that you arc 
l%t your country-house, ot^at Adtun, quietly en- 
loying the the king has granted you. You re- 

Ijiired this indqtge^e ; and though I have e xpressed 
yery^ unseasonably, and very uselessly, by 
imking compkti^s between what ipi^^lbe, and wha: 

I have iery i^^is last dispi^tion of Pro- 
lidenc^ whose eVei^ ani^ement 1 ought to adore, 
OrofeSS&j^ as I do, to be entirely devoted to his w II K 
indeed a folly look back upon the past. I asl: 
paMon of God, of you also. 

Let me hear.from you; tell me what sort of life you 
bad: whether my, niece deJDalets, and madame de 
Ibulonjon, do not contribute to render it happy: whe- 
ther your mind does not ccliplNPtE, as M. Nicole ex- 
presses it, by the distance of tStt^^jects that set it in 
motioD? My daughter and 1 mt we were a little 
^jured j; but we begin to recover, and our friends are 
more willing to own us. I can answer for you, 
fjpiy dear cousin, and I have heard you were very well 
bkI FonUunbleau ; and when you are not at court I 
rely on my niece de Dalets to call forth your viva- 
by the exercise of her own. I have too often 
pmhmended you to each other, to f^r for either 
eff ybu the accidents which ha[q)en to others. The 
whole court is full of joy and rejoicings at the mar- 
riage of M. de Chartres, and mademoiselfe de Blois. 
There will be a grand ball, for which all those who say 
they have not a farthing in the world are making pre- 

• It will be ill vain for me to press forward, I sliall arrive too late. 
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parations that will cos|, tb^ jfrofm .tw 
sand pistoles. This ibeir 

which, however, is real. But the Frencii‘ have 


sources in their wish ^to please the king, which w6aU; 

be incredible, whatever we were ^Id, 

ness them with our owm eyes. We shah ^ 

all the courtiers, old and young, dressed accordittjfw 

their age, and every ^e most splendidly. 


M. de Grignan and my daughter ^t^ure you of th^ 
best services. I'hey have a little girt bere^ who, wCtli^ 
out possess! tnother^s beautyy htw sh Well temper- 
ed and soften^ thb* air of t^|^figlthhs;that shWis r^ty 
very handsome. You will idsme tlay perhaps jydge 
yourself. I sincerely hope so, and that you will coiW 
tinuc* to love me as much as I 1 embrace hiy 

dear niece de Dalcts. 


letter ^ MV. 

rr-t 

FROM MADAME DE TO TBt Cb^NT DE 

‘”v : ' 

Paris, April 12, 

I SUPPOSE, my good cousin, that you did not wait 
my answer, to be certain of my approbation, of nay 
niece s bout-rime. It would not disgrace the duke <4 
Burgundy^s governor. It contains all that can be sa^ 
on the education of a young man f . More noble anc 
mofe solid lessons could not be given him. -I congra* 
tulate this youth, who h|is so fine a name (M. de 
hac), that he will not be allowed to be a moderat^ 
worthy man, with a mother and a grandfather who $c 
.well know What he ought to be. I do not tell you tha^ 

'I' This sonnet, in the manner c£ the ^tiatra^ae of Pibrac, was ad 
dn sseil to her son. It has appeared to the editor too poor to be insert 
c<\ hfro. 
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W'-to-'toave. as much wit as ever jf 
'te'^f6urselves. I wish you 
r'4*^i4)fe to^atty the ^toie of* my (daughter and me. 
te^ataends for my ikiilt in having said nothing of 
^<^rbinellw here he comes to talk to you . 



. FBOM M. D£ COBfflNELLl. 

Though I hav^ ao bad a cold, sir, as to have my 
teotith shut to every thing like wit, I have thought the 
yf^rses I have seen excellent. Our frieiK^ father Bou- 
jMHirs, sent me this ks Nouvellhs Bemarques sur 

la Longue (New Remarksldn Language). I found you 
agreeably quot^, as a man whose authority ought 
I^Vegulate the language* I tell you no news. There 
never was so respecting the preparations in all 

quarters for a memorable campaign, of which you alone 
jatmld he Worthy of being the historian, since you carr- 
ot be the captain. Adieu, sinvlf you were all I could 
you would perhaps be ni^ than you desire t« I 
am madame Dalets’ molt ob^hsi^^^vant. 

LETTER ♦ MVI. 

iFJihVi TBB COUNT PB BUBSV TO MADAME D£ SEVICNK. 

Chaseu, December 2, 1692. 

Little stories do not displease you, my dear cousin. I 
send you one, written by Theophilus, in Latin, which 
appeared to me worthy of beijp^^ Translated, and of 
amusing you. Cured, thank Heaven, of love and for- 

f This must not be taken literally, Bor must the pbHofOphiral Cor- ' 
binelli be thought ill of for having adopted this language. He treated 
Buwy like a sick man, mhaui mortified vanity stood in need of sortie in. 
diligence, to support the bitternew of his soul. These praises aic n<it 
Battery, but consolation. 



tune^ I am happy in beii^ s^le 
trifles, I even find 

charms of life, for they cost nothing to th^ bddyor ib 
the soul ; and though I am convinced by experience, par-^ 
ticnlarly within thc^'se five or six years, that^jfcfe work dl 
salvation alone is capable of satisfying^ the 
still necessary for m^'to amuse my mind. God,*w^ 
endowed ri\e with che^&lless at my birth, wishes me, no 
doubt, to enjoy myself ; and especially, when it is at 
the expense only of Larissa and GHson. Your niece is 
of my opinion. We both embrace you, and the dear 
countess alsd; with all our hearty 1 recommend our 
friend Corbinelli to read j^ou the Latin of my little 
story, and to set off my French tp the best advanta^ 

Translation qf a Fragment from, ThcophiItts*» 

. Larissa was fond of telling stPries, and she told them 
well. Finding herself in company one day, «hc wii 
very desirous torecou^^e follies of her youth, wdiich 
she did in the folloWflOg manner : 

I was in th^Pprice of a Roman citizen with a 
young Greek, his diav^, whom a shipwreck had re- 
duced to the same extretoity, though born free. Na- 
ture had imprinted upon the countenance of this young 
man, all the marks of nobility and of good education^ 
which he owed to his birth, and the care of his parents, . 
It easy to perceive, that he was not born for the 

♦ Tills story is translated elsewhere, in a style more flowery, inti 
Dioie aiiulugous to the original, which is written in the manner of Pc.. 

I tionlus and ApuUus. But Buaay’s version presents a sort of simple ele^ 
/gince, which mstl^ readers may prefer. It has besides given an oppor- 
.*tnity to insert the letter which fijilows, and which is the last of ma- 
damc de Sdvignd’s correspondence with her cousin. This is a sufficient 
y<M3on for not deeming the fragment sujierfluous. 
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had reduced him I f 

bad tbilQ^ttiy an; tiofll^pV under the lightest 

Adtt Gould be imposed : he was desirous however of do- 
thing, and forgot his birth, in endeavouring 
himself to the present state of his for- 
ButPnnSble to combat with the fatigue and hard 
^^^f a servant, he at length became dejected, and 
ivas so indifferent about himMf, '^as to neglect even to 
»>mb his hair, which was the most beautiful that ever 
(fM seen. In a short time, he became pale and wrinkled ; 
liis eyes were hollow and languishing; hi^f hands rough 
ind discoloured; indeed, ^^ wa^ no lon^^ possible to 
recognise him. Sorrow^ j|ad depressed his mind, as 
^ch as fatigue had injulNsd^is health. He often sighed, 
ll^ his affliction my pity. I thought fortune 

wy unjust towai]|ife him; I exhorted him to take com- 
bf>t; I wept over liis misfortunes; 1 taught him the 
iuties of his oiflee, and 1 even sometimes assisted him 
|^;tbe discharge of them. This misery did not deprive 
ll^/pf a noble air, and an il^K^mi;sibl|^ superiority over 
n^"" which made me feel his birth, and 

O which I willingly submitt sensible of the 
►bligations he owed me, and thanked me with the po- 
Ueness of a courtier. At length, his various good qua- 
ities made so strong an impression upon me, that, be- 
ieving I felt only pity for his misfortunes, I found love 
or bis person lurking in my heart, and I at length loved 
dm to distraction.'^ 

^^Larissa, by this ^tory, had attracted the attention of 
he whole company, but particularly of two young 
;irls who counterfeited sleep, lest propriety should 
blige them to retire, if they appeared to understand 
iie story. One qf them having opened her eyes, to 
)ok at Larissa, as if unintentionally, closed them again 
nmediately. The other pretending to awake, Is it 





day-li|^ already ?” 
it. The company 

a subject of roerrtmd^ la fhe ibeaa'i^B 

Larissa had ceased speaking, by observmg, 
would not finish thei account of her sd^renture, 
the fear of giving pain to these young giln; and 4^ 
threatened the company with some old 
lories: but Eugenio, impatient to hear the rest of itre 


story, Ah, Larissa said he, ‘Vtfaese girls have only 
feigned sleep, for the purpose of listening to you 
less restraint* I assure you they are paore eager than 
any of us, td ‘tEDOw the end of your history. Continue, 


1 conjure you,’^ said he/r embracing hm* She 
seated, promised to finish story as modesty as :i^ 


could, and, making 
said to them : 


Jl est permit s«wj«iuic» 

Be D’etre {(■$, toujuiuci $1 

and thus resumed: 

At one tiii^||l^^^^^|^aine4 oi^Lo'^, and 
next I pray€^^<^®j®?%reat^ij^P said I, clitiiet 
cure me of or make me beloved by<'^ 

object.’ But I codfd^W longer eat, no lon^r sleen, 
The beauty of QHson (this was. the name of him J 
loved), returned daily; for tin^, which compaitses 
every thing, ^ had alleviated bis ^rbm. For mysa^ 
J was scarcely to be recognised; and. In proportion as 
the charms of GHson increased, my secret passion al* 
tered my mind, my countenance, and my di^pos^ihii. 
I dared not reveal my love, and I was in despair at Con- 
cealing it; drat Glison knew not my disorder. He pi- 
led me, and repaid with gratitude only, the ohligo- 
jons he owed me, contesting himself with assisting 

* Young persons are allowed not to be always so prudent. 



e la my ^ a slave* I had assisted him 
IjjbBat* at no longer mist) 

'a^passiptiVl saw f ihust avow it. One 

^ay then, O happy day i a day I shall never forget, 
tving found Glison upon my bed, where he often re- 
i^aed himself after dinner, I entreated him, bursting 
ito tears, to take pity on me. He opposed not my 
ishes, and even appeared glad that he had saved my 
fe. 

** Enjoy yourselves, my children, while youth allows 
|ti ,to do so. The remembrance of past pleasures w'iil 
^ the only ones you will know in ypuK<^ age.'’’ 

LETTER *MVir; 

WiLy OF MADAHE bfiSi^VlGME TO THE COUNT DE BUSSV. 

* Taris, December 10, 1692. 

ndit little atOry, my dear cousiu*fi46.so modestly wrap- 
id tip, that one may praise it ^ blush ; but the 

ij^tionsof ywr letter bav/i|^M|^p||^m pleasure 
f "Ifte story, '^oqr argumed^^^nii^ed in a dozen 
bes, which are at once just, and playful, make us 
Jisily recognise your happy character, and say with 
UT friend Co rbinelii, that your translations do honour 
>‘the originals, but that ..no translator wiir ever do 
mtlce to you. I have mily to wish you and my dear 
iece the long enjoyment of a. life which might even 
xcite the envy of those who pity you. Is it not true, 
Sjfecc*? You will not contradict me; and you will both 
emtinue to love me, — if you please. 



WADAJiW’ri^ 


isi 


Ui:irs^P4W^iih 

FllOM M. DE COULANGBS TO MADEMOIBELI.E OE GEIGN^t 

li 

Parii, 

I FEEL myself highly honoured^ charming Paulina,^^ 
your goodness in addressing me, to make me the cpn^> 
dant of your friendship for the ducbesa de ViUeroi : sh< 
certainly received your letter with ^ety sentiment ye^ 
could wish ; would already have answered it| .Mi 
for the melai^itoly event of the deat^ of ine^anus 
Barbesieuxf^ Which has thrown all her i^atioos aht 
friends into great affliction. "'The poor little djMhea$J 
has been almost dead with grief, Bterally so; I saw M 
for three hours with the vapouri, to so iriolent and un 
usual a degree, that we were quite al^rmedvlbr her: be 
grief is now confined to moderate limits,; but it is j 
Wound that will long bleed in the family. The archb| 
shop de Rheims ^all never advise M* 

besieux to manr|^g^||'|l^ the liup^sibility of 6m 
ing another wooQt&e^ni^^ perfect : but 1 shall advisj 
the contrary, if one^ from my hand; fo 

I know a little mairterpiece; not of despicable and pe 
rishable riches, but of every rare and adorable perfec 
tion, who might very*easily make him forget what 
has lost, and render him the happiest of men. ATt^ 
having wept and bewailed her for three days at his cot 
tage at Lestang, he will return on Saturday evenifig t 

•f* Catliarine Loaise de CrusSdl d’U.sez, who dictl May 4, 1694. 

X Miirguejit«**^Tellier, sUter of M. de Barbesieux, duchess t 
Jlcroi. 

^ (’iisirles-Maurice Ic Tt ilier, unrle of M. de Barbcs'c.ix, 

^ It is Paulma de Grignan tliat M, dc Coulanges meaos, and thesas 
^ lioui this letter is addressed. 



ViwPMb duchess de U 

her mother *} foi 
|f, l ufta goi^ With my weak legs, u 

f^-My poor anus to Saint Martin^ where 1 shall b( 
Mb ttina^with cardinal de Bouilfon. I wish the air o 
&SI Mat^ may restate my shoulders to their duty 
wind is so dry aqd piercings that it is. more cal 
to fcjH than to core: have you such weather a 
(^rignan^l^lli^g^ departure of Madame de Se 
ac^ uhenVer de Orignan takes place to-mor 
1M1 yott caniKi^ fiul to be pleased at hay^ such guests 
SMiM is de- 

beifeve firmly, ijbai I shall some 
fi^my^lf there in full admiration of all 

grandeur ^ fer chapter <m one side, all these 
-wUtcheom iii dueal ipantles on the other, this mag- 
nificent castle, ^eae well-furnished apartments, these 
tables in i^llery, the crowd of persons going and 
and then this coum af| c^tess, who fill the 



s so nobly, are 
glory of Ni- 


sh'well, and eoterte]it,| 
ne neither more iio 

|ti4e, and an abode which taste in every re- 

spect: expect me then, adorafile Paulina, and be as- 
sured that you will never see any one arrive at Grignan 
who tumours and eiiteems you more than I do. ^ 

1 doubt not that madame de Coulanges will give you 
herself some account of her health, which is much bet- 
ter than it was. 


FBOM MADAME DE COULANGES, 

Since your departure, mademoiselle, nStuiiif has been 
talked of here but your letters : but I am, tired of hear- - 
ing more of your words than your deeds ; y ou can never 

* Ajwac dc Sovvrd, xovchioness de Louvois. 



MADAitc -iss:- 

, is to l0w, md 

;;unate ciromnstaiice ytiii i 

meats on the tragical de 

the same to madarae dc (^rignan; of whom it »;%yi^ 
good of me to thinks without complamiog 
taken madame de Sevigne awa^ from 
own to you that I can form to myself no idea of 
fort, except in that of going to Gricnan, w;here i|lop4 
you will receive me better t^e, 

took this Jour^^, when you did not^i&p Jr^i:^appfs|ft 
ance there, ma^mdiselle; 1 very pil^ 

obliged to y^^PF'‘^tt/ii31|.«5)mind,A^'M^d 0^^ 
Grignan of tfee way in whl|DiL^i winir ^ 

with you that I am^not d^im; you woul^ 
person very much attached to y^^'chth^s. 


LliTTEft ^MIX; 


[. D£ COOliA9i&S8 TO MADAME D£ SFYION^ 




Paris, May 34, 1994. 


It will be exactly a f^^^ght to-morrOw since you tboi 
vour departure ; it is time therefore, my amiable go 
verness, to write to you at Grignan, ami assure you that 
you are heartiljr welcome there. Wc heard fi^ 3rov 
Tit Moulins, and so far your journey had been proa* 


perous ; 1 hope it continued so, and that at the presenf 
mrnnent, recovered from all your fatigues, you are en- 


joying the sight of many whom you love, and all the 
pleasure inseparable from the house you inhabit. €tf 
myself, I ^ Saint Martinis f 

on the same day you set out from hence ; and as you 
are no enemy to details, I will give you an account of 


vf An abbey beautifully situated tteax Ponlowe, of which cardinal de 
“'bouillon was titulary. 
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«mc^ I was at Saint Martinis 

Saturday, of iltirth and jollity ; 

|rlt^^aail^er.^^ 1 ^ out of spirits, with- 
dit {^wing w'hy, nor a worse companion : Saint Mar^ 
m's^ aiidthe cardinal, have always inexpressible charms 
i^&e; but this shoulder and this hand, which are not 
from pain, and which are continually playing me 
Ticks, have thrown me into a stupidity and lowness of 
ipirits, from which I cannot rouse myself. This makes 
me rei^ye to attend to my health ; and for this purpose 
tl^ve ^ven ifry^lf up for a week past |io^|bit?eding and 
rep^t^^ medicines, froin which I yet feel all 

tlie expect, to do ; but it fs to be hoped that, 

baying myself entered on toy duty, my good constitu- 
jtion will return to it also. This, then, my adorable go- 
verness, is toy present situation ; I have had a great 
many visitors during my course of medicine, and when 
I am well I shall have employment enough, in going to 
thank all the good people who interest themselves so 
,n|n0h in my health, 1 am better off than 

nismy who are afflicted witb|^^ 1 W^^e purples, and a 
thousand other disorders, M. ^'Harlai, the chance l- 
Jor^s son-in-law, is very seriously indisposed ; so is the 
president de Coigneux^s lady ; but poor mademoiselle 
Sanaei is worse than either, and stands a chance, if 
• God does not inter[>ose, of falling into the same com- 
plaint as the late duchess de Grammont. It is said that, 
perfumes and jonquils, at a lime when such odours are 
fatal, have reduced her to this extremity. Her dls- 
bVder has hitherto been qualified by calling it a rheu- 
matism in the bowels; and there is no £ejnedy that has 
not been resorted to, even to bleeding her in the foot 
three or four times within two days; in short, she is in 
such violent agitations and convulsions, she has no 
rest but bv taking opium, of which they give her to^ 



1 


MADAME 


$T 


large ^ quantit}' : |9fay»iclanft 

« loss for a remedy In/^^Pl^t^ordiaaty comptdte^ 
Madame de Coulangcs has jiiii Sent Saint- Donhat 
siciah) to madeihoisellB de Sanzei, and his retail^ will 
tell us what we have to expect> with regard to the care 
of this poor girl ; the misfortune is, that he canttet Bosi^ 
her long, ^r he is going away immediately. Madottiai 
de Poissi is brought to bed of a fine boy : cpngratiilatc 
all who bear the name of Maisons and Lamoignon. The 
whole city is finding a wife fof M. de Barbcsieaxf^ 
but it is certain that he is still too niilch aifiicted to 
think. of marrying again; .! am sriiling to 
all I hear, that he will prefer soHd worth to perishable 
treasures, when he finds himself obliged to hare 
course to a second marriage. M. de Bari 11 on is td 
espouse mademoiselle Doublet to-day ; the chevalier 
de Bezons was also married yeste^ay/ Do you know 
another person who is going to be married, if he is not 
so already ? I mean marquis de Grignan; for the 
news is, that he k or hp married, madenti^ 

selle de Saint Avdam. ft is for you, madam^ to clear 
up this fact to us ; yon^ have, at least, one advantage, 
that we have a very high opinion of all you will do or 
may have done ; good money, and plenty of it,-— this ia 
a great thing in times like these. All the warriors CiskB 
leave next week; Versailles and the noble houses wilf 
be tjuitc desolate. M. and madame de Chaulnes go on 
Thursday ; they and madame de Coulanges are recon- 
ciled, and with so good a grace, that there is no longer 
any remains of the petqffe bet^veen them, the beginning 
of which yott vwe witness to, I am going to madame 
illeroi’s, who intends to be bled to-day in the foot, 
> merely by^vay of precaution, and ttU the family of the 


It is well known, that after the death of Lourois, hil father, he wau 
bccretary at war. 





tWri©» OE 

not bo ;^lte Next Thursd^^y will 

^jbio^tbe piwwion bf ; the 

^iobbbisho^ and sitMaiii^^^'l^esdigui^ have not been 
ablO;Jto prevent it this yeart^, Adieu, my amiable 
fikind : 1 embrace you with infinite affection, 

LETTER ^ MX. 


mom jm SAME TO THE SAME. 




June 23, 1694. 

Jthousai^ years fince we hea^f^f you; what, 
goyeniess,Js the matter I you suppose 

Hfltot.yok are indifTerent to us? No indeed, we love you, 
the inhabitants of the royal chateau in which 
reside, dearly;' 1 am just come from Versailles; 
#bere I have l^en for a whole week, leading a very 
jpl^ty. 1^0 female. I 

lefit'^wdeiDoiselle^d^ Sana^i there, in the delightful 
of convalescence : she much obliged to 

the oonceiCIi her illness, 

TOkh bee been a Very pkkp|^P^'5ndeed a very 
^l^gerous oile; but in conquer^ 

e^ ; end^ m .future she wttt not voluntarily rush into 


ain, dSiflibe apecies of fiunine, which had afflicted 
1 4iidl*Efhe I69i^eiiii*edthe proceulon of the shrine of Saint 
Id be depiiadi^. Hinault, who makes mention of it, places 
k la that year» and yet we see that it did act happen till 1 694. This 
Is adt aaachionlsm of less conteqaence than any he could commit. 

Mth )P^q>ect to madame de Letdigui^res, her connexion with titc 
Styd|feishnp of Paris, Harhu de Chanvalen, is well known ; as it is also 
thnif iihis jnrdhte's connexions with women were not the most edifying 
He had pasa^ from the see of Rouen, to that of^am. Among other 
ballads in vpgue at that time against him, we have one very loni:''Ai^i 
cf which every stanza ends with, 

II fidt tout ce qu*il defend, 

A Paris comme k Rouen J. X 

^ H|[|Hractlse8 all he forbids, as much at Paris as at Rouen. 








V 'e plumes by ,which iilii ;ii snrrounded, 
aght to >36 "so, 

more to a rowing upon thft mi^'than to the jonq 
fiut a strange adventure which happened to me atVtt** 
•failles, was the death of my little lackeyi who, ‘yon 
know, song BO well. I arrived at Versailles on tjie Bf^r. 
day evening: in the night he was seized with a 
fever, and pain in his side ; and so many fatsd acci- 
dent«^ crowded upon him, that he died on the Monday^ 
morning at ten^^^clock: but why should, he not die|;- 
The duke de and M. de Bebcnac dre dea^ 
dame de Vernon and the duehess du l^de, ^ 
going to Sully on their journey# reached no farthe 
Montargis ; the duchess (de Sully), who tra?eltetf 
arrived at the end of the journeys Und they are all 
turned here. The duchess is at Saint Denis with Ihh 
nuns of Sainte Marie. .Thye only son of th^ ^j^v^ifqL^ 
inadame de Fresnoy is also dead ; in short, M 
thing but funerals, of nothing but sick peq 
The princess now jpeigning duchess I 

Sully, has the sn^l^^^1|ild madame d^ &ringbeittb^/ 
measles ; but I am concerned for them, tiia^ 

fur madame de Coulanges, ifidio has lost her time and 
money with Saint Donnit. The pains of the coHc 
returned with greater violence than ever; th€sWe}li|^ 
of her stomach and bowels is become so consi^rable, 
thatj^the disorder which threatens Her feeing now no 
longer doubtful, she has for these three days past. With 
the approbation of the knowing ones, placed herseljf m 
the hands ofCarette*, who makes her take mediciOa^ 
and the waters of^t. Mion, in which she is to drop seven 
liquid.that works all the miracles of which 


* This Caf{Jlkt^an Italian who took the ttele of xnaiquta, was « 
qi^^v, \dioin some success had brought Into vogue, and whp thereby 
'( i ltcH ihc shafts of La Briiy^rc. 



e 1.^: t)F 

faim bear^ lUMame ^ Ckmla^ suffer mu 
, Jj^rom these medicmeai^^lte tiwo first'Vays ; Vat she 
%now 4Considerab[y beifceri I earnestly wish, as you m 
• jEpfipose, that this better may continue, and that we m 
soon get h^r out of the scrape : you cannot imagine h* 
/^uneasiness her disorder gives me, and what s 
^ ;Taf>purs it has sent into my poor head, of which I cant 
boast. You will, no doubt, learn the news of Brita 
' to-day, from more quarters than one. The enemy’s flf 
...presented itself before Brest, and wished to make 
'^atte^t: bat two hundred men, wl^ii'.had embarkc 
^weriSpo warmly repulsed, that it is" dot supposed t 
* Beet" will risk a second attempt* : they were all kill 
or drowned ; and it is affirmed that a nobleman of cc 
aiderable consequence, who was at the head of the c 
terprise, was one of the first who perished,. Langer 
has done wonders upon this occasion. I doubt not tl 
this attempt of the enemy has given more than o 
subject of uneasiness to our fttOUds t» who are still 
Malo^ but if the report that the fleet Y 

raised anchor, tliey will nQt ^ sbliy to see the troc 
of Normandy come to their eaccour ; God grant th 
may have no occasion for them ; for, as we know t 
husband and the wife, it njould be the devil to pi 
The abbe T^tu is as strange as ever; he has hirec 
bouse in New St. Paul’s street. This, my dear govc 
ness, is all our news, at least it is all mine ; for 1 or 

• Besides this attempt which the English made unsuccessfully n 
they, in the same campaign, attacked Dieppe, Le Havre, and 
Ij^h Dunkirk, where they again made the attempt with an inccndl 
•hip, which they called the infinud machine. Thi8\ncthod, which I 
miscarried the year before at St. Malo, failed also in 169^*. 
recently seen that the lapse of more than a eentury has r ..t brought 
to perfection. 

t M. and madame de Cbaulnes. 



' ^lece generally. SlacfeTile 
- - i, . knewifitg i had joat been WH 4 

.’ f . ; ' , ^ s> { d aie to tfay a thou»aild fine tbingf 
* . < n i ‘ ' .. Ih" is#very attentive to madams de 

, -n ’ loves more and n^ore, and about 

. . * . "as}’ : 1 never saw a better wornHh^ 

nor on<' morp worthy of being beloved and respectiiA 
[ was with madame de Lesdigui^res yesterday, who at 
length gives me reason to hope for her picture; but it 
will not he with the accompaniments, like that which 
is sold in the saufi*' boxes. Hail no charitable Rgrson 
sent you one to Krigtian ? Nothing can be mor^wan*- 
daitms than this sort of box; and wt are seeking for the 
paint rs with ihiligeiice, to punish them as they de8eTTe4 
My very amiable governess, adieu. 

LETTER *MXL 

FROM M. DE COULANOES TO MADAME DE GRIGNAN. 

Paris, Monday, 'June 28 , 1694 . 

Effect, effect your Tttariiage ; you are right, and th< 
public is wrong, very wtHig. If I had known that ma 
dame de Coulanges had told you all that was said, 
should have been very cautious how I had repeated i 
to you ; and if the letter you have written her had ar 
rived two hours sooner, I should still have been ven 
cauti^is how I mentioned the subject to you ; all yoi 
have written to us both respecting it, is admirable, ver 
true, and unanswerable: every one knows his own busi 
ness be-^t; one has unharnessed in the morning, an< 
the afternoon and whoever unharnesse 

^is Rr*o^<\ipiended : it is a mark of sense, and of grea 
sTiill ; adophjil^refore the party which suits you best 

t l b*' tcrminatioij of ouc of Coulangi s’s songs. 



U -t 'LK'tf!., -r' r 


canfinn in iu injty^tice Mak 

^ert^Sve you a good^sasam of riS^dy moo^y, the 
ftiay be at your eaao: k large marriage-j^rtton wi 
your proceeding; draw^ 1 say, as much *edd 
'mi^Oy as you can, for this is the precautior that mu 
;%#iakeii Jn such a case. The public says, and it is righ 
PWA we must not reckon with financiers for futu 


Wealth ; and the public is convinced, and it is still 
the right, that, peace being made, many will be 


^much pressed, that they will be ruined : take, ther 
,3^Sttribea8ui& well, and e^^le yourself i 
^ iSiS^iop alliance, by the comfort having no me 
credkors, of being no longer dunned in your beaut if 
grand, and magnificent mansion, by owing nothing 
any one, and by the gratification of giving sometir 
into superfluities, which appears to me the greatest ht 
pipess Of my life. This, lovely lady, is all the ansv 
1 have to make you.* Your letters are excellent, ain 
is a crime to make tio part of tbm public; but as 
l^blic would, fK>t profit agree with yoi 

the opinion of silence; the^^ww^"be precisely pc 
bqforemine. I have not, n^iimr, been able to a’ 
talking all this over with mO^ame de Villeroi, who 
good sense and a welbinformed mind, and who de 
loves every thing that bears the name of Grignan ; 
esteems and loves you also; who feels herself obi 
by your attention 4n sending compliments to her; 
entreats me to return them to you a thousandfold, 
in the best style ; and who is, in short, enraged, like 
ligainst the public, which is constantly in a rage wit 
Imowing why. She approves all your^, reasons, 
praises you without end and without ceasihg/^-ciM 
vises you to persist in your intention. One lay, a^ 
say with great justice, a thing is talked or, and the 
h foDerotten ; and when you present a pretty mar 



< .and' tbe pubrti^ 

vine . ■> < '' , finefoTtane witb'i^ 

it VI w I ■:,^i y i.;T|^^^onsof we first qntditjr before.^ 
n<i_ 'i M>r^pet ^you the example, and who iW 
jiot now^^k themselves the worse for it, I iAyi 
spoken , my mind, and I shall resume the^'attby^^^i^ 
more. ' ^ 

Madame he Coulanges has giye^-^ you aci account of 
herself, which ^ is not now a very joiit one: she had a 
very bad night £]^ night before last;, but the medicines 
she is taking cmTot cure her instantly, and we must 
have a little patlmce. The a.bbe Tfetu m^t c^rliinly 
die, for he can neither endure the person nor the con- 
versation of Carette; and so great is his aversion to hiii|| 
that he has deserted madame de Coulanges ; because 
Carette comes to see her daily, and spends a good deal 
of time with her. Madame de Coulanges does not differ 
very materially from the abbe ; but when life is at stake, 
he can do Hide, that cannot do thit; and the abbe, who 
wishes to be master Isepl^^^eref* wonders at madaoii^ 
de Coulanges, and/ sleeve, takes it very mueb 
amiss that she does not/i^ rid of Carette because he 
dislikes him: the abbe has also taken amiss, that sh« 
lias put an orange-tree in blossom into her gallery : ii 
short, he is a very extraordinary being ; and I fear the 
transmigration he will, no doubt, some day make, ir 
leaving St. Paul’s, where he is now going to reside 
will ITe to the neighbourhood of the Incurables, tc 
soften the name of the place where he ^ill probabi] 
retreat, and end his days. I have not heard of €1$ 
Chaultieses s^e the atfkir of Brest, which has termt? 
natj^^^^jpyrtl^irably for them. Wheat and barley an 
/ xery scatik here, and diseases and deaths very com 
mon. La JOTftedi^re, brother of M. de Valentin^, wa 
tajk':a 111 and died within eight and forty hours; bu 



luyr.aboat another pevijW who is considerably 
sed, viadai&e dft l^vois; shetr^ a little^ fever, 
aod.l^^ieDt shiveriogs trat molest J|er; ^ic passed 
H very bad night; she has so ipucn^ fear of 
^^|{|p|4he willnstice herself so, and so much fesyf of death,, 
‘ fear sfae Dvitl die ; the moment she is in the least 
IV the measles, the scarlet fever, the small- 
$ abort, she Is agitated with the constant appre- 
yiensioQof all thetiBi disorders : but can yon guess what 
is that giv«i me the^est alarm fsr her? it is her 
^^^mense richesi^^^d t^f^treme hapf^ss she enjoys. 

^ Mad||il»e deCoulaOges haa quite tunm to-day towards 
the side of life ; she finds herself much better than 
jpito has -yet been. She has entertained Carette, mar- 
shal de Bellefond, and the divinities*, at dinner; you 
#il1 suppose that the abbe T6tu was not of the paHy ; 
this , is a fine procOeding of his. Carette still talks of’ 
setting out fm* Italy on Wednesday; but he promises 
his patient some drops, and '^lls jher how she is to nia- 
#w;e herself in his candidly, I am 

impatient to see madame de restored to her 

Ibrmer health, for more real^i^i^an one. Adieu, my 
dear madam, this is a tolerably long letter. Continue 
your good offices to me with the inhabitants of your 
dhateau, whom I respect, and take the liberty of loving 
according to their merits. I am highly obliged to ti.c 
prudent Paulina for the two lines she wrote in your 
letter; 1 have many remembrances to make her on the 
past of the duchess de Villeroi, who never sees me with- 
^ asking for her, and desiring me to say a thousand 
to lier in her name. . 

♦ Madame de Frontenac and mademoiselle d'Out^IalsS^' 





.IJErn^ 

FROM MADAMt DB SETXGlii TO BU DB COOLABGXSt* 

Gng|Utt» July 5, 1*1^. 

You makfc mo breathe again, by telling me 
dame de C^ulanges is much better ; her hbt letter 
flicted me to the highest degree. I am sorry that'i^ 
rette has left her; 1 hope he has appointed marshal d 
Bellefond his principal assistant, to direct her in th 
course of her Mkedicines. It Is m sad thing to place oi 
lives in the .haltds of a man who firmly belief he 
going to take possession of a sovereignty in Italy : 
beg you to give me the continuation of a history i 
which 1 take so much interest. 1 very much pity ma* 
dame de Louvois with all her fears : this is one of the 
miseries attached to the blessings of life. You tell me 
nothing, my dear cousin, of yourself : think you, that 
your health and liappiness are indifl^i^nt to me ? M« 
de Grignan is in theftl^^l^qarhood of Nice, with a laigiia 
body of troops, to the fleet which was so ill re- 

ceived at Brest, in case ^ alarm. You know that the 
lieutenants-general of provinces are now lieutenants- 
general of armies, which delights them, "though, at the 
same time, it is their ruin. We have still some persons 
here who are passable, and who play at ombre. We 
read, and sometimes remain in our own apartments: 
in slfbrt, the days glide on. Our little troop loves and 
embraces you. 

t In this Letter medame de Sdrignd's reply on the subject of 
^r^ndson^ appears to hava been idudly luppreued. 


OL. IX* 
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^ JPI^X M, OB qOULANGES TO MADAME VZ SET! 

AttgniJ 4, l6g^i. 

Jtlst ^eodittg the tttost delightfi/l fortnight 
lie world hi Meudoti ; indeed, it is fairy land, and I 
Jj^ml tieVef confiprebend tyhy the king will not enjoy 
4^ enchantment ; for thtli.tK)lise, with its vast extent, is 
c^cuiated (ot him than fdir madame de 
llii^UTOis ; it ijsl impossible not to agree to this. She also 
^pes that, peace being made, and plenty restored to 
^ kingdom, the king will have Meudon f himself, and 
'give her the means of obtaining a house near Paris, 
‘more suitable for her and the company she wishes to 
•ee, , mid Jess exposed to that with which she could 
Teiy well dii^p^^ : 1 cannot tldnk she is wrong. J[n 
vj^e time I advise her to 9 i^|pit to circumst^c^, 
to bear the inconvenienOe|^^|Meudon wit{ius^od 
grace. She was even satisfied, |Hth this journ%V 
cause it brought her none but-persons whom she wished 
see. We retui‘ned on Saturday evening, to assist on 
" Stn^ay in the pretty abb6 de Villeroi^s last act of phi- 
losophy, who Acquitted himself admirably ^ and there 
vrere assembled a good and numerous company above 
and below, for the ladies now come to the acts ; and 
madahore de Villeroi gave a noble and magnificent col- 
to all those whom she had invited. But let us 


f Tht kirtg dM ti^ed tftkt H; but h wai fb gite u the dauphin. 
Mademoiselle de Montpensicr had given him her hous^ aTM'r^'.dy. 
The king thought his sen at too grrat a distance from him ; and either 
from regard, or dUtruat, obliged him to take Meudon in exchange 
for it. 



talk pf other things. . l had |^oped^on my 
6nd i^adame (?o Oonl^g^ on in tim same wa^' 5(H 
amertdu. 5 K:^n which I VM left her ; she had 
(^nat Lestang, at an entertainment given by M. ^ 
Barbesl^x only a week ago, at which I bad seen 
and fronl which she returned to Paris at two o^^lopi 
the nexAmorning, without finding herself ill. 
true, madam, that instead of seeing her again witn^N 
same face, I found her wholly changed ; which wfl 
occasioned by a retun\ of disorder, and an extra* 
ordinary drowsiness; notwl^^tanding which, Care^ 
would hay^l^bathe, which^is reduc^ her suc^ | 
state, an^URHIlo weakened her pooft stomach, that fd| 
the j^fAent he has suspended the bath, and even 
^j^ps. She has lost the power of digestion ; the little 
she eats, without any appetite, returns again as it h 
taken ; in short, she no longer knows where she is, 
and all those who have the care of her are greatly em« 
barrassed. Must we continue Carette? must we dis- 
continue him ? most. we knock at another donr ? mu^ 
we go to Bourbon ibis autumn, without loss of time ? in 
short, W'hat must We do? We dare not give advicej 
because we dare not take upon ourselves the event; 
we are not however satisfied : after having passed three 
whole nights without closing her eyes, slie at length 
slept for four or five hours during the last. I am sure tliM 
relapse w ill not please you ; for she still finds as great 
degree of flatulency as at first ; which shows the inef- 
Hcacy of all she has hitherto taken to dispel it! > 
abb4 Tetu exults, and claps his hands; and this 
tinn serves only to displease and make us angry : &l 
can we take ? Madame de CotlangeSj 
hinWvA U not without visitors ; as she is sure to be fount] 
at 2^*1 who know her come to see her ; and cverj 

one ^ives his opinion, which, in my mind, is anothei 

II 2 
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evil. It 18 saying every ihiog^t to tell you that nia( 
KTontcheVi^uit lias 8f^’if’tv^%ftei*ncipns with ' 
ind that tnadatme te Tellier/We late chaticJ’^:’'^ 
of the age of ninety-six, passed the afternoon 
.dSy before yesterday with her. I am sure yoif would 
iS&t leave her if you were*here. Madame de C^ulanges 
me to say to you from her a thousand yiflection- 
pPlilihigs. In the number of the visits she receives, 
suppose that madame de Creijui and madame 
are not deficient ; it was therefore easy for 
j^terday to show the honourahle mention 

(made of Iftiem in ^tSSlr'last letter, they have 
gecf me to en^ploy the strongest 1 can 

in proof of their gratitude, and in assunil^ you 
HP ■ much they are alive to these marks of your friend-^ 
^ip. Madame de Crequi is very sore on the subject of 
Pblanchefort ; and ybu have omitted nothing that could 
be said upon the occasion to flatter her. Certainly, 
my dear madam, you have only to place all your 
remembrances in my hands ; I shall make a very good, 
^and a very free, use of them ; ®)r'you know all my 
friends, male and female, i kta iioi sure that I shall 
not go, to-morrow, to Pontoise ; I yesterday received a 
very obliging summons from my worthy cardinal, and 
his ambassador gave me to understand that he could 
very well send a carriage for me this evening for the 
purpose. I shall be there only as long as the state of 
madame de Coulanges will permit it ; for you can have 
no hesitation in believing, that her health will hence* 
the rule of my visits. This is my first duty, 
1 shall take care not to fail ; but she is 
heffetf desirous that I should go, alleging titathgr in- 
disposition ought not to be considered as an illncssTch^ 
tei^nation of which* ‘cart be easily seen; I shall con- 
sider it as such, but I shall act with caution. 



MADAM B DB siviQlfi# 


Ve have had % .Karaite, but the p>9rti« 

calars would be too long'tD relate to you. He was 
eluded in’^a party to Vaugirard, with mesdamea da 
de Crequi, &nd Bernidres ; and madame da 
Coulangv^s had crammed into it a little madaiDa d|| 
SechelieiL the friend of madame de PezeuXr a y 
pretty w<Xnan« with whom Carette had declared h!ni#i)^ 
passionately in love. It was hoped that this pawipiD 
would amuse the company, and every thing happen? 
ed the reverse. Madame dp .jQrequi went too fcr 


de Barbesief^i who came in .ttnexpect^ly, 
smitten with the little lady, purposely to make 
jealous: in shorts they carried the farce so far, thaf 
Carette returned to Paris in a perfect fury, calling 
dame de Coulanges infamous, aiiirming that she bad only 
taken this young woman there to sell her to her cousintj 
and that mesdames de Louvois and de Crequi were ex< 
cellent confidants. All this was so whimsical, that no- 
thing else has been talked of at Paris ; but you must 
suppose that the actofra in piece have only laughed 
at it, and that the ridicole has fallen upon the mwrquii 
de Carette; if he had been better known, he would not 
have been admitted into such good company. He wai 
a long time without coming to see madame de Coulanges: 
bat, at length, as she wanted to consult him, she sent, 
father Gaiilard to ask pardon for her; and the prince 
immediately appeared, having left all his resentment 
the^oot of the crucihx ; but as madame de Cojj^Uuigei 
relapsed after this peioffe^ many persons think 
in resuming Cai etie’s medicines. This is a rough 
of the pt^ccj which has been a most ridiculous oW 
Wjpul^^yyiu^ever have taken your friend for a vender oi 
human flesh? and such conEdants as those 1 bavi 
named, for accomplices with her? 

Nothing new is going on here i and you are informec 
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iif '|>ablS^; Havtif pr^W^«nte by tl 
Big6in^> mi madame t^ke. Madac 
l^obi iirho set oat on Saturday for Versailles, fi" 
i^ aick there, that it has been necessary to blee 
Ike foot with all possible expedition : this is ve: 
;#enieiit to those who ha^e lent her their apa^imeutii^ , 
im what business has she in that gallery i } send you 
Ipi* {picture: can any thing be more laughable than 
t}]£i print, with her dogs, and her name engraved and 
too plainly to be n^ialaken ? This print has very 
I delighted niadame Coulang^: it was madame 
)\nrots who sent it mo^ and you will give it a w'arm 
reception. Adieu, my very amiable friend; a thou- 
aand affectionate remembrances, and a thousand re* 
^cts, to you and all the inhabitants of the splendid 
mansion where you now are. I see your amusements, 
I see all your excellent society, and my mouth waters. 
Tbe archbishop of Arles has sent me a very good and 
a very handsome reply, and I shall write to him imme* 
diately. It is now, it seems, M. de Carcaseonne who 
^isUL 


LETTER *MXIV. 

FROM M. OB COULANGES TO MADAME D£ SETIGNE. 

Paris, August 37, 1S04. 

M MAVB been passing three weeks between Pontuise 
ind Versailles without baiting; in other words, with* 
DttI returning to Paris. You may hereby judge of the 
improvement in madame de Coulanges’s heajth , for had 
it been in the slightest degree equivocal, yotr^i sup- 
pose f should not hate left her, and that my stay would 
not have been so long. 1 was highly pleased, on my 





ter she doM iyt» 

yet, becauae she h as, (0(»^id)d|BhMy JUtie tetWQS 
am) is not wholly fr€ft from which 

H^isposed to establish *14861 f in ^er stomach, and 
times distends it very painfully; but, at lengtl^ aba 
can eat, immoderately, it is true; she has good 
and she >goes out, and receives company, as if 
were the matter. This has succeeded to the 
choly state of which I gave you an account in 
last letter: she has returned^ to Carette^s drops, in- 
teriding however ^ let sonse.d^ys without tabti^ 
them ; she is, besides, exempt from the frequent via^s 
of the marqw, because he has himself been HI, and 
does not yet go abroad. 1 have not failed, my dearest 
madam, to read your letter to her ; and she was very 
much gratified at the continuation of your friendshipj 
and very much afiecled at the sentiments of the ado- 
rable Paulina, whose style and manner are so naturalj 
that we are convinced her heart feels all she writea 
Both madame de Coulanges and 1, therefore, are very 
much obliged by alt the pretty things she says ; 
we earnestly entreat you, lovely marchioness, to thaol 
her and all the inhabitants of your splendid mansion, 
who have had the goodness to interest themselves about 
us. But let us return to our folds, for you like detaifs, 
and I think you formerly wrol^ to me that this was th« 
style of friendship. It was on a Friday morning, then, 
tH%t a coach and six from the w'oithy cardinal de Bouil- 
lon’s, took me from my own house, and 
swiftly along to Saint Martin’s, to dinner; wb€t«.lr 
foujjid^M, and madame de Croissi, madexnotsetl^tide 
madame de Saint <^eran, and Richard HimiO- 
ton, who had been there from the evening before-? juy 
vanity vras satis^iecl at the reception that was given to 
me; what excellent fare, what a house, ' what wik&s. 
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Wd li^rty Ji ?way on Satu 

erening; but ti|ey wem^jufl^ly repU^ by th 
^^UUtesiB Furstemborg, .aipd mademoiseUeti Albret> ^ 
preti^ girl, s^ond daughter: of roadame dc Bouib 
Ox^ Sunday arrived M. le Grand — 

: ' ; ' ■ t 

^ ilADAME DE COULANAES HERE INTERRUPTS ^ER HUS- 
BANDAS LETTER, 

It is I who arrive at St, Alexis, where I find an old 
cl^ild surrounded by toytjliuad contemplating his dolls 
with rapture : this child eim read and write ; he shows 
me that he has given you an account of all 1 had to tell 
you of my health ; you will therefore hear no further 
tidings of it, my friend, by this post; but 1 will assure 
you. of the lively gratitude I feel for your kindness to 
me^ Perhaps I shall recover, perhaps I shall die ; but 
in the mean tinae, my dearest, 1 shall love you truly, 
I am not insensible to the many civilities 1 receive from 
ihe inhabitants of the palace felicity. M, de la 
irarde has a great share in my^grititude, and as for the 
adorable Paulina, 1 am charmed with her ; to know 
how to say msch delightful things as M. de Coulanges 
has showed me, is a treasure which 1 am indeed very 
glad is not hidden from me. Never was an absent per- 
son less forgotten than she is here ; she is talked of, she 
is praised ; and I say mournfully, “ but remembering 
her is not seeing her/^ 1 love her strangely ; 1 thi;ik 
1 ought to ask her pardon for it, and 1 have even the 
^confidence to hope 1 should obtain it. Marshal d^Hu- 
midi^ is very ill ; but marshal de Villeroi Is good 
health. My friend, did you never see a madame be^ 
tbier, beautiful and blooming, young and healthy ? She 
was taken ill, and died in four days ; and after thif^ 
reckon upon any thing in life as certain ! 1 embrace 



you, my dear; Ih^^oMbthlgVlelv 

lines to ytm, which |flS4irf!|>a^ii cannot md. - f haVe 
just found another, enriosSty bete^ It is the lookiilg- 
glass queen Margaret* osed at her toilet : the drtsaiiig<*> 
boxes are wanting, but they are to be sought for^ ^ll 
over thg world ; it is of much use for^M. de Coalangei. 
to iiave tiie relics of queen Margaret ! v ^ 

H. OE COULANGE8 CONTINUES. 

Weli, said ; ^iasaa fine scnbble, and enn a woman of 
reason and ^ndei^htanding spell thus? I am Avenged, 
for all her wicked jests on me, by the weii-fdanded 
hope that you will not be able to read them. 

On Sunday, then, arrived M. le Grand, madame d^Ar- 
magnac, with the angels, her daughters, mademoiselle 
de Bouillon, and madame de Baufremcmt; Monday, 
to dinner, the chevalier de Lorraine^ and Tuesday, 
M. de Bouillon, the duchesa de la Ferti^, and Langi4e : 
all these composed an fxoelient party to eat the cardi- 
nal’s good things, apd i(mke the pistoles fly about 
at lansquenet, as if they had not been of the value'^ 
of fourteen francs each. There was a great deal of 
blood shed, but it was not lost ; and he became gay* 
who was melancholy before, as he became melaa*; 
choly who was before in good spirits ; forty and fifty 
pistoles were lost and won; in short, we had good 
cheer, and great play. We all separated, some a day 
earlier, some a day later; but on the Friday^ the 
cardinal took me back to Versailles with madame de ^ 
Saint who thought the situation of Saint Martin 

fecy?^dightfuU 1 was at Versailles from that Friday 

* We hoVe eheady spoVen of this lady, who was tlie confidcntisl 
Vi end of madame de Maintendn, as appears by the Co&ectioD of her 
Utters, 
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before hi li%h ^lee ; and, 

k rare mt VereaHles, at InH Tibdrty ; for, thank God, 
»ee o^one there but persons iivhom 1 wish to sc 
tod those also who suit me. I have spent my tim 
^^refore with madaroe de Villeroi, who answers to 
l^membranOes exactly as you could wish, and 
tells me, like you, not to be sparing of words in 
^|i||jkessifig her sentiments for you ; with the duchess 
de Villeroi, who often talks of the adorable Paulina, 
and wishes for her upon every occasion; with Saint 
>©i^ran, a beatuiful pocket containing n^jMng^ with all of 
fthe naoae of Nouailles, BoufHers, C^issi ; then w^ith 
^fiiadame d^Armagnac, who has given me portraits of 
herself and her daughters ; and with whom besides ? 
.'With the duchess, the most gracious, and the hand- 
^^abrnest princess that ever existed. 1 had free aceess 
tahere whenever 1 chose, and I told her that, notwith- 
'atandiog the advances were made to me on tlie part of 
the other princesses to visit them, 1 would devote my- 
;aelf to her alone. In shorUjmy clear governess, I kept 
;^uite clear of the vulgar I should not be re- 
turned now, if I had yields to the pressing entreaties 
"that were made me to stay longer at Versailles : but 
It was necessary to attend to the orders of madame de 
? liouvois, who is preparing for a long journey to Ton- 
nerre, and Anci-le-Franc, and who will take no jour- 
ney without me; so that here 1 am. She says she 
shall set out without fail, on Wednesday next;»>but 
,S0 many persons tell her that she is going into a bad 
ait, and wish to divert her mind from this journey, 
^at yesterday she seemed to waver. g<»es 

then, i go with her, and our correspondence wiTe be 
interrupted for a short time ; if she does not go, I 
shall not be very distant from Paris, and shall be within 
reach of still giving you an account of my movements. 



MA«uaiS';«s.4#vicii£. IfiS 

Th^ <llsgra4:e rf laiu 

great noise at VersaiiW^ jidfce» 4 >riBcess Ag >Co«fci bad 
the politeness to assure nadeokoisetle de Sanaei tba^ 
ehe had no interest in the auhject that caused ber 
dismiss her. But wJiat is this subject r Jt m 
w.e reason, some in one way, aikd SAOie in nnotbilf ■ 
for if the dauphin ever loved any ooe, k s¥aai||M 
girl. Has she been dismissed without his knowle^^g(^‘ 
The princess de Conti had some wy furivate iiki^« 
views with the king, which astonisiied every oue, and 
this is what have brc^ht forth. Madeinokette 
Chouin is at with madamede Lislebomle; Bad 

is said that an apartment is preparing fer her at Ib^ 
little Hospitali^res. 

You will hear the news of the army, which Wiere ' 
brought yesterday by little Bontemps, from the ahh£ 
Bigorre ; and 1 conclude by thanking you also for your . : 
details, and by entreating you to conttouc them^ | 

* M. d« Clernwnt OvMen of whom men^on has alrotdy been , 
maJe, pleased the pnnoeei;i|«,^!]^t i bui He eooght aUo lo plcMO 
ilem<jiselle Chouin^ her itonuur, god, what is still wQrse^ 

i^anificcd the mHiress to the maid. For this waitit^-wuinan, then^ J 
u”;!), was a girl of sense, adored by the dauphin, and by her 
they eakulated on governing the prince. It is said, tliat it was in 
”ert with a hero, njaish^l tie Liuxembourg, that M. de Cham4*airn«d 
tins dou!)k intrigue. Be this m it moy, a packet uf krtlerairon dut 
jH^rboiiaue, addies^ed u* tlie princess and the maid of honepur, ' 

fnmi the army witit the niarshal’a diaputcliea ; and was plftced ip the 
hands of Baihesieux, secretary of state,! who, like a faithfbV^ servant, 
carried it iinuirdi.itrly to tlte king. We now easily compti^hdbd sHC a 
expulsion of Chouin. and the private interviews of the prinoOM wilh ibe 
king, aj;d,. even the equivocal terms iu wludt she explained' hetiolfou 
i^-jiubjt’ct of her .niaid of honour. It mtwt be remeiniiercd, tbatjthis 
riiu'css was a widow, and singularly amiable; ,and us to otadeinoifM^lle 
houitj, that, after this advc'niurc, she was only the more ceftain .qf 
er ascendancy over the dauphin, wlio, in the.end, privately tnacrted.Her 
See les Souvenirs de Cayliis, les Memoires Ue Saint Simon, 
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«mer at Aociiecourblire has miie my; mouth watery a 
see the enchanted spol^jErom beiice> and know its merit; 
nothing can equal youi^ d^ription of it. I condole with 
you, wlhiough rather late, upon the death of M. de la 
Payette: his poor mother thought of nothing but of es- 
l^fishing his name and his family, at court and in the 
and ft is now only supported by the shoulders of 
i^Rttle jprl*. It is said that M. de la Fayette^s will, 
imde by the car^ and during the life-time, of his 
mother, has Consoled his wife and M. de Martillac, w^ho 
were m great afiSction they testament, 

whic^iis Tery dkadvantageous to th^^^wWbwf. M. de 
Lamoi^on Will tell you all the particulars better than 
tcan; they say, it is the work of the lieutenant of po- 
lice, Adieu, my amiable goremess; adieu,"' lady count- 
ess; adieu, divine Paulina, and all the worthy inhabit- 
ants of one of the most magnificent castles I know. God 
Weis you all, grant that we may some day meet 
agkib,1^^1Vladame Morangies is very ill : madame Re- 
iiard de R^ze, our neigh bou^J^dekd ; and I have also 
beard of the death of one w3i|j^Cousins d'Orniesson, 
was a monk at St, Genl^llve, and, I believe, your 
(^son. In short, death visits all ages and all countries, 
ftny tell M. de Grignan, when you write to him, how 
much I respect bim, and do not forget the good Maril- 
lac,' nor the dean You must have heard the tragi- 
cal history of Hanover §. The court goes to Fontain- 
bleau on the 15th of next month, 

Msdeleine de la Fayette, xnarried afterwards to Clmrles Bre 
ligMii .iiltkede laTr^^mouillc, first gentleman of the Hng*s cliamber. 

^ Mtt(ileleiTie de Muriilac. ^ - 

X Of the chapter of Grignan, 

% We find in a 4etter of the abb^ Choisy's, dated Januarj „..o 

piataget ** The duke of Handver has caused the prince Maxim ilia n his 
lOD, who attempted to poison him, to be arfeated/* Thi? refers to tue 
•ontetnueiires of tliat 
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LETfER •MXV. 


FROM M. DB COVLANCBS TO MADAME DE SETIONE. 

Parii, September 1, ?694# 

Adieu, my lovely governess, adieu, lady countess, 
divine Paulina, adieu, sir knight, and all the 
inhabitants of the palace of Apollo^ adieu ; I am 
moment going to Tonnerre^ and AiiV^-lc^Franc ; and Jf 
resign m3^^elf;1lp^ submi^ij^ ^to my wandering $tar^ 
which does abtllea^ me amiss. Madame de l.ouvoi% 
contrary to the adtrtce of the foolish pe9ple who opf ^ 
posed her journey, saying that a woman so rich and 89 
happy as she is ought not' to leave Meudon, has taken 
courage, and is setting out without listening longer to 
the flatterers of the court; yet, if she were to fall sii^k^ 
judge of the confusion and repentance^ that would overr 
whelm us. But it is to be hoped tbat^^od ^ill jn^erve. 
us all in life and he^ifa; still it is true, that there is 
actually no air more ^^^lesome than that of Parii^ 
where every one is ill lu^ dying. The gospel of 
day is, that marshal d'ftumi^res died yesterday at Ver- | 
sailles; they delayed so long to tell him of his dangej^. 
for fear of alarming him, that it was at length necessary! 
to have recourse to the bishop de Troyes, to turn his 1 ^' 
moments to advantage, in which he received the sacra* ^ 
nwnts; this is a fine subject for reflection. The public 
has already disposed of all the ^eal s»tu<*tion8 he pccu* 
pied: 1 know not whether the king will decide tti the 
^ame^ay. I wish, at least, th >t the public may nditie 
j>>^Mved in giving the artillery 10 marshal de Villeiroh , 
[lis lady and the duchess followed Uie king yesterday 
,0 Marly : that seemed to me to be a good omen. The 
louse of dTlumieres is, besides, completely ruined; 
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never was there so total a defeat; the^ marshals widow 
wfll literally not have brt^ad to eat: another subject for 
reflection on bad inanagemen|. Madame d^Humi^res*, 
who landed yesterday from her daughter dUnenghein% 
is retired to-day to the nuns de la Croix, in the faubourg 
St. Antoine, under the auspices of the abbe d^Effiat, who 
«|jrHl be security for her with the nuns. Madame de Cou- 
is tolerably well ; she haasent her marquis \ a 
gold , snu if- box, weighing two hundred crowns, and 
costing ten louis, under the pretence that her snuff 
was better than his. ’ marquis not even con- 
descended to come and thank lier for^ it, and has given 
out, that she has made him a present in which there 
is more invention than magnificence: he pretends to 
have given her two hundred and fifty pistoles^ worth of 
hottles (of his elixir) : never was thtMre so unreasonable 
a man, and madame de Coulanges is fortunate in having 
got rid of }iim. 1 leave her with some satisfaction now 
that she is so mutih better. Adieu, my amiable gover- 
iiess: 1 shall be forty-five lea^^ nearer to you, and in 
the neighbourhood of Bourb®Jjt> ^ niisiake; 

I shall perhaps find the wodwuf Chantal in my way, 
and the mention of them will give me pleasure, 1 em- 
bi*acc you, beautiful lady, with infinite alieciion. Con- 
tinue to write to me when it suits you : 1 have dtsired 
madame de Coulanges to forward all your letters to me ; 
do not therefore separate us, it will be useless, because 
hers will come to me after she has read them, 


♦ Louts Antoinelte-Tli^r^e de la Chatre, 
^ Carctte, her piiysiiifin. 

$ An estate which belonged to luadamc de 
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LETTER *MJ2:VL 


' ^ . \DAME DE S:^ICNi TO M. M C01TLANGE9, ^JTHO 

, Vr THAT TIME AT ANCl-LE-FEANC, AT THE HOUSE . 
or MADAME DE LOUVOIS. J, 

Grignan, September 9, 169^ 

I HAVE received several of your letters/my dear cou*" 
sin ; there are none lost, and it would be pity, for they , 
have all their ipfrticular merit, and axe the delight of 
our society, ITiOtv superscription, on the last, in which j 
you bad^adleu to all by name, has given oflenee to no^ 
one : Au Chaicaa Royal de Grii^nan. This striking ad* 
dress gives us at least the pleasure of believir^g that in 
the number of beauties with which your imagijiation 
is crowded, that of chateau, which is by no meapa,^ 
, common, still holds its place, and it is one of itsnobleft 
titles: I must talk to you a little rr^ccting it, 


you are its admirer. The vile stair-ca^^e, by whicb» 
to the disgrace of you ascended into thd^| 

seconfl court, is quite/lhrown down, and is super*" 
seded by one of the most agreeable kind imaginable ; j 
I do not say large, or magiiihcent, because my daugh* | 
ter having been unwilling to remote all the lowcr^^ 
apartments, the space was necessarily confined, and' 
there a master-piece has been etlectt d. The vestibule 
i» handsome, and makes a very comfortable ea.ing 
room : you ascend to it by a lAge flight of steps; the 
aims of Grignan are over the aoor ; you iikt them, 
it is lor that reason 1 mention \l, Th«^* apartments of theV 

tfrieUtes, of Which you only know the saldHti, are fur^ 
nisluMl very ge nteelly, and the use to uhicti v\e afipro* 
priaie th< m is delightful lUit since w^e are hi re, let us 
talk a little of the cruel and continual eutortainment 
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that is.giren, particu^rly in times like these ; only the 
^ame Unaga. however eig^ here, that are .eaten 
erery else;. partrid^(i68, which are common 

I it is not common that they should be all 
like those you meet with at Paris, when every one 
^ts his pose close, and with a face of praise exclaims, 
a flavour I only smell We suppress all these 
li^ni6hn^]^S|» the partridges are all fed witli thyme, 
marjoram, apd every ingredient that enters into the 
composition of our perfume>bags ; th^e is no choice, 
I may say the aame of fat which the 

thigh mpftt separate from the least warm- 

ing, which It never fails to do; , and of tkfc turtle-* 
doves, which are also superexcellept. As for the me- 
lons, figa^ and muscadine grap;^, it is really wonderful: 
if from any strange whim we shopid wish to find a 
melon, we .should be obliged to send for it to 
«nch cap, be foupd here; sweet white figs, 
1®j^C5pdine grapes, like grains of amber, which you 
iday devour till they aiiac^,jp|^icate you if you eat 
loo many of them, because, like sipping the most 
exquisite wine of Laurent* Wfiat a life, my dear 
cojosin I You lead such another under the less burning 
rays of the sun ; it does not ,at all remind you of La 
IVappe. See what a detail 1 have fallen into, it is 
chance which directs our peps ; I return you all you 
lend to me, and which I so much admire: this freedom 
is convenient; we do not go far for the subject of our 
letters. 

I highly applaud the,, courage of madaroe de Lou- 
rois in h^ng quitted Paris, contrary to the advice 
)f all thoSe who wished to alarm her respecting me 
madness of the air: pray where is this bad air to be 
net with ? who told them that it was not at Paris ? 
CVe find it when it pleases God, and not before. 
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leri me n gtna. deal of yoir graodturs at Ti»iaerre» 
and Anci-le-Franc. I bm ae^ this noble 
and a queen of Sicily atf'li gate*^ from lybom Ml dc 
Noyon proceeds in a ‘'straight line. Yoii are fortunate 
indeed : on leaving the dignities of the duke de Cbaulnes 
you are introduced into the abundance and riches of 
madame de Louvois : follow this beneficent 8tar> so lonj^l 
as it will conduct you. I advised this, the other da;^;^ 
in a letter to madame de Coulanges.^ She haittold me of 
Carette : oh, what a fool ! 

How can vw from Idl this, tty dear cousixi; 

0 marshal d^Ht^i^^res, the most amia^, the mcM be- 
oved, of all tbe cdurtiers > He said to the curate d 
V'ersailles: *^Sir, you see a man. who has only fotn 
lours to live, and w^ has ilbver iliought either of hh 
piritual or temporal affairs hU' saW tmly^ and ilh 
fc truth worthy of reflection. But l *^uit thisi^rioi^ 
iubject, to ask you in a dlfleri^nt ton^ of reriouimi^ 
f I may not assure madame de JaiuvoIs of my^Ksudiy 
tumble respects; she that she alv^ys gives 
is a desire to exerclSe' hen; TeB 

ne who is of your pai^, ^^d pay me with the iUoney 
,mu have now in use. I am glad you are nearer t^ 
IS, though it gives no greater hope ; but fitill it is 
omething. M. de Grigna(n is r^urn^ to Marseilles; 
t is the signal that we shall soon have him here* 
The fleet, which is near Barcelona, looks as if it 
voifld soon take the course which the season advi^s, 
^.11 here love and embrace yom, each according to 
lis pro rata, and I in a greater|degree than ail. M* 
le Car^'iifisonne is delighted with your letters. . 
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LETTER, •MXVII. 

FROM M* DE COULANQES TO MADAME DE SEVIGNE. 

Tonnenr#^ ^ber 3, 1 094* 

It is shameful, it is horrible, it is ^ that since 

I have b^Q in your neighbourhood li e not given 
you the> least intimation of life; yet Tonnerre and 
Grignan, Crignan and, Tonnerre Anci-le- Franc and 
Grignan, Grignan and ^ci*le-Fraocj are all chateaux 
that may very well have some intercourse vrith each 
other without bringing disgrace upon any one of them, 
and without looking out at the doors to see which shall 
take precedence of the other. 1 have been a month at 
the states of madame de Louvois; indeed, they are 
states in the literal sense of the word; and ttor are 
fpleasaot states too, compared with those of fipmtua, 
pharma, and Modena. The moment it is fai^^ we are 
wt Aiici-le-Franc ; the , it is foul, we retarn to 

Tonnerre; we hold full court aver y where, arid every 
where,' thank God, we aie adored. When the fine 
^^eather invites •»*«, we take long ex. ursions to know the 
extent of our doininionK ; and v\lien curiosity leads us to 
nsk the name of this first village, "To whom d(»es it 
belong f*' the answer we receive i.s " fo madame'* 
** And whose is that more distant one t” " It is ma- 
dame's** " But in the valley yonder, that other which 
1 see, whose is that V It is madame* s,** " And these 

woods t** ** They ar ; madame* s** " 'I'here is a large 

extensive plain V* " It is madame's** " And 1 perceive 
a noble chateau ?” " It is iSicei, a considerable estate 

which belonged to the ancient counts of this name, andL 
it is now madame's/* " What is that other chateau, on 

** V, is whicfi beloDps to 7nadamc^ 
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to her ^om the family of Maodelot, by her 
;^randfather.^ In every thing itt 

this country is madamt^s ; t never beheld so many po«- 
sessions, nor such a cdhiplete circle. Besid^ this, wa- 
dame cannot excuse herself troni receiving preseute 
from every Hhf j for what is not brought to madamep 
to prove tit« joy that it felt at being under 

governmentii^ * All the villagers run to meet her witn 
the drum and the flute ; some present her with honey, 
others with cbesnuts ; while pigs, calves, sheep, turkeys, 
partridges, all the Urds of the air, and all the flsh of the 
sea, wait for her at the chateau. This, madam, is a 
slight description of the grandeur of madame ; for she 
is called by no other name in this country j and in the 
villages, and every place through which we pass, we are 
saluted with cries of Vive madame! which must not be 
forgotten. But in the midst, however, of all this tri^ 
umph, it must be said that madattiC is not at all 
she is civil, she is polite, and we are quite at our.ei^ 
with her. For myself, elbows are wholly at libera 
ty ; but 1 am al«o a princifr^l personage at her count. 
In addition (o this, madame is in much better healkli 
here than at Paris; she breathes a good air, and rbe 
best proof of it is, tlint we hear of no complaint that can 
create uneasiness. She lluTefore intends to pass Aii- 
^aints here, and not to return till other great folks do, 
She is delighted at having only to keep herself tjuiet 3 
ancTI see her serving her provincial noviciate with so 
murh zeal, that it is alnmst ci rmiri she will make pro* 
fession, and that scarcely an a^umn will pass, when 
the court is at Fontainbleaii, that slie will not come to 
repose here, and innocently eTijf>y all the rural plea* 
sures. We have not yet been difll a moment; for my 
part, 1 am so well, niy good^hiimour and my appetite 
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are to ^C^pletely retcimed» aiid my poetical Tein is so 
thoroti^ly opext^ tbitt there h no folly I do not take 
into iny hea^ fttat to myself, and then to amuse 

3ny netj^fmor; for weU-drdcred charity always begins 
at^ hOTXxe. I must make you a party in our songs and 
masks: 1 enclose them* , You will have the goodness to 
them to the chaining Paulina, and to join the 
'^^orus frith her; it is thus I wish to reward you for the 
pleasing description you gave me some time ago of your 
dissipation at Rochecourbi^re ; I never saw a better : 

have added the eplitle to the fS^x^er perfect ones, 
*wiMch"I preserve in my treasury* We’ shall have no 
large fMirty here from Fontainebleau, as we bad hoped: 
4he marshals lady, and the duchess de Villeroi, are 
iaUen sick at Paris, and have alarmed us ; but our fear 
Is at: , an end. Bad air, death, and diseases, are still 
prevalent there ;, but the principal thing for me, is, that 
de^ Cotxlanges appears to be out of the scrape ; 
and is- visited, like any other person ; and she 
herself so little to a life, that there is every 
l^^^s^earance the physiciarf^i^fl visit her long : God 
^grant he may not, and bles^^iis all. 
f' I hear from Paris that your marriage* is finally re- 
vived upon that M. de St. Amand is purchasing for 
llis daughter a variety of dresses of the most magnifi- 
cent kind, that you have had this little girl at Grignan, 
vrhom you have foOnd still richer in perfections than in 
wealth, and that before you take her to Paris, you will 
keep her three years at Grignan to make her a prodigy. 
And who is it that tell- me all this? Not mndame de 
Cottlanges ; consequently it is the public voice : whe- 
ther It sayt right or wrong, I leave you to decide. I 

* Of theiasrquis de Grignan with mademoitellc de St. Amaud> 
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hted at thg marriage of thei litUoid^Onnesawi 
turn M. o'Agufss^au * ; J[ ^var a njH9re euUaWcr, 
nor a more desirable, ma|i^ ^rut piasideni hat. 
said ai) that can be ssnd, that ;vit waa the .aHtaaMse ofv 
merit and virtue, 1 have paid all your to 

our queens qf Sicily ; the grandeur of the hDt|«e jpf (Jlef*?; 
mont is displayed in every nook^^nd corner of 
Franc ; and I am always lost in wonder how it la poa^ 
sible to see so many beautiful and magnificent possea^t 
sions go out of the family, without e^ypi ring with grie^ , 
M. de LouvoiSi,^^^ his f%y,pur, deserves th<|t 
justice should be n^et^ to jbis memory : that he 
entered upon one of the estat^, which was 
we may say, thrown at hjs be^; there lord# 
great or little, that can reproach him |vith the imaUeei 
compulsion i and this may pass for a ipaster<^p|^e^ 
the situation he held, 

Adieu, dearest madam; bellctye srill that anii^^l^ 
unworthy cf the friendship with yybk^ you, 
ne, by the good and sin/ 9 ^^|dR;ctiQii which; { enCdr;* 
,ain for you. Suffer ihi9 

chateau of Grignan, and, ^ going f^n apartEsept to 
ipartment, to pay my respects and homageTtO those 
vho occupy them : it is not necessary to nam thern^ 
;ou guess my intentions wonderfully well. I have only 
i mention the apartment of the good Marillac ; indeed^ 

^)uld gladly rejoin you, one<^ and all, and 1 will not 
lespalr of doing so, that 1 may not die with vexatkm* 
Vladame de Louvois received all yo^rA^mpliments very 

* 'rhe same, no doubt, 'ivho was afierwaoll the celebrated tslantyjlVut 
f France. His father had quitted tlic intendancy of h|^i\|pJ^e(lpc, in 
rlitcli his courageous humanity had not heen able to fUmciibe to tht 
[•placable measures of the court against the Protestants. But the new 
iiinisters, BeauvilliiM a^id Pomponoei would not sidTer.htm to bet 
unlshed fur his virtue. 
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agmabif^MKl me to return them to you 

^ith mterest, and. to entreat |foa to distribute some also 
&nm her to the to the charming 

l^a^ina, and to M who the name of Grignan. I 
you do not fail to weep heartily over all who 
die at Parh you were apparently afflicted at the death 
Mjinadardts de Poissh account of M. de Lamoignon. 

hea^^ from Fontainbleau, that poor little captain 
SainUH4reni had a fall in hunting, and that bis thigh is 
l^jn^en three fingers’ breadth below the hip ; this is a 
^ei^dangerous acciden^^at hia tini^ of life, and 1 am 
ttiuch grieved at’tt. You liravi' made noble re- 
in your usual vray^ on the death of M. Fieu- 

LETTER * MXVIII. 


MUi IfAOA^t OE SETIONE TO Xf. DE COVLANOES. 


t^tier, my <fea 


^ Grignan, October 4 , 1694 . 

1 not be too long ex* 


pelted; it bus We have read it over 

||nd over ^ain ; we have su^'g your songs over and over 
Sigain ; and when M. de Grignan arrived yesterday from 
Versailles, where he had been on business, the first 
tiring :we did was, to read the letter and the songf 
Oboe more. They found their place, after the first su - 
ixrlte he gave us was at end ; for he had fallen on a step 
iitl^Orgues, and had ^bruised his nose so much, and his 
slighjtly,' ail d was covered with such immense 
^ers/ that iSeitherv La Rapiniere nor Le Destin J ever 
,#ore mbro remarkable ones; but, convinced that it 


■f* FofpaWly chftnccltor td en Auii€ of Austria, a maiv of tnA)sm&'a 
ttenaiujt A plying ppet. Sec the note, Letter 299. 

X Qaimten la Bcarron's Comic Romance. ’ 





. harrie no ill cs>ns«qt»ett^ 

' ' ur expense^ and a 

course captivate the aodl^ft Tw' 

chateau of Anci-U- Franc, ^hai fi^fndn; Tomcrtt^ 
Grignan; Grignanarid Tomcrre; ihiietjualuy/this ha**/ 
lance, must equally please the M^rng ind 
that, you represent to us, as in a mirror^i the tieaui 
grandeur, magnihcence, extent, of all these posmeionl^ 
and then you exclaim, ** How is it possible 
'ords of such royalties could determine to part witlk'^^ 
\em Alas! thef^i^Mh^^ yodraelf in <rf;; 

' >jr songs; it tshi^use the hospital haS lengbiOll;^ 

< jed io the noble house of Tonnerre: this is truey 
t.nd only reason ; a reason which is incontto|^|i^lo; H 
reason which closes the lips; a reason^ in shr>rt^ 
breaks through stone walls, which causes every, 
to be madame de LouvoisN, and makes it^ forturm^-i^f* 
cumstance to have fourni . a tninister fioii 
purchase such sovereignties Jwhtch you 
tice far above those of and Modena, 

'Veif, I can very easily tho 

these people, weighed down with their diva pover^l 
and that of their master^, at finding themsetv^ und^. 
the dominion of a woman of high- rank, tho grand- 
daughter of Gilles*, and of the Mandelots, repfeto"'' 
\\ith merit, virtue, and wealth, lodispehse on all occa-^ 
siohs according to their different warns. What an ad- 
vant^e ! what a protection ! and how must it dispose 
them to cry Vive madatne with ib^r whole heart8|^ K,. 
is quite the country for makinm presents, and 
presents will be returned to the ^givers with 
Nothing can be prettier than all your conceits;. tl>o , 
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h^ro con&iad ami 
descendants ! My 
Wtx y ocrself^ which is say- 
^1 mile f^bapel of ease^ at your 

:h^ yoa have, had meaiiili^; and 

i^|i|;t|r«|ti^a |£ithoim in length, mahes us think 
Wp^ “ j[^ 0ri|p^), which was supposed to be 

m Iciest in France. Do you know, that this 

Wjpal t)be church of Notre Dame at Paris. My 

'?ne to give you a thousand remem* 
apd to assure that she ^^lighted to find 
in good Vuaioor, and full enjoyment 
Igr^^ical yeinu She entreats you, like me, to 
i ^e de LouTois for the honour of her remem- 
k iilinm has assisted me in composing a tune 
delightful Terses : she loves you with all her 
' hd^ is it possible, my amiable friend, not 
ff'you were so just as to love those who 
tboidd'fare well* All our troop return your^ 
dnphle-foldjrjiri^r name and your praid|||h 
^^i^'9^«ifg1bout this 'ijjlpj^Ti ; and why should 

Idhg as there popes to make, and car- 
Bb) ' hfVe Tnu f 


LETTER *MklX. 

St. ra COUIANGES TO MADAME sivitnL 

Ancl'le-Fxsnc, October 09 , 1694 . 
vur magnificent chateau* Madame de 
Ix^^Wj^/his fofmed a taste for royalty and solitude, two 
v^y fi^fmile tldi^;di which she was not acquainted 

f Tbe volumet of Amsdit* 


with : in 'short, hc^rs hi tbi gii^<FWW|^ 

the good o?ld times, 

o(F at home, and , who4<i^yiir<rfi ^(Wf tA MMer i|m 

to remain mastere gi^t 

fathers had left them : they went Id thw 

from respect; but, their court pain, and ^ 

charged, they were not sorry to find tliemnAfip 

reigns also, and to come and hold their oim oourt^ 

their turn. Madame de Louvois, stattiafied^ and just]} 

satisfied^ with her situation, liM been so much pleads^ 

at a liberty she never helm eK^oyed, and wfikb 9 

was impossible raO ^should enjoy at Paris, or oWsn ifij 

Meudon, that she is insensibly taken in for 

and I see her resolved not to quit her kinglFm tid the 

fifteenth of next month ^or my pait, 1 willingly 

her laws; and the more iKnow of hCTknntfj^p^ 

administration, the more content I am live wnel%^ 

she pleases. Will you not ackrrowl^d^ 

niy second marriage is a very bapp^ one^ and 

never heard of ,a more <^d|^ying husb^kd ^^9^, 1 


never heard of ,a more husbi^d i 

nor of a better-regulated than, ouia? VPlhen^isli^ 
dame dc Louvois is at TounWre^ it is aS^^ise, alJl turwllg 
all the attributes of royalty ; 'when she is here, it is nok 
madame de Grignan in her chateau, exposed to, an in- 
finite number of neighbours, and the homage of all the 
R|^ven^:aux ; but it is madame <le JB^vigne at her 
reding, walking, writing to Paris,- TOCeiving 
taking long walks into the country bn foot, ai^, ih 
short, leading a rural life, in all fr^dom and pleasui^; 
a life, too, which madame de Loq^is so much enjbyis 
that she forgets there are a FontainDleau and a Veii^let 
in the world. 

.We are just arrived from Tonnerre, wheib we have 
been to receive madame de Courtenvaux who cava- 
* Mtrie Anoe Catharine d*£ttii^a. 
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to;fiM| Ad place boeMif bpi Ae side of lier tuotiici- 
‘Wt ham all been ddl^hied to see her, and we 
her respecting the country she 
we roake no stranger of her, and her 
qi^niBaiHmf is a fiesfa amOsement to us. On her arriral 
fail to present to her the amiable Amadis, . 
who is the 1:^$t possible companion, and the most certain 
^resource against ennui. We are going very prudently 
pudraticmally to spend the holidays here, and then we 
m^e a Saint Hubert, a little Hke that we made 
4liee years ago in the royal chateau of Grignan; with 
dtflb iwg e, however, that if the beast escapes us, it 
wUl not him 60 far to fall. Madame de Courtenvaux 
ha^ beeH' receivings every sort of honour at Tonnerre; 
the^Were even aeptendid ball and masquerades ; she is 
likefelbie no mwre sorry than we are to be in quiet hei^ 
the world, and noise ; for we have not even 
nri)^bouik 4^ worry us with, their importunity. 

madam, is our silimtton ; like reasonable be- 
4Te more to be envied than pitied, i am de- 
ll^tedithat my last letter went through the journey so 
Ibppily, without going to Paris, and it gives me courage 
to ^nd this to you also by the same way. My vanity 
teas '^obliged me to show yours to madame de I^uvois^ 
eAto was delighSed with it, and took pleasure in reading 
itimor^ than once; for, with the rest of her good quali- 
ties, she also possesses that of understanding good things ; 
afid, in reading certain letters, of giving them their 
proper tones. But w|bere do learn, my lady mar- 
chioness, that if the heir * to all these possessions had 
been married in a certain way, he might enjoy them 
still } Ah 1 is he not so married ? will he not have niil^ 
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lions with his wife* > " But 
eager to sell, and it is 

it is because it was tiim ^ ^ >pp4«ii 

upon this horizon, ancl that it 

sterility. It must be owned toQ^>^ Umt 

these cantons are happy in the change ; "fcrifeijjiliaf,,)en 

inxiety but to relieve them, and to bestow chat^ 

on those who require it the most. ^ ^ 

But what is it madame do €oulaiiges tells me, of a 
report being spread at Paris, which she must explain te 
you, that your mstfriage is luroken offf I ans noi| 
surprised at this, because, in your last letter, yon nsfH^^ 
tioned it as a thing done ; and you all sejuUed to bt 
highly pleased at it. For my part, I should now bo 
sorry if it were at an end ; for, ^eing the change that 
has taken place in these estates, I am of opinioa tlmi if ii 
better, be it at what price it may, to retain what Qonsep 
to us from our fathers, than to leave it lo chmmil^ 
founded upon a petty point of honour, which in ,^nin 
overturns the best houses;^ l am, therefore/ 
ble governess, impatient to hnow the truth' of this |C||W!i 
port, as taking more interest than any one in wh||^ 
concerns the family of Grignan. I entreat you^l^ 
assure every member of it, of my respect and venera«; 
ion ; and you, my dearest cousin, to believe, that in 
[Viouring me with your good opinion, and, 1 will addr 
wim your affection, you oblige one who esteems and 
oves*you the best. 

Madame de Louvois has recei^ with pleasure alt 
he praises you give, and compij^enis you pay her. 
She orders me to thank you sincerely, and to distribute 
also through your chateau many compliments on her 
part : she wishes me to send the prudent and rational 


• Marie de Manvillctte. 
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three coupki^ which I haVfe adde*^ ^ ^ * 
fo|t»re of GradadGi}4e; suppressing the couplet I had 
ii^de on the duchesses^' her da^ighters, which renders 
jfche ifrork much more complete. If you* are not ac- 
quainted with Amadis, what I send will be Greek to 
you. 


LETTER *MXX. 

FROM MADAME DE COULANGES TO MADAME DE SEVIGN^ 

^ Paris, October 29 , 1 694 . 

I WAS informed, yesterday,, that your marriage f wa5 
again in train ; that is, that conditions were sent to 
madanie de Grignan, which she would be wrong not to 
accept : and as I suppose she cannot be wrong, I con- 
clude the wedding will lake place; and I rejoice with 
you, my dear friend, accordingly. 

The king is at Choisy, where he remains till Satur- 
day ; all the world is returning in crowds; the army of 
Elanders is broken up. We shall not have madamc de 
Louvoia and M. de Coulanges till the 8ili of next 
month ; they have M, de Souvre and madame de Cour- 
tenvaux in addition to their society. Madame de Vil- 
leroi (la marechale) is gone to spend the winter a' 
Versailles, with her daughter-in-law ; we thought 
should be very sorry to separate. I have seen, mi’dain, 
the most beautiful tiling that can be imagined : it is a 
portrait of madame f^e Maintenon, by IVlignard ; she is 
dressed in the costuif.? of Saint Frances, Mignard has 
embellished it ; but it is without fulsomencss, without 


•f The marriage of the marquis de Grignan, madame de Sf'vignt^s 
grandson, with mademoiselle de St. Amand, wh^ m he espoused shonly 
after. 
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the lily, without the carnation, without the air of youth; 
and though all these perfections are wanting, 
a countenance, a physiognomy* iOperior to any thk^ 
that can be said of it;#animated eyes, perfect gra^ iflj 
ornaments, yet the most beautiful picture thkt ew wai 
seen. Mignard has also painted a very fihe one of the 
king. I send you an impromptu madrigal of rnade^ 
moiselle Bernard’s, on seeing these two portraits ; W 
has had great success here : you will judge whether we 
are right. Mademoiselle de Villarceaux is dead of the 
small-pox, without confession, and without having had 
time to disinherit her cousins. Madame d^Epinoi, the 
princess, is brought to bed of a son ; and since that 
great day, nothing but firing and drinking is going on 
at the Place fioyale. My dear friend, adieu. 

LETTER *MXXr. 

FROM MADAME DE SEVIGN^ TO MADAME DE COULANGES* 

Grignaia, November 16, 1694. 

I KNOW not, madam, where the letter, which I address 
to you, will find my cousin; it is full of triRes un*** 
worthy the accounts he gives us daily of his travel^* 
1 know not whether you remember your last letter, and 
^ ith what grace and politeness you excuse yourself for 
Living showed one of mine; and bow you assure me, 
thaUsince the world has seen none of them, it is a sign 
that I can have written none. 1 wish, my friend, I 
deserved all your encomiums oi» this subject; and I 
pity you for not receiving your^wn letters : this is all 
I can say. 1 believe nothing can now prevAit us from 
concluding our marriage ; in short, every thing is set- 
tled, and it appears to me that all the actors necessary 
to this ceremony will be assembled from every quarter 
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fdmntted qb on uccount < 

Itk ffiflH ^ was a aaitadt Hatm, bis head wag not dashed 
it wtm three weeks after the accident that 
4lit giddiaeas ahowed itself ; but we are assured that it 
is of no conseqoence. He sends you a thousand com- 
{Aiment^ and a thousand after those : he said, the other 
that he would write to you, and I promised to 
kllbrm you <rf it. Adieu, my dearest friend ; when 1 
do not name Paulina, it is not her fault, for she is 
#ways alive to you, and enjoys your wit and your 
k^rs Ml a degree which is meritorkms to herself ; she 
ioafpeati you, not to forget her* 


LETTER *MXXIL 


VROH M. D£ COULAVGES TO M ADAVE DE SEVIGNE. 


Pans, November 17, 1694. 

Here I am, safely arrived, and safely restored to my 
doK^tful apartmeirt, whence I write, adorable go> 
to you, to cos^atulate you on the marriage of 
tbo mau^iiis de 'Grignan ; which, I hear, ig not only 
iPMlved and fixed, hut perhaps by this time made and 
ooweinded. You are well assured that 1 wish you all 
every possible satisfaction ; and my wishes are cer- 
tainiy the most sinoere, since no one can be more intre^ 
rested than 1 am in aU that concerns the good, illus- 
trious, and ancient house of the Adh^mars engrafted 
upon Castellane. God preserve to them nd multos wmos 
their beautiful and n, agniheent chateaux ; and may 
they, sd)ov% all things, beware of building an hospital, 
far soon or late an hospital brings misfortune. I was 
right when I informed you that the church of Tonnerre 
was sixty-three fathoms long ; it is said to be equal in 
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kngth to the church of Notre Dame, at Eftmi but 
divine service is ndi performed there as at Gr^aa 
venerable chapel is there to be seen, like that which hfS 
caused me emotion ^very time I have beheld it, 
given me equal respect for its founders. I arrived here 
on Saturday evening. Madame de Villeroi (la mar6« 
chale) is come to pay a visit to madame de Louvois, 
and 1 am going with her to-morrow to Versailles, 
perhaps from thence to Pontoise, to give myself back 
to my illustrious friends. I know not when I shall re- 
turn, which makes me write to you to-day, for your 
sake, and for the sake of all who are married and all 
who are unmarried, in the royal chateau where you 
reside ; but as it is impossible to write one’s exercise 
in so many ways, I put all my compliments into your 
hands to distribute them ; and I entreat you to spare no 
terms to express every sentiment of my heart and soul. 

I am not satisfied with madame de Coulanges’s health : 

1 found her again with pains in the stomach, and just 
apprehensions of not recovering her former state ; she 
continues Carette’s medicines. God grant that she may 
benefit more by them than she has yet done ; but i ' 
fear, from appearances, she will not be able to dis- 
pense with going to Bourbon in the spring. I am 
very uneasy respecting her; her situation interrupts 
the perfection of mine; for I am wonderfully well ki 
•^body and in mind ; though aware of the gout which 
seized me so unhandsomely last year, on the 20th of 
December. Adieu, my lovely frieiKl ; 1 am a thou- 
sand times more yom'& than my own. Madame de 
Villeroi (la marechale) entrees you to sufier all her 
compliments to you, and those who bear the||)ame of 
Grignan, to pass through my channel : she is not a 
tvriur from inclination ; but she knows as well how to 
think and speak, as if she wrote. You ought certainiy 
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\o be satisfied with the manner in which sh: 
thing that regards you, and with 
which she takes up the follies and sayings of the 


tu»r. 


LETTER *MXXIIL 

FBOM MADAME DE COULANGES TO MADAME DE slviGNE* 

Paris, November 19 , 1694. 

It is a fortnight, my friend, since I wrote to you ; I 
inform you of this, lest you should not perceive it. I 
had not received your letters, which made me fear 
that you did not wish for any more from me. Are you 
at the wedding ? Shall you be there soon ? I wish to 
know what concerns you all, because I take a real inter- 
est in you. All the party from Tonnerre are arrived in 
perfect health. M. de Coulanges has been extremely 
mortified since his return: a printed book of his Songs 
has appeared, and at the head of this title an admirable 
panegyric of his person : he is said to be born as much 
for things solid as frivolous ; proofs are given of the 
latter. He is very much hurt at the circumstance, and 
the more so from my not being able to take it seriously : 
to all he says, I reply. Songs, songs. He is gone to 
Versailles, and from thence to Saint Martinis ; it is to 
be hoped that he will be consoled for this book by. 
writing a second before his youth has passed away. 
You w'ish me to give you some account of my health : 
indeed, ray friend, it is very far from good ; Carette 
gives me w hat he pleases, and I swallow his medicines 
without|^onfidence and without success ; but I think 
it would be still worse to change my physician daily : 
I must have patience, and believe that we only die 
when it pleases God. 1 enclose you some verses, which 



MADAME DE SEVIGnL 


ITt 

the abbe Tetu has^esired me to send you ; they are ift 
his own style. A report prevails that the marquis dc 
JVIoiii will have Pipaut^s house ; it is said that he makes 
one of ills footmen dfess like a stag, and that he pur« 
sues him every night w'ith a horn : what think you 
of this hunting-equipage? M. de Harlay is not yet 
returned from his negociations ; every one wishes for 
peace, but has little hope of it. Here are more \erses 
of mademoiselle Bernard’s; notwithstanding all this 
poetry-^ the poor girl has not a petticoat to wear ; but 
it matters not, she has paint and patches. Adieu, my 
dear friend ; forget me not, I*i&htreat you. 


LETTER ‘^ MXXIV. 

FROM MADAME DE COULANGES TO MADAME DE SEVIGn£ 

Paris, November 26, 1694. 

I SENT the letter you addressed to me for M. de Cou- 
langes to Versailles, where he has been fixed since his 
, return. I was very much tempted to open it ; but dis- 
cretion gained the mastery over the desire I always 
have to see what you write ; in your hands, every thing 
turns to gold. I am extremely obliged to M. de Gri- 
gnan for still remembering me : his fall really makes 
;iie uneasy, and I entreat you, my dear, to inform me 
of^the slate of his health, because I am sincerely in- 
terestevl in it. The verses I sent to court were very 
well leceived: the person to whom these verses were 
addressed, has written me the most delightful letter in 
the world; you will judge of its clFect, when I 

tell you that but for my ill liealth, which makes it so 
mpleasant to me to remove frbm one place to another, 
iNfeould have immediately set out for Versailles. I 
swallow Carette’s drops incessantly ; and all I know h, 
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at they do me no harm : thet : 

^^w^hich we can say as nmch. 

yesterday to see. madame (la marechale) d’Huraiercs ; 
ahe lires in a wretched house in the Faubourg Saint 
Germain^ where there is no room, except in the court, 
for her to place her canopy. The dudiess d^Humi^res, 
on her side, occupies another very small house in the 
Island* If the marshals lady had a little courage, she 
would have given the preference to a convent, till 
something better offered. M. du Maine comes ta-night 
to sleep at the arsenal ; he is to entertain all the ladies 
who reside there to supper ; the young madame de la 
Troche will shine, for she is the beauty of the place. 
Madame de Boisfranc has the small-pox, and so has 
the first president’s son ; in short, no place is free 
from it. I told you of the mortification of M. de Cou- 
langes on the subject of his songs, which have even 
been ill chosen for publication : his eulogium is placed 
at the bead of the book : this being the last misfor- 
tune that could happen to him, he has felt it as keenly 
as the captain did, who, after seeing his son expire, 
and losing the battle, with indifference bewailed only 
the death of his slave. Madame de Montespan is re- 
turning here ; she has given a bed, worth forty thou - 
sand crowns, to M. du Maine, besides three other very 
magnificent ones. She has given her pearls to the 
duchess. Adieu, my dear friend; say a thousa.id 
things for me to all your beautiful and excellent so- 
ciety, and, abo^ all, continue me in the good gract^ 
•f the charming Paulina. 
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LETTER *MXXV. 

FROM MADAME DE <S>ULANCES TO MADAME DE SETION^. 

Paris, December 10, 1694* 

A FORTNIGHT has elapscd without ray writing to you ; 
but I keep my excuses till I really write, for my letters 
can only be melanchol3^ and dull. I am losing all my 
friends. The death of marshal de Bellefondf has given 
me real sorrow ; the last visit he paid was to me ; I 
saw him in perfect health, and six days after he was a 
corpse: his death, it is said, was occasioned by an 
abscess in the knee, and it is pretended that if it had 
been lanced, his life would hare been saved ; but you 
are not the dupe of this sort of repentance, we must go 
when our hour is come: the grief of his family is 
truly pitiable; for myself, I feel the loss most keenly. 
In addition to this death, I have to lament that of ma- 
demoiselle de Lestranges, who had been my intimate 
friend for twenty -five years : after this, you will not be 
surprised at the gloomy complexion of my thoughts. 
]\ly health is very bad : Carette exercises his art on me 
in vain: he gave me a medicine, a few days ago, 
which made me very ill ; but he said, as to Don Carlos, 
It is all for your goodX. I have some tolerable days, 
and then returns of colic more violent than ever; I am 
^resolved to take no more medicine, but to live with 
this disorder as long as it shall please God : the worst 
that can happen, happens so soon, even with good 
iicalth, that the event is not ^^orth troubling ourselves 

Died on the 5th of December^ 1691, aged 64. 

The expression made use of by the executioner, ivho was preparing 
strangle this young prince, by tlic command cf hi* pious and ex^cr*- 
ble father Philip II. 
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it is pain only that is formidable. Yo . 
by the recital of my melancfioly, tlao V/Oi.a.- 
jci^pf^.have in your friendship. I feel, however, the 
pleasure of knowing that you are aVl happy. The abbe 
de Marsillac informed me yesterday of the infinite 
wealth of M. and madame de Saint Amand, and of the 
marchioness de Grignan, their daughter ; he saw' them 
at Vincennes ; he says they are the best people in the 
world, and that they have brought up a j)rodigy for 
you ; in short, he spent a great deal of time in singing 
their praises to me ; and I assure you I was not tired 
of hearing them, for I take a sincere interest in every 
thing which relates to you and yours. I ask you, as a 
favour, to give compliments from me to M. and ma- 
dame de Grignan; I am too much out of spirits, and 
too ii), to write to any one but you; and you would, 
perhaps, willingly dispense with this preference. M. 
de Coulanges is still at court, where M. de Noyon* cuts 
a principal figure ; he is the only one there at present, 
and the court is always in want of such an amusement. 

* Francis tic Clermont Tonnerre, hisliop anti count dc Noyon. 

VVe have ulrcady jpoken of llic extreme vanity of this prelate, lii a 
note to Letter 78 , hlan h ll, 1671. What Lcivis XIV. said on Ids 
reception at the Hcadorny, was pure irony. Tire abbd dc Cauniartin, 
who replied to liim as a director, Iiad the misfortvuu', or raihei ihe 
pleasure, of seeing that every plirasc of the grand eidcgiain lie inadt' ou 
him appeared an epigram. 'Flic discourse of this abhc is cm ions , liis 
jt^ers are very evident: his Inctnse could deceive only the idol. U'ci 
may judge by the following instance : After having ob.>rr\cd tliat it u.tsthe 
king vvho wished M. de Noyon to be appointed, he added ; “ He kn(>ws 
your worth; he knows you ihorougldy; he loves to discourse with you, 
and when he has spoken to you, a cheerfulness diffuses itself over his 
countenance, which is visible ;o every one.*’ Notwithstanding the 
notoriety of the bishop de Noyon’s foliy, Dalcmbcrfhas attempted to 
prove tbiat it was overcharged : it is dilhcult to believe tliat tlu* public 
in bis time did not know him better than a panegyrist who wi\»te 
years after him. 
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rr ceived, on Monday, at the Academy (Fitui^’ 
iiie King has said he expects to be left alone ^ 
that day, ' 

The abbe Tetu wafe here when I received your faiit 
letter ; he was highly pleased at the reception you had 
given to his stanzas*; he sends you a dissertation ^ 
Montaigne. I must not forget, my friend, that I wife 
obliged, a few days ago, in very good company, to say 
all I knew of the charming Paulina; my heart had s6 
much share in the portrait I drew of her, that I really 
believe it resembled her ; at least, it was said that such 
a person ought to be sought after from one end of the 
world to the other, by all the most deserving in it. I 
believe we shall have M. and madame de Chaulnes at 
tjie end of this month. Marshal de Choiseul has exe- 
cuted your orders: it is true, that I no longer see him ; 
lie says he has been told, that he made himself ridicu- 
lous by visiting ladies so often ; I have suffered him to 
believe that he was not misinformed, and at length I 
am free from one visit a week. He has done wonders 
for poor marshal de Beilefond ; he is the only one who 
has Rj)(jkon to the king for the whole family. Adieu, 
my dear ; always embrace the beautiful Paulina for ray 
sake : how I abuse your good-nature, in asking things 
so hard to perform ! 

* Tlic ablj(^ had written religious stanzas on divers j^sages of 
s, niituics, and oi'the Fathers. 
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L^HTER * MXXVI. 

FRd|| M. DE COULANCES TO MADAME D£ SEVIGNE. 

P4ris> the last day of the year 1694. 

^41' AM at leng^ at the great city, where I have not 
made any long »tay for these four months ; for you 
Icnow, madam, that since my return from Tonnerre, I 
have divided my favours, for six months, between Ver- 
satllet and Saint Martin, where I have certainly led a 
Ycry pleasant life ; but, at length, here I am ; we must 
give a little of our time to our ivives and our friends at 
Paris, and not wholly forsake our relations and old ac- 
q»aintances. Every one tells me, that I am in su^h 
good health, that my colour is so fresh, and that I am 
so young, that, by St, John, I believe it. In short, the 
20th of December is past, and I am on my legs still, 
like any other person : it is pity that the season should 
be thus advanced ; for if I could have foreseen so per- 
fect a state of health when I was at Anci-le-Franc, on 
faith, on my rxom faith, I w^ould have taken the 
Lyons stage-coach by the way, and at the present mo* 
ment should be singing. Hymen lo, Hymen 0 / Is it not 
true, my adorable Grignans, that you would have given 
roe a hearty welcome to your magnificent chateau, and 
that 5 ^ou would have admitted me to your wedding? 
What are you doing ? is it over? is the victim ollered 
up? and has the sacrificer performed his duty well? 
must I pay my congratulations to you all in form, and 
separately ? I believe, ^^decd, that you do not wish it, 
and that mudame de Sevigne will have the goodness, 
when you are all assemblvd together, to read you thi*^ 
wretched letter; for the purpose of distribuUiig, ar 
cording to their ranks, all my respects, duty, serMcts, 
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:nr incere atUchmefit for the whok illnstrioas 
‘.o-bc c- the Adhfemars, engrafted upon the stock €$ 
Jastellane, to whom I wish j^rospcrity for ever 
.or. 

My lord marquis, we must have no trifling ; we imui| 
speedily have a fine child of your own making, by 
which means you will raise your parents to the dignity 
of grand: for myself, I do not at all despair of seeing 
your children's children ; and if I attain this happineii^ 
I flatter myself you will have the goodness to present 
me to them, as having the honour of being the nephew 
of their great, great, great grandfather. 

But, my lord count, how are you ? do your giddi** 
nesses continue ? I am indeed very uneasy respecting 
you, without however believing that any ill conse- 
quences can arise from a fall so long ago : in the name 
of God, take care of yourself, and let this serve as a 
warning to you, not to slight the assistance of an arm 
whenever it offers itself to support you ; for my part, I 
am constantly hanging upon the arm of my equerry, 
and I find it very useful. 

But, my amiable chevalier, must I always see you iu 
the gout ? it really drives me almost to despair. I have 
nothing to say to the gout; but I have tried a new 
remedy for my shoulders and my arms, which has suc- 
ceeded wonderfully. You must, without any othei 
ceremony, fold a piece of linen three or four tiibei 
double, place it on the part affected, and then, with 8 
hot iron, iron yourself as you would linen, I was iasi 
attacked at Versailles; I cried out, “My shoulder!’^ 
The irons wxre iiiiniedialely^»ut lo the fire, madame d€ 
Si. Gcran\s women*servants ironed me thoroughly, and 
t never since cried out “ rSy shoulder !” Th is remedy 
J^ball in future adopt for whatever is called rheuma- 
tism : the iron should not be too hot. 
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APtbr you, luy lady countess, I am sure you are 
bandsomer than ever: I pay you my compliments, and 
thank you for the excellent and entertaining letter you 
did US the honour of writing ; you ought never to doubt 
that I approve every thing you approve, and that J am 
perfectly satisfied at seeing a daughter-in-law^ come 
into your family, of whom 1 hear such w onders : there 
are not two opinions respecting her pleasing figure, 
and her noble and polished manners, which do honour 
to her education. 1 am ^ery impatient to have the 
honour of seeing you all together : but I nuist also 
make my bow to the illustrious prelates, and to M. de 
la Garde, and send them some little compliment. 

To you, charming Paulina, I must wash a husband, 
and a husband worthy of you ; in forming this v>ish, 
you w’iil sec plainly that I will no longer stand in your 
way ; no, truly ; I would rather lose my I : tile finger, I 
have already told you so. 

I now return to you, adorable governess, to ihank 
you for having just read the above to your audience, 
to assure you that 1 honour and love you more 
than my life. Nov/ tliat 1 am at Paris, and that I 
shall be there some time, I hope w^e shall have frequent 
correspondence with each other ; for, indeed, there are 
no means of writing in the ^ountiy I have just left. 
I have put the whole house of Armagnac into my bas- 
ket, which occupies me even now. Sufiice it to tell 3 'ou, 
that my last office w as to escort the duchesses de Va- 
lentinois, de Villeroi, de la Feuillade, and mademoiselle 
d* Armagnac, to the play ; that I made a fifth witli them 
on the front row of one of the boxes ; and that, to 
complete my happiness, the play was Ciiina, with w hich 
1 was more delighted thant^ever. Wliat details, and 
what pleasing details, 1 have to tell you ! But these 
must be reserved for another lime ; my letter is long 



MADAME DE »4vioN<. iMj 

" *' T Chaulneses are updn the road> and will 

1*. - -:i*.nediately ; their return is another motive^ 

/c)r bringing me to Paris. Continue to love yOttt': 
^'ttle cousin, my deafest governess, and believe me to 
oe a thousand times more yours than I can express. 

^ will not conclude without saluting the dean at the 
.^ad of his venerable chapter, without caressing ma* 
ucmoiselle dc Marillac, nor without striking up a crow^ 
stUlantes, which shall resound at the four corners of 
the chateau. I must also add my thanks in this place 
for a pleasure which you have procured us, without 
knowing it. The chevalier de Sanzei, a very fine young 
man, and madame de Glrignan’s godson, is here; and 
not knowing where to lodge him, the abbe Bigorre 
has had the goodness to open the marquis de Grignan^s 
apartment to us, which we have furnished, and have 
fixed him in it for the short time he has to remain in 
Paris ; we thought you would approve this ; he will not 
make much dirt there, as you may suppose, from the 
care vvc shall take of him by day. Adieu, my most 
adorable ; when once I begin writing to you, I cannot 
stop. Madame de Villeroi (la marechale) is not a 
ivriier ; you must all therefore, as many as you may 
be, content yourselves with the compliments she has 
commanded me to give you, without haggling for terms, 
as if she had w'ritten to you individually ; she takes your 
part with all and against all, and speaks very highly of 
you, and of every thing you do. 



i4nrviits OF 


< LETTER *MXXVII. 

IWM IIADAMIS DE COULANGSS TO MADAME DE sIviGNE* 

Farris, ^arni^ry 14, 1G95. 

I THANE ya«, niy friend^ for iming informed me of 
of your roiMace ; for sill you tell me 
^ beroine is charming ; the hero we 

it appears to me that you make more sub- 
KMCTu itpasts than these princes and princesses did. 
1 am delighted that M. de Grignan is well; this cir- 
cumstance has acUled much to the charms of the enter- 
tainment. I yesterday informed madame de Chaulnes 
of yoifT marriage f, who is arrived in good health, and 
w4io eacclaimed, Good heavens ! they are married 
then as if she had never beard of it before. She had 
idept at Versailles ; she had seen madame de Chevreuse 
and all her friends there. It is impossible to be more 
occupied than she is with what has been told her of the 
death of M. de Luxembourg; if you, my friend, were 
here, she would certainly say: ** Governess, he died 
1^ a Christian : Monsieur almost constantly in his 
Toom.” It is true, that father^|8ourdaloue has said, that 
he had not lived like M. de Lussembourg, but that be 
wished to die like him. Madame de Maintenon is well ; 

has btfm much indisposed ; she now goes out daily, 
preparatory to her journey to St. Cyr. I had a visit, 
yesterday, from a modern Andromache. Madame (la 
marechale) d^Humi^res appointed M. de Treville and 
the abbe T6tu to meet her yesterday in my chamber ; 
she informed me that she no longer saw the duchess 

•f The marriage of the marquis de Grignan and mademoiselle * 

Amand. 
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who ooald haire believed tfatt mteMI 
would have occasioned such a disunriofi ? 

It is reported bere that the princeas of Orange f h 
dead ; but this news ^imts coafiraiatkisi. The 
is at length passed, and BxeiL I hare always forgotten 
♦n give the abbe Tutu’s complinaiients to you, and to thi 
. tiole house of Grignan. Adieu, iny deare^ 1 eis^ 
brace, I love yoa, and wish for you always. M. 4a 
Coulanges lives wholly at court ; it will not be said that 
he is led by interest, whatever country he inhabito ; k 
b always his pleasure that governs him, and he 
py : what more b necessary ? 

. LETTER *MXXVin. 

rnOM MADAME DE COrULANCES TO MADAME DE a4nO!C& 

Paris, Januaiy 31, 1093* 

Be assured, madam, that we no longer r^otlect that 
Uiere was ever a M. de Luxembourg 1 in the world. I 
pity you for being where you are, only on accomit of 
the reflections which you give yourself the trouble of 
making on the dead, who are bere already forgottea. 
M. de Luxembourg's best friends often assemble still : 
Uieir pretext b, to lament him ; and they eat, drmk« 
laugh, are merry, and of Charon, not a word,*' This 
b tlie way of the world, the world to wiiich we are 
fondly attached. The prificets of Orange § is scarcely 
mentioned, who was only thirty-three years of age, %i*at 
handsome, was a queen, had power, and died after 

•f* Mary Stuart, daughter of James K. king of England, and wife of 
Witliam III. king of England, who|n’(^s at that time only known in 
Trance by the name of the prince of Orange. 

JJflio died the 5th of January, 1695, aged ©7, 

Died the 7th of January, 1&95. 
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day 8^ illness. But the greatest news is, that the 
\ of Orange is ill, very ill : the disorder of the 
queen was contagious ; he did not quit her an instant, 
and God grant she may not have quitted him long 1 
A beautiful and magnificent scene took place yester- 
day, at the hotel de Chaulnes. Monsieur spent almost 
the wheif^ of the day there, with his usual goodness 
and agreeable manners to the mistress of tlie bouse. 
The duchesses apartments are in the highest style of 
perfection ; from the saloon to the closet, every thing is 
fitlttished with those beautiful damasks, embroidered in 
gold, with which you are so well acquainted ; in the 
bedchamber a chimney-piece, of inexpressible beauty 
and magnificence, has been erected ; there were large 
fires throughout the house, and so great* a quantity of 
tapers, that the sun would have been obscured if they 
had contended together. Madame de Chaulnes went 
this morning to return Monsieur^s visit, and afterwards 
to Versailles for a few days, which has prevented her 
writing to you. There are no pleasures but at Grignari, 
my friend ; but the worst is, that there are none for us 
at Paris when you are at Grignan. I revere jSind esteem 
all the inhabitants of that beautiful chateau. The mar- 
quis de Grignan has written me the prettiest letter in 
the world : it has been deemed so by connoisseurs. 
Render me every good office in your power with his 
l^y, but particularly, my friend, with yourself, I en.- 
treat you. The amiable Paulina is daily spoken of here, 
and all her friends femember her so affectionately, that 
she is an ingrate if she cares iio longer for them ; provided 
however she does not forget me, I pardon her all the 
rest. The little duchessMe Sully, who is in my opi- 
nion the old woman, has just desired me to give you a 
thousand remembrances from her. Continue to 
me, my dear friend, I conjure you. 
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LETTER «MXXIX. 

I* 

FROM M. DE COULANGES TO MADAME DE 5HVIGNE. 

Paris, January aiy 1695. 

Good heavens, my dear governess, what excciHent let- 
ters you write, and how much pleasure do your details 
give me ! I have seen the wedding as distinctly as if I 
had been present at it ; I have seen the beautiful cha- 
teau illuminated, the company that filled it, the splendid 
dre-ses and ornaments of the bride; the three sumptu- 
ous tables served in the gallery ; all the apartments 
richly furnished and lighted, l .have even heard the 
music ; in short, your entertaining accounts have made 
me lose nothing, and have relieved me from the anxiety 
I fell at that time to see the tables served iD the gallery, 
I* tlioiight the place very cold, but the two chimneys, of 
which you make mention, have warmed my imagina- 
tion ; and the only inconvenience I experienced at this 
nuptial feast, vras from eating too much; for never did 
I meet with better cheer. You have indeed acquitted 
yourself admirably in these details ; but who will in- 
form me whether we have really a marchioness de Gri- 
gnan, and whether we may expect nephews worthy of 
their ancestors ? Let me be assured, at least, that the 
marquis’s wedding-night was not like his father’s, and 
1 shall hold it as certain. With respect to myself, I 
still lead the same life, most amiable marchioness : 
sometimes at Versailles, sometimes at Paris, and always 
in good company. At Paris,^I divide my nights be- 
tween my two wives; for J^.9<jend as many in the neigh- 
bourhood of Richelieuf, as in Tournclles-street : I have 


•f- At the hAtel de Loitvob. 



AXmtis OF 


in been detained by the bonible weather we hare 
for it was realiy dangerous to venture into the 
Its, particularly at night. 

- . The good Chaulneses are at length here, just the same 
as you have always seen them, and still disposed to 
give entertainments to their friends :* their house is won- 
detfiilly improved ; and the duchess, who is always so^ 
^much averse to any alterations that are proposed, ia 
constantly delighted when she finds them done, and is. 
It to approve them. Monsieur, with whom yon 
the is so great a favourite, came to see her yes- 
and paid her the most agreeable visit in the 
Ibdame de Coulanges was invited to assist 
doing the honours ; and she did not fail to 
go, as you will suppose. I was not at the hotel dc 
CbaoJnes when Monsieur was there, because 1 dined in 
the faubourg St. Germain ; but I arrived soon enough 
to find very handsome fires in all the chimneys, and 
every mark of a rich house, where they know how to 
live in style. Monsieur went also to see madame de 
Uoban, who has lately lain in ; and the dowager prin* 
cess d^Bpinoi, who has been ill. 

^ The death of the princess of Orange is a subject of 
never-ending discourse : even yesterday there were per- 
sons who betted that she was not dead ; be this as it 
may, the king, her father, has resolved to receive no 
"Wrfts, and to wear no mourning. Mademoiselle d’Hoc- 
quincourt is to marry the marquis de Feuqui^res ; and 
madame de Bracciano* gives little balls, which are 
over at ten o’clock ; at which all the heiresses that are 
candidates for husbands assemble, and it is who shall 
dance with them ? This all our news. I am now 


* The duchew de Bracciano was afterwards the celebrated pri- 
de* Urains, who governed Spain undfir Philip Y. 
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, to dine at the hdtel de Cbaulnea; tht htwibaM 
the wife are going, after dinner, to Versaiflea, 1 
am earnestly solicited ^to go to Saint Martin’s, and I 
know not whether I shall not go on Sunday with the 
duke de Montmorenci, who has led the cardinal to hope 
that he will bring me there : it is an excellent botrae te 
be in, at all times and seasons. Adieu, my most adora* 
ble; I thank you for having so ably distributed my 
compliments ; I entreat you to go on, and to be assure^ 
that no one in the world is more devoted, or more \ 
tionately attached, to you than 1 am. Madame d^Ar- 
magnac has sent me her portrait, and those of her two- 
daughters t ; you will suppose that it was necessary 
to give them a place ; but be not alarmed for your own 
portrait, it still occupies the same station, and has a 
stronger hold in my heart than it would have in Iron of 
brass. Madame de Coulanges is tolerably wcH ; she 
begins to eat more heartily than she did. 


LETTER* MXXX. 

raOM MADAME DE S^YIGNE TO MADAME DE COUEAHCES;. 

Grigiian, February 3, 1695, 

Ah ! talk to me not of madame de Meckelbourg J ; I 
renounce her : how, in the name of God, and even of hu-^ 
nianity, could she keep so much gold, so much silver, so 
much furniture, so many jewels, in the midst of the 
extreme distresses of the poor, which, of late, have 
been overwhelming ? But how must she appear in the* 
eyes of the world — the worl^ whose esteem and ap- 

t The duchess de Valentmois, and mademoiselle d’Armagnac. 

heautlful duchess de Cliatillon, sister of marshal de Lu.xem- 
mrg. See the note, Letter 36, December 20, \668. 
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;|>robation we wish to preaerre beyond the tomb ? How 
she bear to be thought the most avaricious of 
Ipilings ? avaricious to the poor ; avaricious to her ser- 
Tant^ to whom she has left nothing; avaricious to 
lierself> since she almost starved herself to death ; and 
Sh dying, when she could no longer conceal this horri- 
ble passion/ to appear^ ki the eyes of the public, ava- 
rice itself? My dear madam^ I could discourse for a 
yi^ar upon this subject; I abhor this phrensy of the 
liman mind, and it is a personal insult to me to 


base it as madame de Meckolbourg did : we loved 


ne another very much formerly, we called each other 
sters. . I renounce her; let her name be mentioned to 


le no ji|ore. 

Let us talk of our hotel de Chaulnes, wdiic h is pre- 
^ly the contrary : these are adorable people, and 
lake a worthy use of their wealth ; wdiat they receive 
dth one hand, they dispense with the other; and if 
iwy bad no ingots of gold at St. Malo^s, they would 
:^ali^idge themselves to support the high station in 
^Which God has placed them. The poor feel their li- 
berality; in short, they are people wdio cannot be 
too much loved, and honoured, and admired. I am so 
fascinated with them, that I even give the credit to M. 
de Chaulnes of having taught friendship to Monsieur ; 
is a science which persons of his rank have not often 
happiness of knowing. I am glad not to be forgot- 
ten in this hotel ; 1 entreat you»#|g||p|iable friend, 
not to forget me yourself. embraces you, 

md can no longer dispense witlr your kindness. We 
are still engaged in wedding-visits ; the ice gave way 
with mesdames de Branc and mesdames de Buous, 
ladies of consequence, whom we had desired not to 
come: they were on the point of falling thioujj^ii rt. 
and were in danger of their lives, in coming to congra- 



tulate us : this is the way in whiclt |>cople 1 ot 4 ill 
country ; is it the same at Para? I, however, wn l||. 
tisfied, at least; and I swear to yoUj that I jifaatlha^ 
real joy in receiving ycj. 

LETTER *MXXXL 

FROM MADAME DE SEVIONE TO M, DE COULANGES. 

Paris, February 3 , 1695 ,. 

Madame de Chaulnes sends me word that I am 
in being here in the sunshine; she thinks all our.^^j^s 
are woven with silk and gold, Alas! my dear ^usin, 
it is a hundred times colder here than at Paris;; wo are 
exposed to every wind ; it is the south wind, the north- 
oast wind, it is the devil; it is who shall insult us; 
they fight among themselves, which shall have the ho- 
nottr of confining us to our apartments. All our rivers 
are taken ; the Rhone, the furious Rhone, cannot resist 
them ; our writing-desks arc frozen, our benumbed 
fingers can no longer guide our pens ; we breathe no- 
thing but snow ; our mountains are charming in their 
excess of iiorror : 1 wish every day for a painter, who 
could take a good representation of these ’frightful 
beauties ; such is our situation. Relate it to our good 
duchess de Chaulnes, who fancies us to be in meadows 
with parasols, walking under the shadow of orange- 
trees. You have formed an excellent idea of the rural 
magnificence of our wedding f; every one has shared 
ill the praises you bestow, but we know not what you 
mean by the wedding-night. Alas, how coarse you 
arc ! 1 was charmed with the /lamier and modesty of 

the evening ; 1 informed in«vSuiie de Coulanges so : the 

'f* Tlie raarrioge of ihc ma;nui$ de Griguan, 


YOL. IX. 


K 
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bride was conducted to her apartment ; her toilet, her 
her nigh t-'clothes, were brought ; she took off her 
MR^ornaments^ was undressed, and went to bed ; we 
knew nothing of who came iii, or went out of, her 
Toom ; every one retired to his own apartment. We 
arose ^he next morning, without going to the bride- 
folks ; ^ey also arose, dressed themselves : no foolish 
questions were asked them; Are you my son-in-law? 
Ai*e you my daughter-in-law ? They are what they are. 
breakfast was prepared ; every one ale and did 
j^sed ; every thing was conducted in silence, 
f modesty ; there were no uncomfortable looks, 
iision, no improper jests: this is what I had 
never seen^efore, and what struck me as being the 
most betSming and the pleasantest thing in the world. 
The cold freezes me, and makes the pen fall from my 
bands. Where are you ? at St. Martin\s, at Meudon, 
or at Baville? What happy spot contains the youtW'uI 
and amiable Coulanges? I have just been railing 
against avarice, to madanie de Coulanges : it gives me 
great joy, from the riches madame de IMcckelbourg 
has left, to think I shall die without any ready money, 
but at the same time without debts ; this is all 1 ask of 
God, and is enough for a Chrif,tian. 


Lr.TTER *MXXXII. 

FROM MADAME DE COULANGES TO MADAME DE SLVIGNE. 

Farif,, February IS, 

It is evident that you have forgotten the climate of 
Pai is, my frieud, siiicl you believe that it is colder 
with you than with us ; ftv-rer was there a winter like 
this. The sun has showed himself for thesc\F‘Vr days, 

but he does not suffer himself to^be felt, whi^fT*^* a 

1 
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j)fjvilegc you enjoy at Grignan, I am certain. I ^ 
t*asily understand that madame de Grignan taVei^ 
jdeasure in dispensing with visits ; this is an adv^^ 
tage I enjoy in the centre of Paris; but I have 
reason to trouble myself with them ; I have no childreti; 
no family, and, thank Heaven, no taste for thes^ 
fatiguing occupations ; I have old age, and sdfflcientl^ 
bad health : all this confines me to my chimney-comei 
with a pleasure which, for my own part, I prefer tx 
apparently greater ones. But one retreat I ado^ire 
which is that of mademoiselle de la Troussc 
stows on her a great portion of grace, and her 
is now enviable. Madame de Chaulnes is c^iistantl] 
wishing for rest, and is always on wing. give 
magnificent dinners : the chevalier de Lorraliie, M, d< 
the cardinal de Bouillon, are of her pai^^ 
ur.d this is the case every day of the week, Madf& 
.de Pontchartrain is much indisposed ; the countess d( 
(irammont is returned to court in excellent headtj; 
^.ladanie de Meckelbourg is only remembered by fee 
avarice. It is said, that M. de Montmorenci is 
marry madame de Seignelai ; I can scai;icely give cre3i 
to this marriage. 1\I. de Coulanges arrived yesterday 
lioin St. Martinis and from Versailles; but he alightei 
at ilie door of maciamo de Louvois * ; honour to what 
honour is due, I can easily comprehend that we mai 
reconcile ourselves to a husband who has many wives 
and 1 wish M. de Coulanges had one or two more lik 
madame dc Louvois. Marshal de Villeroi took the oat] 
yesterday t, and afterw^ards the stall'; he made th( 
king wait a long time, while he was dressing ; he had ; 
blue velvet coat of extrao- finary magnificence, am 

ut' Coulc^igf*' vdiled irnclauie de Louvois hia second wife. 

' For Ills situation of captain of his in:tjcstY*s life-guarda# 



LETTERS OF 


fine countenance set him ofT more than his coat. 
Jlie duchess du Lude has made me promise to give you 
ft' tjioui^d compliments, and a thousand alFectionate 
l^lMtnbrolfces from her. The king has given n:ka- 
^Btne de Soubise the apartment marshal d’Humieres 
Occupied at Versailles ; madame de Soubise's, to the 
princesses d’Epinoy ; the princesses’, to M.de Rasilly 
snd of the duchess d’llumi^res, not a word. Adieu, 
my dear friend, I embrace and love you heartily. I 
Fear Ibe charming Paulina will forget me at last ; ab- 
len^'t^ves ns every thing to dread, even nhen \vc 
ire Continue, I entreat you, to distribute my 

compliments through the chateau de Grignan. 1 am 
very much obliged to the chevalier (de Grignan) for 
honour of his remembrance, and I conjure you to 
him for me : I am truly interested in his disorder ; 
friend, father de la Tour, preaches at St. Nicholas; 
Uid, if I am able to go out, he shall be my preacher 
luring Lent. All the sonnets w ritten in praise of the 
princess de Conti, have no doubt been sent to youf. 


LETPER *MXXXIII. 

FROM MADAME DE COULANCES TO MADAME DE SEVIGNL. 

Paris, Febniruy 22, 

I HAVE, lost my little secretary, my friend, and I can- 
not bring myself to show you my vile writing. I am 
trying a new secretary J; let me know if you can read 

•f* Tills can only be nnderstoo'- . 'nically. The adve nture of Al, de 
Clermont Chate, and of La Cl> ^ , ' c to " nerous ej^igntms 

against the poor princess. M . ; . . 

duchess de Bourbon, tlie danglite. 
princess de Conti was of madame de i 
I M. de Coulanges. 
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his. The news which makes the most noise here, 
marria« 2 ;e of tlie beautiful Paulina; it is said that^^ 
abbc (Itj Simiane is gone to be present at the 
when 1 say I know notliing on the subject, no oneWj 
believe me. The ducliess du Lude says she has heafl 
it from the chevalier de Grignaii ; for myself, I pard< 
the secrecy you liave observed towards me, provided 
be true; yon will therefore suppose that 1 passionate) 
love M. de Simiane. 

'J'lie duke de Chaulnes gives magnificent dinner|} 
has given one to madame de Louvois, as he 
given to M. de Louvois; another to the cheva^iet* 
Lorraine, and the whole house of Monsieur; 1 was 
the first, and sent M. de Coulanges to the second : 
proportion as my age increases, his diminish^; so 
J think myself almost too old to be his mother* >^1 
the courtiers are become poets; nothing is to be 
but b<mts-rimes, some as full of praise as others 
slander ; God forbid I should send you any of 
latter : there is one in praise of cardinal de BouiU^ 
which passes for a song ; what say you to it, my friei^ 
What say you, also, to the prince dauphin ? I lea^ 
this story to be told you by niy secretary ; for he pr« 
t(MivU sometimes to write, in his way. The marriage < 
nradt inoiselle de C’roissi with the count de Tillieres'*^^ 
said to be a fixed thing. Madame de Maintenon; 
‘•till lauguirl, but she is in much better health. Ml 
dame do ^banunont appears at court with the figure < 
a uev/ beauty ; nhe is perfectly restored, 

i ^ abbe de IVnelon appears surprised at the king 

• Tli'.s rr.i'nl ;'* <lid not Uike Maflenwiselle de Cioi^si w 

niarrlr l in i(>y9 to tlie Jo Boiizolts; aud in th(‘ same yet 

t i-f ' * *e r^lliti'ps ''.arried liiAiiemoikellc du Gu^ Bagnols, madan 
mele. 
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to bioo: in returning him thanks. 
r.<^uld not consider a favour which reino 

from the duke of Burgundy as a reward : ihc 
jtid that he did not intend co oblige him to cor.- 
residence; and at the same time, this worthy 
^fabishop pointed out to the king, that by the council 
!»F Trent, prelates were only allowed to be absent for 
;hree months from their diocese, even in business which 
joncerned their personal interests ; the king repiesented 

0 the importance of the education of the princes, 
Ln^^i;Sn»ented that he should live nine months at Cam- 
>r^\tod three at court ; he has given up his only 
Sbbey; JVI. de Rheims has said that M. de Fenelon, 
hinbiii^^ be did, had done right in this ; and that he, 
hinking & te did, had done well to keep his. Adiew, 
j^idear friend : your absence is still insupportable to 

me not be forgotten in this chateau de Grignan ; 

1 is your business, I remind you of it, I affectionately, 
plbrace the charming Paulina. Mademoiselle de 
^clos is as much in request by women as she former- 
Y was sought after by the other sex ; is it possible not 
0 hate old age after such an example ? The abbe and 
he chevalier de Sanzei set out yesterday to keep Lent 
l^th their mother; the latter will do all he can to 

r a bow to his godmother f, in his way to his ship. 


M. DE COULANGES CONTINUES. 

TRST, madam, how do you like this small paper r Does 
i not interrupt you someti '''s your reading ? For 
ly part, I prefer the 

• Of the a) 
f Madar 
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fatiiers in vvliich there was plenty of room 

details. It is a week since I returned from St 
tin’s and Versailles, to pass the rest of the flesh-dayf\^ 
J^uis. Tsolliing can espial the excellent and sumptuOli^ 
tlinners at the hotel de Chaulnes, the beauty of thestat^ 
apartments which daily increases, rnd of the fires idf 
evciy chimney: this house, iti fact, is the only ow' 
\vhic!i truly represents the house of a great lord. M. 
de Marsan aiid the duke de Villeroi were at the dinner 
of the clievalier de Lorraine. 

As I have not heard cardinal de Bouillon on 
ject of the prince dauphin^ I cannot answer to 
the truth of this circxmisiance ; but it is alBrmed 
hlonsieur, pressed by the cardinal, had 
detach the dauphir.ial principality of Auver^i^, from 
tjie duchy of Montpensier, in consideration of thej%^ 
tensions which the house of Bouillon might have 
the succession of Mademoiselle ; so that by that mean^ 
they vvere masters of the whole of Auvergne ; for the 
carilinal has the duchy, and M, de Bouillon the 
dom ; and, in the end, tlie duke d’AjOret would M 
called the prince dauphin: as the persuasion is, th^ 
there is notliifig too waim for the cardinal, who is occu- 
pie<l solely with ihe grandeur of his family, what is 
said ol‘ tiii'. folly ^ It is true, that Monsieur, who |l^ 
pioaiisi d eve: \ thing, spoke to the king respecting tM 
divi^ion; and that the king opposed it*. It is said, 

♦ Af\( r ilic inipilsonnicnt of the princes, unch r the minority oi 
\uc\ 'i. \ \\., u-L<'u lii*' piuiy of the great Conclc decided to have recourse 
to jiiiii it was to Aioc.gne that the princess, luu uife, immediately re- 
j;aii-eil. A rctiuus detail of tho maguiriccnre uitii vliicli she was re- 
ocli’L(l tl.vie 1 Y die dute de Bouillon, of the forces he assembled, and 
of the bo\(‘rt li;?! rr he exercised .lay be found in the -Vemoires dt 
Lend, 'The, icmeinlnance ' ftucli a circumstance was sidiident cause 
foi^ «• ^ ^''bc iipd age at the new plan of the famil> of Bouillon, 

whitU is mci.rioiicdTficie. 
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the cardinal^ still afflicted ai this refusah has > 
the chevalier de Lorraine, to tell him that he \vct:> iiJUt. II 
Hrprised that Monsieur had not kept his word with 
hl^i, and that he could not henceforth be one of his 
servants* It is added, that the chevalier de Lorraine 
has showed his letter to Monsieur, who has kept it, and 
says, that the chevalier ought at least to be obliged 
him for not having showed it to the king. Be this as it 
may, madam, it is very disagreeable to our cardinal ; 
for as he is not universally beloved, his enemies take 
of the opportunity to give vent to their ma- 
lice, ^hile his friends are grimed that he does not, once 
for ail, put end to his ambition, and accommodate 
himself to the present times. Judge, after this, of the 
luccees 6f the bout-rime which madame de Coulanges 
has mentioned to you. It is a long time since I wro^s 
^ you ; but I hear of you always by madame de Cou- 
langes, who sometimes has the goodness to communi- 
cate to me the contents of your letters. I always lorget 
give madame de Louvois^s compliments to you, and (o 
the whole house of Grignan ; she scolded^ me very sen* 
ausly, the other day, for my omission. 


LETTER * ]\IXXX1V. 

#ROM MADAME DE 8EV1GNE TO I)L COUL\N<.ES. 

Grignan , Feljiiiary 26, 16 <j 5 . 

r SHOULD be consoled for the little secretary t you 
have lost, if the one i you had taken in his place, 
could attach liiraselt . , - Jy to your service. Hii 
ivriting is ver}^ good, i ‘ ^ ^‘'om the 

in which 1 . * o.hv. . - . i ,.id 


-f* Tli« COULt (U ' 
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think it probable that he would be every moment 
playing truant : he is a libertine ; I even know that he 
sometimes sleeps in lown ; after this, my friend, yon 
may employ him, if 3'ou please. I advise you to take 
him upon tiial ; when you 6nd him under your thumbs 
make him useful ; tan£ ienu, tant paye (so much labour^/ 
so much pay). Our hotel de Chaulnes is the only one 
that preserves the dignity of the nobility : they (the 
duke and duchess de Chaulnes) are in the habit of 
enjoying their wealth ; they both do what is now rairely 
tlone I they are worthy of the highest esteem and 
friendship. God preserve their health, the golden rain 
of St. Malo, and the youth of your amanuensis : , 1 must 
now address m^’self a little to him. 


TO M. DE COULANGES.. 

In the first place, my dear cousin, 1 must tell you ^ 
candidly’, now that we are left at liberty, that I do 
not at all Lke madamede Coulanges^s diminutive sheets*; 
they enrage me, 1 cpiarrel with them every moment; 

I know not wliere 1 am. They are the leaves of the 
they fly awa\^ ; and I cannot forgive them for 
kee[)ing back, and interrupting, my friend's conversa^^^ 
tion ; but you must say nothing to her about it, for sh^ 
is attached to this small paper. I wish you were as 
much attached to her service: it is a good situation to 
be her amanuensis, I like it much ; 3’our writing has 
given me real pleasure. 1 know all the wonders of the 
house of Chaulnes, and am grieved not to be a witness 
of them : if I could hav«' inade an alteration in the ar- 

^ivladamc de Coulangcs commonly wrote on small-sizcd paper, cut 
vn every tide. 
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s^l^Pments which cause me to be here when the^ 
tt the Place Royale, I would have done it with plea- 
ture. I love and honour cardinal de Bouillon ; you can 
[praise him in prose and in verse; I wish his fancy, 
with respect to the succession of Mademoiselle, could 
vhave been realised. We are informed here of the mag- 
nificence of your duchess dc Villeroi ; of her superb 
dresses for the last da^^s of the carnival : she is at 
the age to like all these things. Have you not giv( n 
the compliments of this whole chateau to marshal de 
ViHor^ and his lady ? I requested you to do so. We 
shall receive compliments from madame de Louvois 
with e3e;|^!ein0 pleasure; she i§ a person wdiom I parti- 
cularly : she is polite, she is obliging, and this 

is 1 require of her. You have had deplorable wea- 
and so have we ; extreme cold, and volumes of 
imow, which I need not tell you; severe frosts upon 
the SXIOW9 and then more snow, and rain freezing as 
^ Ibll: in short, we have been a thousand times worse 
pff than at Paris. I conclude, my amiable ; I have no 
pretty details to give scope to in this paper, and I 
would lay a wager the wind would carry away my let- 
ter; it is jmur turn to speak. Coibineili tells me won- 
^rs of the excellent company of men he met at the 
hpnfte of mademoiselle de FEnclos ; thus she assemble^ 
both men and women in her old age, whatever madame 
de Coulanges may say ; but if she had now only wo- 
men to visit her, she might comfort herself for the ar- 
rangement, having had visitor? * the other sex 

at a difierent period. 
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LETTER * MXXXV. 

FROM M. DE COULANGES TO MADAME DE SEriGN^. 

Paris, Wednesday, March 4, 1695. 

It appeared by the last letter you received from your 
friend f, that her secretary was not always at her com- 
mand. All you say on the libertinism of this secre* 
tary, is as incomparable as it is true. I only returned 
iVoiTi t!ic hotrse of my second ivife%, where I had $|ept 
r two nigl.ts, on Wednesday morning; I returned to 
2s^ist at the ^^'ednes(la3’'s gala at the hotel deChaoHiefl. 
Tlie duke and duchess live well every day| but on 
\Vednesda\^s, I"rida3\s, and Saturdays, I canbot 

praise their good cheer: their house-steward " 
an excellent one, and contributes greatly to their splen** 
•dour. But is tlie company alw^ays select? Judge, ma- 
dam, by the sample of last Wednesday : the DiviniH^, 
who are ahva\s amusing; madame de la Sale, and her : 
daughter de Roussillon; madame de St. Germain; ma- ^ 
dame du Boi'. dc la Roche, who laughs louder than ever; 
tnd tlie good abbe d’EHiat, for whom principally the 
t* Jilcrtainnicnl was given, 1 w'ould have sworn, at first, 
that I should be contented to eat merely to live; but^ 
hue dinner v. as so excellent, so large, and so rnagnjfi- 
. I nt, that 1 seasoned it with my best humour; I ate 
iiivc a devil, drank like a fish, and made nndame de la 
Sale, her daughter, madame de St. Germain, and ma- 
dame dll Bois de la Roche, agree with me, that there 
was nothing like a select company, from the same 
coimtiy, wlio all speak the same language, and wlio 
ere all delighted to m : they must also agree, I said, 

f Madimt; dc Coulanges. 


Miidamc de Louvoii. 
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that any one, be it who it may, that arrived uncvpe^ 
ediy, would be an interruption to our party ; and they 
were of opinion that the ma'^tor and mistress of the 
house should be scrupulous of admitting any but such 
persons at their dinner-hour, and that nothing was so 
mortifying to good company as to meet with bad. 
Upon this subject, madame de la Sale said a thousand 
clever things, every one more delicate and more truly 
French than the rest; madame de St. Germain ap- 
plauded them with her usual air of confidence, and 
madame du Bois de la Roche laughed louder than ever ; 
the dirty spoons at the same time resounded upon the 
plates, to help one, and to help the other; and having 
unfortuiiifately wished for a sea-dragon, madame de St. 
Germain put one of the finest on my plate: but it was 
in vain to say I would have no sauce ; the same lad\v, 
assuring me that the sauce even surpassed the fish, 
covered it at difterent times with sauce from her own 
spoon, which was just taken from her lovely mouth ; 
madame de la Sale helped nothing but with Ikt finger? ; 
in short, I never met with so much dirt; and our good 
duke, with the best intentions in the world, w^as dirtier 
than the rest. Thus, my lovely governess, passed our 
entertainment. 1 am going again, as soon as I have 
finished this letter, to dine w ith the duchess de Cbaulnes, 
for the duke will not arrive from Versailles till the even- 
ing: but the splendour of to-nlorro^v is deslineil for 
the first president of Britany, his son, his daugliter-lii- 
lavv, inndame Giranlin, the bishop of Vannes, Ins sister 
madame de Creil, and others : 1 am also retained to 
assist in doing the honours. 

MaJenioibelle de Breval * was married on Wednesday 


♦ Gcne\:» vc Fran^'ilsc de Harlay, daughter of BonaveiUurc f 
de Harlay, marji’.b do Bri-val, and of GcncviCve Fonia, 
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M. de Thianges; and, as M. de Thianges heard 
4ie proposals for going to the opera till supper- time 
(for the marriage to^k place in the morning, and the 
dinner was at the arch bishop\s of Pans), he requested 
that some other amusement might be chosen : accord- 
ingly the wadding-party was conducted by M. du 
Maine to the Arsenal, where the gates w’ere shut, and 
the company played at lansquenet till the hour of 
supping with the first president arrived ; at whose 
house the bride and bridegroom remained till to-day, 
'J'iiey are now at the hotel de Nevers, where they will 
remain for tlir<^e montlis, that is, till they can find a 
house that suits them. Madame de Montespan opened 
her doors yesterday, and received, in bed, the compli- 
ments of all who wished to pay them to her. This is 
'the great new's of the day. The duchess de Villeroi is 
with child, and very melancholy at a situation which Is 
new to her, while all her family are delighted at the 
event. The count de Sanzei arrived yesterday; he 
only waits the ordcus of madame dc (’oulanges to show 
you his writing; he will he with us hut a fortnight, at 
taithc''!, for the drum is going to beat again to armsi 
You have heard of the death of madame de Montglas* : 
m return, the countess de Fiesque is better than ever; 
she has In eu w onderful on the marriage of mademoiselle 
de llreval, wluuii slic has alw^ays loved and considered 
her daughter. Cardinal de Ilouillon^s affair is no 
longer s[)oken ol ; 1 have seen him frequently of 'ate, 
and Ir appears to me as tranquil as it is jmssible to be. 
'liie hdtel de Chaulncs, with all its glory, is not with- 
out its occasional mortifications, because the duke and 

Tliib lady is known hy the passion wiih whieh she had inspired 
and hy the eoinpUinls he uroie in pvo.>c ai'd verse, roproaching 
'Tia vuh having forsakv-u and even betrayed him in his rahlortunes. 
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duchess are not without them : all these troops on the 
coast, and the oflicers that command them, embarrass 
them, when they ought to accomrnodate themselves to 
the times, spend the spring (juielly here, and divide 
the summer between Chaulnes, Versailles, and Paris, 
and not go to Brilany till the meeting of the Slates: 
but they conceal every tiling from their friends, and 
will shorten their days by main force. The good duke 
is very much out of spirits, and with reason; but v>ho, 
in this world, does justice to himself? 

This has insensibly grown into a tolerably long let- 
ter; it is, at least, written on old-fashioned paper, 
which does not fiy away like your friend’s. This friend 
of yours set out early this morning, to attend father 
Gaillard’s sermon at St. Roch, and from t hence she is to 
go to madame de Valentine’s to dinner. Adieu, my' 
dearest madam ; continue to lovc*me, and boliove that 
I love you neither more nor less than mysc.lf. The 
marchioness de la Trousse is going to join oui scciety 
again; she has desired madame de Coulanges to intr(»- 
duce her in certain houses ; she intends al.-o to w to 
you. Say, 1 entreat you, a thousand line and g 'od 
things for me to all the inhabitants of j'our chat^ au 
royal. I am very impatient to hear good new s fremt 
the adorable Paulina: w*e hope to have some fiom ' ou, 
independently of what we may receive from oUior 
quarters. We merit this distinction, from the s;:u ♦. r. 
interest we take in all that regards her. 
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FROM MADAME DE COU LANGES TO MADAME DE SEVIGNE. 

Paris, March Q 5, 1 G95. 

Mv secretaries fail me in time of need ; but when it is 
to yoii, my dear friend, I wiite, my fingers are always 
disposed to ibe oflice, ** they move only for ClimenaJ* 
What say you at the duke de Chaulnes being no longer 
governor of Bril any ? Nothing is talked of but this 
great event; moderate persons think tins duke and 
duel jess ought to consider themselves fortunate in 
the change ] ; otheis tliink they must be in despair 
it; fur myself, I say whatever they wdsh, and am 
convinced that we must not judge of our friends’ way 
of thinking by our own : this, however, is a fault which 
‘the world always falls into, and v^hich it is impossi* 
hie to avoid ; it is less trouble to judge by our own 
dispositions than to examine those of others. M. de 
Chaulnes carries it off well; the duchess conceals her- 
self so carefully, that I have not seen her; it is in- 
dt ed easy enough to escape me, for I am naturally 
slow ; and 1 make less speed than ever, in the hope of 
advancing in the road of perfect indifference, which 
you, my dear, will never be able to perceive. Besides, 
»ny health is not at all good; it is of more consequence 
than ever that 1 should go to Bourbon ; tlie will of God 
must be done. When I reflect that ten or twelve years, 
more or less, make the only difterence in this affair, I 
do not think it worth whde to treat it so seriously; 
perhaps, when I find myself nearer death, I shall think 


The government of Britany was given to the late count kle Tou- 
leust, and that oi Guyenne totlje duke de Chaulnes. 
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otherwise ; we must deal plainly with the name, if it be 
only to accustom ourselves to it. 

I expect a compliment from you, which I am sure 
will be a sincere one, on the event of the fire : this 
seemed to be an opportunity for bringing the whole 
world to me ; but the world is frivolous, 1 have care- 
fully avoided it. 

Madame de Villars has made me promise that I 
would say a thousand «hings to you from her; and par- 
ticularly that 1 would inform you that she will not for- 
give M. de Villars for not having spoken of her to nia- 
dame de Grignan; this may lead to a separation, if 
your daughter does not take care to prevent it. Now I 
am finishing my letter, one of m y secretaries is arrived ; 
he will inform you that I have just seen M. de Chaulnes, 
who has related to me all that passed between the king 
and him ; but as he has told me, at the same time, that 
he is going to write to you, I shall not embaik in a 
recital which you will learn niucli bdUr from him- 
self; this appears to me very reasonable. The duchess 
has sent to ask if she might spend the day with me; I 
pity her, because she is grieved: I, who have no taste 
for representation, or rather who have no taste but for 
rest when youth is past, should not complain if I were 
in madame de Chaulnes^s place. M. dc* Mcines is to 
marry mademoiselle de Broue, who is to receive a por- 
tion of a hundred and fifty francs in silver, and tifty 
thousand in clothes and jewels. It is also said, that M. 
de Poissi is to marry mademoiselle de Beaumelct*, who 
will some day have an income of sixty thousand livres 
a year; and of my poor niece not a word, M. de Cou- 
langes arrived yesterday from St, Martin's, and he is 

• M. (Ip Poissi did not marry mademoiselle, and it was not tiU 
that he «sj)oubcd mademobtlle de Varung^-villc, 
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^ ‘ r/ )-clay, 1 know not where. Marshal de Choiseul 
..>LC .,jt on vSunday; he has the command of Britany 
added to the rest : as he has so noble a command, I 
am not sorry that he^is at a distance ; not that I am 
ungrateful, for 1 liave scarcely seen him this year. 
Adieu, my true friend ; let me not be forgotten at 
(rrignan, especially by the adorable Paulina. 


LETTER * MXXXVn. 

TROM M, DE COULANGES TO MADAME DE SEVIGNE. 

Paris, April 15 , 1695 . 

I HAVE not written to you since the strange adven- 
ture of our fire, and it is a long time ago: I ask you a 
bt^^ousand pardons, most excellent lady ; but you must 
excuse a man who is never at home, and whose mind 
Is always on the stretch, as I formerly said to your 
son, w ho was reproaching me for the same thing. As 
soon as I had shared in the disaster of our poor fur- 
niture, I returned to Versailles, and from thence to 
Ponioise, whence 1 returned merely to pass the Easter 
fortnight at Bavillu ; but I have received a hint to hold 
myself in readiness to go to Chaulnes towards the 
21 til or 2.‘Hh of the month, to remain there till Whit- 
suntide. 1 doubt not that some one or other will lay 
liands on me in the interval ; and it is thus my days 
pass insensibly, and that I take advantage of an after- 
crop of youtli, which makes me accommodate myself 
still to the world, and the worltl accoumiotlate itself still 
to me. 1 know not \ihat is become of the gout, I 
have not heard of it since last year; and my strength, 
an«l my lieaith, and my good- humour, are so completely 
rj^turned, that 1 am almost ready to believe tliere must 
boa gross error in the certificate of my baptism, and 
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tii^t the register must have been wrong by at least 
lirenty years ; for certainly, at the age of sixty-onc_ 
110 one is so young as I am. You are young too, my 
dearest; I have never seen a fn*n)er hand than yonrs, 
nor a more exquisite style; your letters give me real 
pleasure ; madame de (’oulangcs carefully })reserves for 
me all those you write to her, and I should never be 
tired of perusing them. 

You have known, and have seen with a U lescopc, all 
that has taken place at the hotel de Chaulncs ; the 
more we look forward, the more fortunale the zealous 
friends and servants of the duke and duc hess think 
them in having got out of the scrape so nobly as they 
have done: in short, they are the greatest lords in 
France,'®fheir affairs are in the best train, ancJ they 
have the pleasure of hearing their praises sung on cb ’ 
aides; for from Britany we hear that they have assisted 
many persons at their own expense, when too severe 
rules have been exacted by tlie States, to keep back 
the little douceurs which maintained many decayed 
gentlemen and poor families, lu short, our duke and 
duchess are excellent people, God bless them; but let 
them beware of going into Guyenne from uneasiness, 
for iFthey go they are lost. No oflence will be given 
if they stay away; but if they once go, they must re- 
main there for ever; and what expenses must they 
incur, and what spirits will they have to govern ! 

There is no great new^s stirring. The archbisliop of 
Rheims thought to have purchased Colbert-house ; and 
M. de Beauvilliers, first tutor of the children, and au- 
thorised by the consent of the archbishop of liouen 
and madame de Seignelai, thought to have sold it ; but 
the latter having changed their mind, I\I. de lieauvilliers 
and M, de Rheims, whose conduct has been irreproa^^*- 
able, have been disappointed. These are the 
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according to the interest that is taken 
' y.eltiier party. 1 was with madame de Nevers the 
whole of vesterdav mornin;:^, and I returned to her 
again in the evening : this is to show you that I have 
not forsaken her ; but, for all this, it is certain that we 
see less of her than of any other person, because the 
life she and her husband lead is still the most retired, 
^ and even the most extraordinary. 

My ludoved governess, adieu. I am going to dine at 
ihc hotel de (Jhauliies, where the noble duchess will ar- 
live after dinner. I am not satisfied with the health of 
madame de Coulangcs: she is now deep in the medi- 
cines of Ikdvelius; God grant that they may be of 
moie service to her than those of Saint Donnat and 
Caretle. I do not like to see her running from quack 
quack ; she appears to me like a person who has lost 
her way, wdio seeks the right road and is unable to find 
it. Keep yourself well, my lovely ; it is certain that 1 
am less uneasy about you at Grignan, than if you were 
here ; because I know that you want for nothing w^here 
you are, and that you have every thing there which 
you like best. I see M. de Sevigne as often as I canj 
he is still my child. 

Tiic incendiary was called Beauvais, a waiting-maid 
whom madame de Coulanges had lately taken in the 
room of the Belle de nuit; this woman displeased her 
from the moment she came into her service; she was 
also hated by the whole house ; but your friend had 
never the courage to get rid of her, because she was 
recommended by a darling penitent of father Gaillard. 
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LETTER *MXXXVIII. 

FROM MADAME DE StlviGNH TO M. DE COULANGES. 

Grignan, A|)nl 26, 1695* 

When you write to me, my good cousin, I am deliglit- 
ed ; your letters are as agreeable as yourself; they 
are read with a feeling of pleasure that difiuses itseif 
over every thing ; we love to hear you, vve approve, 
we admire you, ever3r one according to the degree of 
love he bears you. When 3'ou do not write to me, I 
neither scold nor pout; My cousin, I say, is in some 
enchanted palace; njy cousin is not at home ; my poor 
cousin is no doubt run away with and I wait with^p?^ 
tience the return of your remembrance, without ever 
doubting your friendship ; for how is it possible not to 
love you ? It was the first thing you effected when you 
began to open your ej^es ; and it was I who set the 
fashion of loving you, and thinking 3’ou worth}" of 
being loved : so well-conditioned a Iriendship has no- 
thing to fear from the injustice of time. It appears 
to us as if time, who does so much harm in pass- 
ing over the heads of others, had done no injury to 
you : you know nothing of your register; you are con- 
vinced there is a great error in the dale ul the year; 
the chevalier de Grignan says, that what has been taken 
from yours, has been added to his; ami he is right : it 
is thus his age must be calculated. Ftw \\!io 

have yet no warning of the nunibe;r of m v" 3 ears, J am 
sometimes surprised at my heahh: 1 am cured ol a 
thousand little indispositions 1 formerly laboured ; 

not only do I advance slowly, like a tortoi;>e, biu l am 
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tmuptcd to believe that I move like a crab ; 
">ur, however, not to be the dupe of these de- 
i ranees, and }n a few years I shall advise 
’ ^ the same*. 

re at Chaulnes, my dear cousin ; it is an cn- 
spot, of which M. and madame de Chaulnes 
‘ ^ o possession; you will there find the 

children of the little nightingales whom you have so 
prettily celebrated in your songs ; they ought to re- 
double theirs, when they learn from you the happiness 
they will have in seeing the owners of this beautiful 
place more fre(]uenlly. I Iiave followed every senti- 
ment of these good governois, and I have not found one 
whicli has not been iji its place, and which has not 
taken its rise in good sense and the most perfect gene- 
Tlicy have felt llie lively grief of a whole 
province, wdiicli they have governed and loaded .with 
blessings for twenty-six years: they have obeyed, how- 
ever, most nobly ; th^'v had need of their courage to 
subdue the force of habit, winch had, as it were, united 
^hem to lirilaiiy ; now they have other thoughts: they 
enter into the taste of quietly enjoying their greatness; 
I fijul nolhing that is not praise-worthy in the whole of 
this conduct; I have traced it, and felt it with the inter- 
est and attention of a person who loves and honours 
them from the bottom of her heart. I have informed 
our duchess how M. dc Grignan stands at Marseilles, 
and in this province, without any sort of dissalisfaction; 
on the contrary, it appears by the orders of marshal 
de Tonrville, that he has been considered in every 
thing: the marshal is to ask him for troops when he 
wants them ; and M. de Grignan, as lieutenant of the 
arinvj vvill command the marine forces under the mar- 


Wrliin 8 year she was no more! 
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shaL This is the priiicipal concern in this world : we 
wish to act, cost what it will. I pity my son fdir iiu ‘.ig. 
lost the pleasure of paying hjs respects to onr ancient’ 
governors ; he feels this loss as he ought to feel it. I * 
am uneasy respecting madame de Coulanges, and am 
going to write to her. Receive the friendship of all 
who are here ; and come, that I may kiss both your 
cheeks. 


LETTER *MXXXIX. 

FROM MADAME DE COULANGES TO MADAME DE SLVICnL 

Paris, May 10 , 1695. 

I AM much better; Helvetiusf has given me only an 
extract of wormwood, which seems to have restored 
my ftomach : I assure you, my dear, that 1 am far 
from being indifferent to my health, and that I bear 
my pain with very little patience ; I will not, there* 
fore, take to myself a merit w'hich I do not possess. 
I believe that, if I had thought of spending the in- 
terval between the seasons for taking the waters, at 

He was the grandfather of the celebrated author rle CE'^jnit. Hr 
came from Holland to Paris very young, to practise medicine. Chance, 
and not lus merit, tbon|^ he liad considerable incrit, made his for- 
tune. He attended and citred a drug-merchant, who paid him with a 
packet of the root of Brittil called ipecacuanha. After some experi- 
ments in the hospitals, Helvetius found that it possessed the virtue of 
curii^ the bloody flux, - The public soon learned by his success that 
hii ^pecifle was really sovereign; and, before the end of thirty-two 
dysenteries had brought him in a hundred tJiousand crowns. 
The Iking gave him a thousand louls for his secret. His talents, from 
^at time fully proved, acquired him great fame, which equalled that 
of his son, who was also a skilful physician. Both have enriched their 
profession with valuable works. But the genius of philosophj ; , 
since raised the name to* a higher degree of gloj^'. 
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i should have considered them neceBsary to 
; and 1 think that if I had once got there^ I 
" have preferred tlje wines of Grignan to those of 
jL\. I very much pity the chevalier de Grignan ; 
i 1 am ashamed of complaining of the little pain 1 
81 ifer> when I see him endure such torture with so 
much patience; Poor madame de Carman is very ill; 
we shall see the end of her life, before the end of her 
patience. 

Good heavens : ict me hasten to give you compli- 
ments from M. de Treville ; he scolds me every day 
for having forgotten it ; he sincerely wishes for your 
return. He told us, the day before yesterday, the 
finest things {)ossible on the subject of Quietism, that 
is, by explaining it to us; never was there so en- 
lightened a mind as his. M. Duguet*, who is not 
much of a fool, as you well know, upon such subjects, 
was in raptures at hearing him. Let us talk of other 
things. The princesses are here, and amuse themselves 
so w^ell that we are assured they are not at all impatient 
^to return to court. They go to bed commonly toward 
eleven o^clock in the morning, or at noon. I^ngl^a 
gave a supper yesterday to M. and madame de Chartresj 
the princess, the duchess, who was the queen of the 
feast, madame de Montespan, a great number of other 
ladies, among whom were madam (la mareebale) de 
Vilkroi, and the duchess de the duke, and 

all the princes who are in town. Were also there. But 
there was another entertainment given, two days ago, 
by the duke, in madame de la Sabliere’s cottage: all 
the princes and princesses were present; this hi^ Z‘h 
become a little palace of crystal. Do you not fimj 
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♦ The celebrated abbd Duguet. 
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ttot these are holy places to infidels * ? Madame de 
^ontespan has purchased Petit Bourg for forty^^i^ 
sand crowns; she gives it, ajfter her death, to M. 
d^Autin. M. de Sevigne leaves us the day after tcj. 
morrow ; he assures me that he shall meet you this 
winter at Paris ; this makes the winter appear very long 
to me, notwithstanding the beauty of the season. M. 
do Chaulnes will return the I7th of this month, but 
oor duchess not till after the holidays. M. de Cou- 
langes sends me word that the more spring he has, the 
more he feels the spring : this is a great w'onder ; for, 

’ without offence to him, he has more spring than ma- 
dame de Bregi. I entreat you, my dear, to say a thou- 
sand things from me to madarae de Grignan, and to 
embrace the gentle Paulina very affectionately for me : 
it is said that you will bring lier back married ; I already 
feel that I shall not love her the less. M. de Lux- 
embourg’s funeral oration will be ready for printing 
in two day^ : it is said that a few features have been 
taken away from the portrait of the prince of Orange f. 
Mudame de Grignan will have the pleasure of receiving 
aSeclionate letters from her husband, and of writing 
iome to him : it is right that all her sentiments for him 
should develope themselves. Adieu, my dear. 

* On account of eylsiaie devotion of M. de la Sablihe, to whom 
tills house formerly . 

f The court began' toi^ that the prince of Orange wm not a despi- 
cable enemy, and peace'^ already tliought of, which took place two 
}reWB afterwards. The Jesuit la Rue, author of this funeral oration, had 
orders to softcti the war of words, expecting that something better would 
happen. 
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?fROM MADAME DE SEVIGNE TO M. DE COULAKGEl. 

Grignan, May 28, 1695. 

1 HAVE received your two letters from Chaulnes, my 
dear cousin; we found some verses in them that dtK 
lighted us ; vve have sung them with extreme 
and more than one person will tell you so, for you must 
not be ignorant of the good taste vve preserve here for 
every tiling y ou do. With respect to the gaiety and 
charms of your mind, you certainly advance, and gc 
back with respect to your register: this is all that can 
be wisliod, and is w’n.'t naturally lays the foundsition ol 
%ihe desire every one has lor your society. To vvlionr 
are you not welconn r with whom do you not acpoin- 
modate yourself? and then, which is best of all, you 
conduct in not obtruding yourself, and in allowing roon 
to the wish of seeing you, gives the tru ' r- iisli to jmu 
vanity. Tne proveib must be forcible indeed, if it 
‘true that you are not a prophet in your own couiitr} 

1 often receive news from madame de CoulrnjTes : her 
correspondence is very entertaining, and her hcrith 
ought no longer to create alarm, especiallv I.iiv ing the 
resource which we must have, that whcn.^l e is tited of 
metlicine, and undeceived with reject to jt, the nnist 
salutary remedy will be to take no more. 

^ r>at to return to Chaulnes. I know b. auty, and 
can di- v'' in from hence how dull our gerd .7^1vernor is 
there. Ir is in vain for you to give ll.e b; i reasons in 
the w’oild; he will constantly answer, I do not kn(.\v:” 
anil if you go on, he will silence you by sayinir, ** I 
shall dic.’^ Tiiis is what will happen, no dnubi, till he 
has anjuired a taste for repose, and for the charms of 


i 
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a <juiet life: habits are too strongs and the agitattoii; 
H^ttached to eot^thand and to a high station has 
deep 'an impression, to be easily eiUiccd. I 
this duke upon the deputation of my son, and I jeste^d 
with him, saying things I did not believe respecting biS' 
solitude at Chaulnes; I treated him like a true hermit, 
holding conversations with the beautiful foimlain called 
tie solitary, I supposed his repasts suited to his sltua- 
' tfon, and that dates and wild fruits would compose all 
his banquets; I pitied his house- steward, and in saying 
all these trifles, 1 found that I stood in great need of 
you; and that the braying* I know him to possess, 
would make strange work with my poor letter. You 
came to my assistance, as I supposed you would ; and 
you are now in another country, v^ here you feel all the 
deligHT of paternal love; what say >ou? you could not 
have believed it to be so strong, if you had not expe- 
rienced it : it would have been great pity if all the good 
instructions you have given to little children, had not 
been followed by some child of your imagination. The 
little count de Nieci is a master-piece f, and the singu- 
larity of being invisible makes him superior to the rest. 
You make so good a use of this story, that I scarcely 
dare recall you: you have immortalized it; nothing 
can be prettier tl)au these couplets, we slug iheiu with 
pleasure. We have bad a deligiitful introduction of 
spring; but, for two days past, the rain, which we dp 
not like here, lias been as violent as in Britany ant} 
Paris that we have been accused of having brought 
it into fvsliion; it interrupts our walks, but it does not 
silence our nightingales; in short, niy dear cousin, our 

* M. tie Cliaulnes read as ill as M. dc Coulaiig^s read well, 

'I' I'hc whole of tills pleasantry is explained in soinc .on^s of M. de 
Coulaii^cs to nudamc de Louvois, and turns up'>n a story which had 
c nr.f to them from Provence, ' j 
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the great world ; our society, however, w^ul^f 
not displease you ; and ever a puft* of wind should 
*bJi)W you to this r(yyal chateau — . But this a chi- 
mera, we must hope to see you again elsevvliere in a 
more natural and probable situation ; we have yet a 
summer before us lor wTiting to each other. 

Tile marriage of INI. de Lauzun has surprised us*; 
should never have guessed it on the day 1 wiote to yoit^ 
respecting another marriage'!', when you were at Lyons: 
inadame dc Coulanges remembers it still. Every one 
iune loves you, and thanks you for your remembrance. 

I write to you imprudently, without considering that 
you are no longer at ('’iiaulnes, and tiuit in another 
country all tins will be notliiiig. I must concludo^with 
Kaulina ; she sings your praises in singing your songs; 
she still loves you, and dt'sircs you to give her acknow- 
ledgements to the duchess de Viiltroi ; it is impossible 
to forget a pretty friend. Adieu, cousin; you know 
how mucii I am vours. 


Postscript of HTada?ne dc Grignan, 

All your children are charming; those \^e see, bear 
away the palm from tho'?c we do not see ; and however 
perfect the count de Nicei may be, from whom you 
seem to take your Benjamin, we cannot believe that he 
surpasses the pretty children you send us, and which 
we sing with so much pleasure, I cannot believe that 
A all your works any thing can equal the idea of cou- 


♦ To m.ulemoisfUf lu* 1 ^ 'I'li r. tnerria^c w>is an arranornaent 

iu.itle by ambit i(u\. \\ all Idigo ibiuuic and bi^di rauL, [.Kiiijiuu’s ma- 

)i;a u:u lo Itecomc a fji'ou.iio once more. lie could not succeed, 

J'Imt is, when tlie iimniagc of M. de ]^u7.un to Modeniuiseilc iraa 
poktn of. 

I 
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vertfftg to use "'Do you gee him?"' " no;*" 
do I." As die original of this story is c; 

owe me a tribute for every tbii'g you ihh 

model, of which the copies very mud ^ » 

s^e with pleasure in your letters to my mother, tuc ie 
m^brance you retain of our Rock; the epithets with 
whicli you honour itf, aic eternal monuments of glory 
to the Adhemars; if their chateau merits in your opi- 
H^ion to rank with all the superb, magnificent, and sin- 
gular ones you have seen, no panegyric can be so great 
as this. It is more beautiful than you have ever beheld 
it; and if wc liad the liope of seeing you in it again, 
w e should wish for nothing more. 


LETTER *.MXLI. 

rROM MADAME DE COULANGES lO MADAME DE SEVIGNE. 

Paris, June 3 , I693, 

How are you, my dear? I have not heard from you 
since the letter you caused to be written to me by your 
handsome secretary. I fear you have injured your 
charming health by medicine. I saw M. de C’liaulncs 
yesterday, who is a perfect ctiurtiei : he has been ten 
days at Marly, where he spent his time playing at chess 
with cardinal d^Estrees, and when he w’^as told that it 
was news here, he replied that he was surprised at it, 
be cause he had long sought to give himself check-mate. 
Another piece of news is, that madamede Louvois In s 
given up Meudon to the king, who has taken it for 
Monseigneur, giving madame de Louvois four hundred 
thousand francs and the charming house of Choisy, 
which was what she most wished for; 1 fear she can 


f Tlic royal chateau. 
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have no/5f»ore desires to gratify. She U very nMiqh 
di^ratUdcd with M. de Coulanges, who, on arriving from 
Chaulnes, set out the n^xt day for Pontoise. For my- 
self, I have no taste but for rest. 1 have been desired 
to go to cardinal de Bouillon^s this week; this seemed 
to me exactly like asking me to walk to Rome ; 1 find 
1 must have cogent reasons to be induced to quit my 
bed; be assured it is ill health which makes me thinj^ 
thus: I am, however, much better than 1 was. 1 am 
not satisfied with that of madame de Chaulnes ; she has 
a WTetched cold, whicli I do not at all like. I believe 
the sale of Menilinontant is broken olh so much so that, 
from all appearances, the first president will not now 
part with it. Adieu, my dear: let me not be Ibr^jottfii 
at Grignan, I entreat you, and tell the beautiful Paulina 
*to i*fiink sometimes how much 1 love her. 

LETTER *MXLII. 

rnOM MADAME DE SEVIGNE TO THE PRESIDENT DE 
• MOULCEAU. 


Gri^uan, June 5, t695. 

1 INTEND, sir, to bring an action against you: and thus 
1 set about It. I wish you to judge it yourself. I have 
been here for move than a year with my daughter, for 
whom 1 liave as much love as ever, ^ince that time 
you have no doubt heanl of the marriage of itie martjuis 
yde Grignan to mademoiselle de Saint- Amarul. Ic ou 
^ha\e seen her olten enough at Montpellier to be ac- 
qu iitiied With her peison; you liaNc also heard mention 
of me vast wealili of her f.iiher. You are not ignorant 
tliat this marriage was solemnised with great pomp in 
yys chateau winch you know. I suppose you cannot 
have forgotten the time when the true esteem we have 
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al^aysp^^v^d for you began. On mea^ 

Vure your sentiments by my own, and I 
»t Jiaring .forgotten you, you Qannot have foi gotten us. 

1 even include M. de Grignan, whose date is sti-ll 
more antient than ours. I collect all these things, and 
I find myself injured on every side ; I complain of it 
here, 1 complain of it to our friends, I complain of it 
to our dear Corbinelli, the jealous confidant and witness 
of all the esteem and friendship we bear you ; and at 
length, sir, I complain of it to yourself. Whence pro- 
ceeds this silence? is it from forgetfubiess ? from per- 
fect indifference ? I know not which to say : what would 
ym have me think ? What does your conduct resemble ? 
Give a name to it, sir; the cause is now ready for your 
lentence. Pass it: I consent that you should be both 
party and judge. 


LETTER *MXLII1. 

r&OM BE COULANGES TO MESDAMES DE SETIOKE AND 
D£ GRIGNAN. 


, - Paris, June 10, 1605. 

Your last delightful letter fell into the midst of »Saint 
Martin’s ; and as it was not closed against my charming 
cardinal, who has taken the place of, and gone beyond, 
the charming marquis, it furnished ample materials for 
talking of the mother and dauglrter, and for discoursing 
again of the royal chateau, and of the good and magni- 
ficent reception you there gave this cardinal on his re- 
turn from Rome. In speaking of you, madam, how often 
did we wish you at Saint Martin’s! We even placed 
you in a superb caliche, that we might show yon the 
walks and all the beauties of the country with great. 
convenience; but alas! it was in vain wc asked, doyov 
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set the^4 nOy was the reply# and we added motifriYully, 
no mort do we. We gave you also a very good siippeV; 
and it was at supper, fn the enthusiasih of teal, beeT, 
and mutton, which were in the highest degree of excel- 
lence, tliat I wrote this triolet, which I thought obtained 
your approbatio)!. 

Quel veau I qurl boeuf ! ct quel moutou ! 

La hunne et tcmlre c<')nnairnie ! i 

(JiantOMs a janiais sur ce nooi 

Quel veuu ! quel ba‘uf! el quel moutou! 

Roll, ex.qais et blond, 

Mais mon appetit vous oublie j 

Quel vejiu ! quel ba’uf! et quel mouton! 

La bonne el tendre compagnie!* 

j\o, ladies, there is no life like that we lead at Saint 
j\I^rlitr£>; and we must really and truly see you there 
some day ; I shall return there to-morrow to receive 
our duke and duchess de Chaulnes on Sunday, w ho are 
to bring madanie de Couianges and the abbe Tetu 
with them. The cardinal has long desired madame de 
Couianges to come, and 1 have also long wished her 
to see Saint Martin’s, and to see me at Saint Mar- 
lin’s; for she will ilure find my^ elbows at liberty, as 
they say, and so perfectly at liberty, that she will 
have an idea of how much 1 am beloved in this 
house, and, if I may say so, held in estimation from 
the turnspit to the master, I cannot, indeed, sulTiciently 
praise the cardinal; there is no friendly attention be 

♦ Wluii btrf! what mutton! and what veal! 

0 rare and noble company! 

I^idly our paiscs let us deal ; 

VVlttit beef 1 what mutton! and wliut >eai ! 

Roabt me.il I so exquisite a meal 

1 ne'er did eat in Britany ; 

What beef! what mutton ! and what veal I 

O rare and noble company! 
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confidence feel 

\ > h^ whole family is become 

tUSlte jA<|i|(erifnip9tely on all occasions, and } mui on the 
eye of^oing to Evreux with the same freedom, and the 
s^me pleasure, that I go to Pontoise: in short, I may 
say there never was a happier life than mine: God 
g^ant that the life to come may be equally so ! I must 
IjjCro finish the avowal 1 have made to you of my ex* 
tfeipe felicity. 

While I w^ at St. Martin’s, the exchange took place 
of Meudon for Choisy and four hundred thousand francs ; 
this obliged me to return here, to prove to madame de 
Louvois the lively interest I tt*kc in all that concerns 
her. I found her very much pleased, and highly satis- 
lied with the beautiful present she has made the king- 
1 went with her the day before yesterday to Versailles; 
the king received her at madame de Maintenon’s. His 
majesty loaded her with civilities, and she had the cou- 
rage to answer him, by saying, that she was delighted 
at having had any thing in her possession by which 
she could testify her respect and gratitude to him ; that 
she had always considered Meudon as a house which 
was. destined to him, and that it was in this view alone 
she had taken so much pains to keep it in good repair, 
and to restore it so to him whenever he pleased to have 
it; that she knew the intentions of the late M. de Lou- 
vois, whose design, if God had spared his life for him 
to have explained himself, was to have made a present 
of it to his majesty. The king said wonders; she after- 
wards saw Mnnseigneur, who thanked her for her noble 
present; in short, the wdiole scene passed ofi* admirably, 
and w^e are now occupied in removing our furniture 
from Meudon to Choisy, and in securing to ourselves 
our four hundred thousand francs, of which some sraaH 
portion ought to come to the little count de Nicei; but. 
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with all n^ilanie de Louvots's affection for me^ tbe bcso*. 
tiful her casket will always iw 

a manner^ that she will never see, no tikbr^^sliall 
little presents she might' make me. I have alViys saiif;' 
1 am born for superfluity and not for necessity : I must 
content myself and die happy in the midst of ifidigence. 

I was delighted, ray adorable countess, with the sa» 
cred characters with which 'you have honoured me. I' 
thank you for receiving so well, as you assure me yott 
do, all I say to your mother respecting yourself 
your royal chateau, and I entreat you to persevere; 
for I certainly merit some acknowledgement for all ih« 
tender and respectful sentiments I feel for you, and all 
that surrounds you ; would to God that a puff of wind 
wmuld blow me once ntore towards Donzere ! 1 well 
^ know* where 1 should go; I doubt not that this royal 
chateau is improving daily in beauty, and that my taste 
will, ui every respect, be more satisfied than ever: hut 
k is much more probable that a putVof wind will blow 
you to these shores, and in this case, I will show you, 
whenever you please, my houses at Chauhies, Saint 
• Martin's, and Choisy, which you will not dislike. I 
am going again to Saint Martin's for a week, after’ 
which 1 shall return to Chotsy, to arrange, and plan, and 
replan, from morning till night; it is only on this con- 
dition that madame <le Louvois will suffer me to go: 
of the four days that 1 have been here, I have slept two 
nights at her house; in short, the hou^^e where 1 am 
the least, is madame de Coftlanges's, who has her merit 

t 'po. I am delighted that you apfuove my v*'r>es : 1 
nd you some more. 1 am going to dine at the ho'el 
de Chaulnes; its owners returntd last evening from 
Versailles. The duke still flatters himself that he sliall 
have Menilmontant, and the duchess still opposes it ; 
^ur friend is not always very reasonable, but 1 sing 

L 5 
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wttif the freedbm 

;:f||t>1l|Mfte'»ofi herr'gtintirces. I am goin^ the 

^^Mittiitss^^iyiCMds^ and to drink your health$"W 
^otlier.Hidaugllter, and grandad aughter. M. *e Ven- 
dh&me'ia' going to command in Catalonia^ and M. de 
Nt)atilc8 is coming hack ta tiave hia portrait finished by 
Rfgaud. Tbe duehessi de Villeroi seniU a ihoitsand re- 
memiMrawccs to the Jovely Paulina, upon a new score. 
¥oa cannot knagine how much a pregnancy of four 
IttOniha and a half beconu>s this duchess. 

Adien^ my charming governess; read my letter with 
its points and cotnmas, as a reward for the good 
mpbasis I give to yours. 

LElTER »MXL1V. 

FUOM MADAME DE SEVICNE TO M. DE COULANGES. 

Grigwan, June 19, 1695. 

I HATO been very much grieved at madame de Cou- 
langes’s colic ; I advise her to apply to Carette, or 
to go. cta^Viclii ; we must not let such dangerous and 
painful disorders take possession of our poor frames. 
)f we may pass from so melancholy a subject to a trifle 
which you sent Paulina, 1 must tell you, that we have 
felt all the point of it; it appeared to us as if madame 
Cornuel was raised from the dead* or that she had serrt it 
from the otlier worlds For my own part, I would con* 
gratuiate M. de Poissi very sincerely upon the subject 
if I had only had the honour of seeing him twice in 
life; but lie may be assured of our secret admiration* 
Ah, masts) I know you, on seeing certain persojus enter 
who were announced by great titles. Why did not this 
natural and simple idea occur a thousand tuaaes to me^ 
who mortally hate great tatloa upon little subjects ? ^ 3 . 
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of those wbo #i8h' to 

they »rr,ilc| Tefuse therir, if tbey*had the wit ’to^itrflfeKC 
on what the explanation of these fine names costs thenrj 
and bow terribly it ouU^ages their poor humble mme^ 
which would not be thought of, if they did not wish to 
assume the feathers of the peacock, which so ill become 
them. 1 hope this saying will in future prevent this sort 
of usurpation, and that it may correct it, as Moliere has 
corrected so many follies; God grant it, and that every 
one may tremble lest he should be addressed witll^ 
Mask, I know you! You cannot doubt, my dear cousin, 
that we have received with your letter all the prepos** 
session which it has appeared to ns you have for tbis 
saying, whicli 1 entrv at you to place at the head of M. 
du Bellai’s colIetStion. 1 would tell you one of this 
country, but it would be lost upon you ; I keep it till 
we have forgotten the one in question; that is to say, 
never. 

• Yes, child, I am in this chamber, in this beautiful 
cabinet, where you have seen me, surrounded wdth sucb 
beautlfu^ prospects. :VL de Grignari is gone to take -a* 
trip towards the coast; Ins absence will be felt by uiV: 
we expect M. de Carcassonne here, in two or tbreedayi^ 
If you w ere to write a few lines to the archbishop of 
Arles on his resurrection, in the style of an halldujak, 
it seems to me as if you would please him liighly ; ho 
is very much alive to the joy of being return<‘d from ^ 
great a distance, never having been at such a feast. 
You are greatly beloved by all the inhabitants of this 
jbUteau : you know how we live here ; what good 
cheer, what society, what liberty w<^ <?njoy ; the days 
pass too quickly ; and this it is that destroys me on 
every side. If you go to Vichi, you cannot dispettS^ 
with coming to c^rignan. lam templed to request you 
VO give a thousand respectful compliments to madwrte 





deYilliifr^: yo» are intimate in, beingi^5^f^;^^v4h this 
. amiai^e lady. Paulina thinks you are al^o ;Vi, v uiuch 
$0# in seeing her daughter-in-law (the ‘till; 

she has received her letter wnh grea> .c, and 

conjures you to continue her in the fi*en(l8hip of this 
duchess, of yourself, and of niadarne de Coulanges. 

LETTER * MXLV. 

FROM MADAME DE COCLANGES TO M\DAME DE SEVIGNE. 

Paris, June 20, ICj05, 

You are no\%^ enjoying }.he beauties of the country, my 
dear; spring appears in all its glory. I am going to 
he guilty of great excess, for I calculate upon setting 
out on Sunday lor 8t. Martin's, with M. and iniulame 
de Chaulnes, and to sp.nd tliree days iht re ; the plea- 
sure 1 expect will be interrupted by ill health: I ani 
arrived to such a degree of <ielicacy, that the sight of 
a good dinner makes me sick; I am therefore intimi- 
dated, and in this state the most trifling things appear 
considerable to me. Madame de Louvois v\ent yester- 
day to return thanks to the king: he gave her a private 
audience at madame de Mainlenon's; she feels more 
than ever the happiness of liaving got rid of Meudon. 
The king is gone to Trianon, where he will remain till 
the journey to Fontainbleau. I believe I sent you 
word, that M. de Montchevreuil is about to marry his 
son to the cousin* german of madame de Lorges, a l^le 
person whom you have often seen with her : she 
have three hundred and eighty thousand livres. It wab 
you who informed me, that M. de Vendome is to com- 
mand in Catalonia, and that M. de Noaillcs is returning 
home ilk M. de Coulanges has more aflairs upon his 
hands than ever, and all of equal importance ; but they 
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ate they make him happy ; thttl^U^f'the 

most r I thought^the couplets bf h^rft de 

Nice! ^ it is an amiable child i wo one/thete- 

fore, leaves more agreeable ideas than he does in his 
absence; tfiis little count will attain to inimortality. 
Like you, my friend, I have niarkfd the time of our 
poor madame dc la Fayette’s death. Madame de Caylus 
amuses herself wonderfully at her own house ; tfie court 

* does not appear to her a place of pleasure : she does 
not quit madame de Leuville an instant, who gives, the 
prettiest suppers possible eveiy evening. 1 do not think 
the pnrcliase of Menilmontant hopeless; and, no of- 
fence to madame de ('haulnes, it would be the best ac- 
quisition AI. de Chaulni s could make. Madame d’Hu- 
miere^ (la mareehah^) has retired to the Carmelites ; she 
has let the house of the late mademoiselle de la Porte ; 

• 

’fhe entirely governs the faubourg St. Jaques ; and, what 

still more wonderful, father de la Tour f governs her. 
You knv^vv that M. de Lauznn has marshal d^Iiumi^res^s 
apartment at Versailles; he has bespoken for bis wife 
a diamond necklace, that will cost two hundred tfiou- 
and francs. Adieu, my dear friend ; 1 wish for your 
return much more than I expect it; I beg you to say 
innumerable things for me to madame de Grignan:* tell 
the amiable Paulina, not to reduce me to the extremity 
of loving orie who is ungrateful. Madame de Monies 
make s her appearance in a coach worth a hundred thou- 
sand louis. Read the genealogy of F** in the Mer^ 
ure (hiUint, and you will see that it is the only noble 
•tand illustrious house in the world, and tliat the late 
grand-master J deceived himself when he supposed he 
derived any portion of his splendour from another 
quarter, 

f No doubt, Iicc.iuse this father was a Jesuit^ whereas the faubOurg 
WAS o(Tup’u*d hy Jiiusonists. 

t The duke du Lv.de, 
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LETTER ♦MXLVr. 

niOM M. DE COULANGES TO MESDAMES »E S^TlGNE AN» 
D£ GRIGNAN. 


Paris, June 22, 1693. 

I AEEiVED from Saint Martin’s the day before y ester- 
the whole of yesterday 1 passed at Choisy ; I atn 
iimg to sleep at Versailles, to be ready to set off to- 
idorrow morning to Evreux with all the Bouillons in 
the world ; who begin to love me after^the example of 
the cardinal, and wish to have me in their turn. And 
now say, ladies, if you can, that your little cousin is 
not a man of consequence ! You have further to learn, 
that I cannot go to one place witliout, Mercy on me 1” 
being cried in another; for madauie de Louvois was 
yesterday in so UTrible a rage at my leaving her again 
for six or seven days, and iseproached me so allection- 
ate]y> that I was o« the point of sacrificing to heir my 
jon^ney to Evreux ; but 1 showed her such civil, af- 
fecting, and threatening letters from M. and inademoi- 
ioUe de Bouillon, that at length she yielded, on con- 
that, on my return, I would not leave her a 
moment, to knock atid knock at Choisy from morning 
dll night. I must, notwithstanding, give a little por- 
iioui of my time to Saint Martin’s ; for madame de 
Dhaulnes, who is deteruiioed to kill herself at any rate, 
^y the many torments she heaps upon bersclf without 
i’hyme or reason, was not able to go there lust week, as^ 
^he had fixed with madame de Coulanges, to whom the 
cardinal wishes to show how much 1 am master of this 
lelightful place, and how little, when I am there, he 
s thought of. This journey is only deferred, and my 
fanity will take care to renew the subject as soon as 
he health of the duchess will permit.' This is a great 
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thorn or^t cf m^'^e ; for the fiffair of Menton tant 
has fr/iled i# time : yolT way suppose that the 

difl[icultyjr<-^b*^with the first presnieivt, vfboiie character 
it is to start obji*ctioni to every thing As I have aol 
seen M. de Cliaulnes since I have been here, from hts 
extreme love of Versaillt-s, 1 am not ac quainted with 
the particulars of the rupture of this bargain ; hut I 
shall know them soon; for the king is going to Marly 
for a week, when tin* duke will dine at Paris, and 
tend to dine with him to bid him adieu, and to see hwir 
the noble duc hess is ; who has selected for a nurse, in 
preference to every other person, madame de Saint 
Germain, with a cli'^tafl’ at her side and the spindle in 
her hand. I hav.- ju<t vpent the pleasantest time in the 
cvorld at Saint Martin’s; M. de Chatlines came there to 
see us with niadaine de Guenegaud. You ask, ladies, 
for all the r(dii(‘.s whicn, Do you ste him 
** No mort do have [produced. J send you ail the 
new ones, and the last I shall write; that this plea- 
‘^antry, which would become bad in the end, may not 
be pushed too fir. Cardinal de Bouillon, to soften the 
destiny of his nieces, wdio are in convents (at least the 
two youngest, for the eldest is at court), has taken them 
to Saint Martini, and takes charge much more willingly 
of mademoiselle d’A Ihret than of mademoiselle de Cha- 
teau d’hierry, so that we call the little d^Mhret madame 
dc Saint Martin^ and it is she who does the honours; 
hut at tills very time she prefers> to the Port Royal of 
Paris, a convent at Pontoise, where she remains during 
•^vhe short stay her uncle is obliged to make at Versailles 
and at Marly ; and she is accordingly at Pontoise now, 
the cardinal being at Versailles to-day, to accompany 
Ills majesty to Marly. But let us return to our fol4: 
M, de Ch^Milnes waft making himsolf familiar witii iittle 
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d^Albret ; bo thought her hand8ome>:^^"and CQ>ald not 
orea forbear telling her so; and I advised him to pro- 
poie to her to be his daughter-in-la'V*: "Would to 
God said the cardinal. " Would to God !” said M. 
de Chauines. But alas ! do you see this husband, this 
duke de Pecquii^ny, this only son ? No. No more do 
I; and we laughed heartily. M de Chaulnes went to 
Paris; and I wrote the following lines, which 1 sent 
to him the next day ; they are also to the tune of 
Joconde: 


La belle d’Albret pour cerlain 
Dans deux jours »e marie. 

Tout se pr^jmre a Saint Martin 
Pour Id c^r^inonie. 

Elle Spouse un jv)li garden 
Fait comme une pciiiture; 

Lc voyez-vous ? vous dites, non : 
Ni moi, je vous le jure. 

II cst fils d’un fort grand seig?icur, 
Homme de cons^uence; 

Trois fois ^ Rome amh.vssadcur, 

Et due et j>air de Fiance. 

Son.^p<’use dans Trianon 
Fcra bonne figure; 

Le voyez-vous ? vous dites, non * 
Ni moi, Je vous le jure. 

Le petit comte de Nic^ 

Qui, bien loin d’etre b^te. 

Pour son age est f>rt avauc^. 

Doit venir & la f^e. 

II y brilleia, ce dit-on, 

D ’une riche parure; 

Le voye/.-vous ? vous dites, non : 
Ni iDoi, je vous le jure. 


* The jest consists in M. de Chauliies’s having no children. 
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Madame de sevicnL 

On dit d^^ qnc <knt un 
La nouvelle duc!ies'?e 
I'ourra nous donner nn enfant 
Digne dc sa noblesse. 

Qu’il sera job, ce poiipon I 
L’aimable cr^iturel 
verrez-vous ? je crols que non * 

Ni nioi, jc vous Ic jure. 

Que Cliaulnes sera satisfait 
De vc/ir sa belle fille 
D’lm rejetton aussi parLit 
Augmenler sa I'aniiiie ! — 

Mais tout ceei nVst que chanson, 

Et que pure cbiml're ; 

Nous lie voyons r’eii tout de bon, 

Et je iiiVn desesj ^rc*♦ 

• Well ! what say you to this ? the jest is now ended ; 
repeat it to you. 


* The lovely d*Albrct in two days 
Will tie the nuptial band, 

And at Saint Martin’s for the feast 
What gaieties are plann’d ! 

A charming youth the bridegroom is. 
Form’d by a model rare. 

** Pray do you see him ?” fay yon. 

“ No more do 1, 1 swear.** 

The only son of a great lord, 

A man of consequence ; 

Tim e times ambassador to Rome, 

And duke and peer of France. 

In Tiianon, his blooming bride 
Will make a figure tbcie. 

*♦ Pray do >ou see him?” '* No,” say you, 
“ No more dvi 1, 1 swear*.” 

Tlic liaU ciunii de Nicei t(K>, 

Of no ignoble race. 

And for his age a forward youth. 

The nupiial feast will grAOCj 
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I found madame d?Coulangus here, in a very charm- 
ing state of health ; she is even grown fat, which is a 
very good sign. I shall nottelTyou much public nows, 
for I know none. Madame de Crequi (la marechalt) 
has been near death ; but she is out of danger. Adieu, 
ladies; adorable mother and daughter, adieu; adieu, 
beautiful Paulina. I am delighted, as you may sup- 
pose, that M. de Grignan has been treated with all the 
*^f^htinctions he merits : but is it true, that the enemy^s 
fleet was before Marseilles, with an intention to bom- 
4 bard it? What an eternal and unfortunate war ! There 
is no end to the songs and epigrams of the satirical 
poets; but 1 have nothing to do with these: 1 flatter 
myself at least that you will receive something by a by- 
way. Once more adieu. This is the second letter I 
have written to you, since I received yours. 


PressM in a splendid suit, Ms said. 

And rich !)eyond compare. 

** Pray do you see him ?*’ “ No,’' say you. 
“No more do 1, 1 swear." 

^Tis said too, tliat within a year, 

He may this duchess thank 
For bringing forth a beauteous babe, 
Worthy his lioble rank. 

O what ^ charming child 'twill be ! 

How sprightly, gay, and &ir ! 

Pray shall you see him ?" “ I fear, iv'* ' 
No more aliall I, 1 swear." 

How pleas'd the duke de Chaulnes will be. 
To see his dear son's wife 
Enrich his house with such a branch ! 

'Twill give him longer life. 

But this, alas \ is all a song, 

An idle whim, I swear j 
For, in good earnest, nought we iree^ 

And I am in despair. 




MADAME DE SEVlGNli. 
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fROM MADAME DE COU LANGES TO MADAME DE SEVJGNE. 

Paris, June Q4, 1695* 

"M \DAME de Louvois did not wait for the approbation of 
tile world in wishing for Choisy : it is the only house 
she has ever desired : the king and she have maditr li 
very good bargain: thc}^ appear also to be highly" 
satisfied : every thing has passed on both sides with 
civilities w^hich w^e sometimes see take place between 
private individuals, but which are rarely experienced 
with a sovereign. The king is at Marly for nine days ; 
the duchess du i,ude is of the party ; and to com- 
plete her happiness, she is to take to Pontoise, and 
bring back from thence, madame de Maintenon, w ho is 
going there to see a nun of St. Cyr, The king gave an 
• entertainment last Monday, at Trianon, to the king 
and queen of England ; there was an opera, at which 
the king was present; madame de Maintenon did not 
make her afipearance there. The favour which M. de 
la Rochefoucault enjoys, is much talked ofw;^t is af- 
firmed that he lias gained a complete ascendancy over 
Monseigneur’s mind, and that lie makes ail the use of 
his power which the king could desire. Ilis majesty, 
a few (lays ago, took madame de Maintemm, follow’ed 
by her wonien, to sup at a country-house of this new 
^favourite, which is called la Sclle (the stool) ; and I 
ex[)lain it to you thus, that you may not tiiink he toos 
them to He (the king) is going some day to 

PEtang, to the house of M. de Barbesieu\, that he may 
appear to divide his favours. Another great article of 
news is, that the princesses brought the countess de la 
^Chaise, the marchionesses de la Chaise and de la Lu- 
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;erne, to dine and sJj. with his majesty ; I suppose 
this distinction h^s very much affected then), for till 
then they had received no other distinction than the 
salute, M. de Coulanges arrived tl»e day before yes- 
terday from Saint MartiiVs : he wont immediately to 
Choisy, the next day to Versailles, and sets out again 
to-day for Evreux with M. de Bouillon ; I have pro- 
posed to him not to lose so much time by the way, and 
to place himself at once in a swing, which would throw 
him first to one side and then to the other, without his 
setting foot to tlie ground. 

I expect the company of a person to-day who would 
not displease you, my dear: it is INI. de Treville, who 
is coming to read to two or three persons a work he 
l^as composed ; it is a summary of the fathers, wdiich is 
said to be tlie finest thing that has ever [)ecn WTitteii, 
This work wdll never see the light, and w'ill only be 
r^ad to those who will be at my house to-day, I am 
only one that is unworthy to hear it ; but this is a 
secjpet which 1 confide to you alone. 


— ■ N*abuscz pas, pririce, de mon secret; 

Au niilieii de mon lettre il ii/dcliappc il j egret*: 


but it has escaped me. M. de Bagnols is gone to join 
the army ; and my sister, I believe, will soon return ; 
she has not, howt^ver, spoken to me y<t of the day of 
her departure. Is it very warm at Grigiiun, my dear? 

I remember having been there in such weather ass 
this. The affair of Menilmontant appears quite at an 
end ; I have taken it into iny head, however, that it 
will be brought about at last. My dear friend, adieu. 

• Do not abuse my confidence, prince : my secret Las escaped ni« in 
my letter with regret. 
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JLKi iHR *MXLVUL 

FROM MADAME DE SLVIGNE TO THE PRESIDENT DE 
MOULCEAU. 


Grignan, June 29, 1695, 

It is gaining your cause well, sir, to lose it as you do. 
In spite of the intention, which I see you have, to 
break off all intercourse with the world, I cannot help 
telling you that your stylo, which we have recognised 
as possessing its usual charms, has given us a degree of 
pleasure which we have not experienced since your 
silence. My daughter and I have read your letter over 
many limes: it is a delightful one; though you, per- 
l\aps, did not feel it*^ value. How happy you arc, sir, 
in preserving this alliance of wit wdth the seriousness 
and solidity of devotion ! it enables you to make well 
placed reflections on tlie two tropics which you have 
lately seen so near you; and 1 know not how our 
friend Corliinelh has been able to withstand your letters. 
It is pity tliat a moral intercourse, like that whiefh was 
established lietuccn you, should have been lost; the 
loss would not have liappened with us; and as the 
appetite increases W'iih eating, we have so great a desire 
to have once more tlie honour and pleasure of seeing 
you here, that my daughter cannot understand w^hy, 
having (n alth, the thought has not occurred to you to 
come and see us, and vvhy^ you may not even come 
this autumn. In vain 1 represent to her that we shall 
not be iliere, and that without me you would fall again 
into your lethargy ; it matters not, she insists on my 
hazarding the proposal. Indeed if you could judge of 
the pleasure we should derive from a visit, by the plea- 
sure your letter has given us, I in conscience believe 
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you would not be ab^e to resist tis.r* I ahi going to 
speak of you, sir, to friend, '*He will reply to me ; 
I sball be obligiWl to acquaint you with his answer ; 
perhaps he will still find some other opportunity to sviy 
a word to you : in short, I will forget no reason nor 
pretext to make you say a few words more ; and to 
tell you, sir, that your understanding and your wit 
have made in no brains such deep impressions as they 
bave done in those of your humble servants. 

LETTER *MXL1X. 

raOM MADAME DE COULANGES TO MADAME DE SEVIGNK. 

Paris, July 8, 1696. 

I CAN answer for M. de Treville, that he would have 
l>een delighted if you had added to the noble com'^ 
pany that heard him ; and I am certain, my dear 
friend, that you would have been satisfied with your 
lay ; but you look down upon us from your chateau 
it Grignan, and I waste my time in washing for you, 
without being able to help it. We are on the alert 
lere/on the great event of the siege of Namur ; for it is 
i very serious, arrd, apparently, w ill be a bloody siege : 
ron kjiow that marshal de Boufflers has thrown him- 
elf into it, with six regiments of foot, dragoons, and the 
ing^s regiment of horse : so poor Sanzei is a great man 
t Namur. Marslial de Boufllers has the double tertian 
3ver> but he will have other things to do than to attend 
> it^ Marshal de Lorges is out of danger. Every 
ling here resounds with the praises of marshal de 
illeroi : it is only a few days ago that the king spoke 
r him in terms of approbation ; and all the warriors, 
lat compose his army, write only to sing his praises, 
believe, in the end, that the duke de Chaulnes. is 
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s / purcbasjs*f uVeaMUX,. a bouVe near tbe brklge of 
situated on .l^e banks the river: there is 
room I'or wouderfal improvements, ae(} he will make 
them ; for be hai» extrem*i desire for a country-house* 
king is going to Marly for a fortnight; if the 
duchess du jUu.de is of the party, it will be for the 
third time follpiving : these distinctions are very charm- 
ing when we are in that country ; happy is he who oan 
see it all in the point of view in which it should be re- 
garded ! I have not seen father Quesnel^s* letter ; it is 
said he disowns it, and he cannot do better. You know, 
my dear, that M. de la Trappe (the abhe de Ranee) 
has given up his abbey, witli the king^s permission, to 
don Zozime, the superior of his house ; and that he 
means to become a simple monk ; this is worthy of 
him, and crowns completely a noble life. Father dela 
Rue’s funeral oration is now' thought no more of than 
the queen-mot lier’s. We have forgotten that a INI. de 
Luxembourg ever existed : foolisli is he who calculates 
on the fame which follows death ; this, in truth, ought 
not to occupy us in this life ; but men will always have 
their errors, and cherish them. 

M. de Coulaiiges arrived in the evening of the day 
before yesterday, more delighted with M. de £ouillon> 
mademoiselle de Rouillon, and de Navarre, than with 
all bis old friends: he set out yesterday for Choisy, 
where he will remain till our journey to !:?aint Martinis 
be accomplished : in this sort of parties I only feel my- 
self equal to the strength of the plan ; the execution 
^cry much above me. My sister mounts the hippo- 
grifi’ on Sunday, and arrives on Monday at Paris, M* 

* TLr celebrated ArnauM died in Flanders, in 1694. He had re- 
^.eived the sacraments from the hands of father Qucsncl. The letter in 
question apparently related to thii event. 





^ 9^1 lose ^ig^t of Ei^rdh^ide Villerou 

im trellk>le for his lijfe. M. de Rhe^ims 
has ptuchused 3^pl^l's ^ bouse, at 221,000 livrea. Adieu, 
my amiable ; forget not to love me, I conjure you, and 
let me be remembered in the place you inhabit; seid 
me word if the charming Paulina was satisfied with the 
mysterious portrait you gave her, Madame de Caylus 
came to see me yesterday, as handsome as an angel ; 
she asked a favour, to come and see the ar- 

rangements of her house. 1 shaH suffer more in p?^ying 
this visit than w ill appear : what 1 feel on the subject 
can only be confided, my dear friend, to you. 


BETTER *ML. 

FROM MADAME DE COULANGES TO MADAME DE SEVICN 

Paris, July 29, 1695* 

* ’ 

Neither M. Arnauld, nor father Uuesnel, my dear 
friend, is any longer spoken of : every thought is di- 
rected towards Namur. Those who have lately fallen, 
have thrown us into a consternation which Ien.ves us no 
feeling of joy. Madame de Morstcin is inconsolable. 
The chancellor’s excellent lady § bitterly laments her 
grandson de Vieuxbourg ; and madame de Maulevrier 
sends *from her presence all who would speak comfort 
to her, even father Bourdaloue. No ti<)ings are known 
of count d’Aibrct, except that he has been trepanned ; 

•t: Intcndaut of th<j army of Flanders. 

X I think it ought to be Htrxart; he who liad hcen coniptif I'.rr- 
gener.'il under cardintl Mazarin, and who Is called Hervul in st\cinl 
memoirs of the times. This house had been the L6iel d’Epevnon. 

$ Anne Frances de Loin^nie, wife of Ijouis Pourherut, chancellor <>1 
Fiance. 
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^ftce the^ tiota jrat^ bearfl 

liim. M. mi madame it Chaalites iMQn 

easy about him. You know tl»$ th^ prince de Coskti 
has the small-pox : it has come out very heavily, and 
Wbgins to suppurate without any ill consequences ; so 
that we hope be will do well. Detachments are made 
on all sides to send to the aid of Namur : Sanzei is on 
the spot ; his mother is the only one who is more to be 
pitied than he. The duchess du Lude, who i« returned 
from Versailles, informs me that she took my grand- 
niece de la Chaise to dine with the king at Trianon J 
his majesty and the dauphin talked of nothing but the 
pleasing manners of this little personage, and of the 
little embarrassment she betrayed : I suppose she con- 
fessed* the king well. The first presidentf has had a sort 
of 4\poplexy ; he has been bled four times; his mouth 
is a little aside ; he is to set out immediately for Bour- 
bon. The following is an epigram that has been made 
on his disorder : 

Ne le pal^ncz pas tant : IVmetique est meilleure; 

Parjc/, purges, purgex, le mal at dans ThumcarJ. 

I think I should do well to adopt the same plan at 
this magistrate, for my stomach is still very weak. I 
have consulted whether I might take codee two hour» 
after taking germander: I find it may be taken with 
perfect safety, and that they even agree well together. 
Adieu, my dear; I shall say no more to you to-day; 

I only entreat you to make my compliments to tuui 
qiianti (all and every one), and particularly to do your- 

* Aliu,..0'» to father dc la Clinise, lb© kieg^s confessor. 

't* Achillfs de Hailay, frbt presi^nt of the parliameat of Frtnee. ’ 

•X Bleed him not so much; an emetic is better; pttrge btm, pQtge 
him, purge him, the evil liei in the humour. 
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S0)f to^mbmce fclie ehartftkig 

afi^uomtefy. My sktcrf returns you a 
thotiiatid thanUi for the honom* of your remembrance, 
she was highly gratified by it : she is at Versailles for 
a few days. ‘ 


LETTER * MLL 

FROM MADAME DE SEVIGNE TO M. DE COULANGES- 

Grignan, August 6 , 1605 . 

I SHALL write you only a very short and poor letter, 
my dear friend, to thank you for yours, which has 
given us great pleasure. I shall never change my opi- 
nion with respect to long and circumstantial details, 
while I read yours. We are charmed with Navarre J ; 
the situation, the building,* like that of Marly, which 
I have never seen, the excellent society — all this con- 
vinces me that the house ought to rank with yours : as 
for Choisy, it is made on purpose for you. Your 
couplets inform all who pass, of the nobility of its 
origin and its fate ; but you deserve to be exalted to 
the skies by the couplet, in which you humble yourself 
to the foot of the mount iiith the coachman of Veriha-’ 
fnont § ; any man who will place himself up to the ears 
in this mud, and will croak such pretty couplets, de- 
serves the situation M, Tambonneau gives him. The 
couplet ranks with the best you have ever made ; the 
countess, whose approbation you always ask, entreats 
you to believe it; it is charming, it surprises : in short, 
croak on, and communicate your croakings to us. 

*f* Medime de Gud-Bagnols. 

J A chateau near Evreux, which bejonged to the duke de Bouillon. 

§ A famous coachman, who made all die songs of the Pont-neuf. 
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Bat« good &od, wbat an effusic^ of blood fid; 
how in any tears ! how many w’loow#^.} ^nd how maay 
. afflicted mothers 1 And they are ^ruet ^ough to think 
this is not sufficient, and they wish that marshal dc 
"^illeroi had also beaten, killed, and massacred, poor M. 
de Vaudemont*! what madness ! I am uneasy respect- 
ing your nephew de Sanzei ; I pity his mother ; it is 
said, that she is coming nearer to wait tlie event of 
the siege, which appears to us to be worthy of the 
fury of the marshal (de Boufflers) who defends it ; 
no opportunity of fighting is lost. Our Germany is 
very quiet; ouXprincipal anxiety is for herf. Adieu^ 
my dear cousin ; did I not promise you that my letter 
would be dull ? We have sometimes sorrows, and w^ 
know why ; 1 speak of them to madame de Coulang^ 
My daughter sends you her remembrances; you have 
highly amused her by your songs and your chat, for 
your letter is a true conversation. I have scattered, 
your remembrances in every ' apartment ; they have; 
been received, and are returned with zeal. I embrace 
you, my amiable cousin, and exhort you still to spoilt 
your time delightfully in honour of polygamyj, which, 
instead of being a hanging-case to you, constitutes 
the pleasure ahd happiness of your life* 

♦ M. de Vaudemont made a noble retreat before mai V^lllci j;, 
Tvhe bad lost time. 

-j- On account of the marquU de Grignsth, who was iti ilie army of 
Germany. 

X A jest on the subject of M. de Coulanges’s second wi/c, madame 
dc Louvois. 
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LETTER * MLIL ^ 

Madame de coulanges to madame de sevigni^ 

Paris, August 12, 1695. 
The death of M. de Paris f, my dear, must infallib!; 
have surprised you : never was an event so sudden 
Madame de Lesdiguieres was present at this spectacle 
it is said that her grief is very moderate. The successo 
is not yet spoken of ; but many personas believe that i 
will be M. de Cambray (Fenelon), and this will cer 
tainly be a good choice : others say cardinal de Jansor 
'We shall know this great point on Monday ; the sub 
•jiect is worth thinking of. The question now is, to fin( 
a person who will take upon himself the funeral ora 
tion ; it is said that there are two trifling circumstance 
which render the task difficult — his life, and his death. 

You have no doubt received the articles of the ca 
pifulation of Namur ; you will see that we make wa 
very politely, and kill one another most genteelly 
We are now bombarding Brussels^ ; songs, madrigals 
and witticisms, are pouring upon marshal de Villeroi 
who perhaps is not to blame ; this is the misfortune c 
having places ; happy is he that has none, though fc\ 
persons consider this to be a blessing. The countes 
de Gramnaont is returned ; I saw her yesterday, s 
fatigued by the Bourbon waters, that she confirmed me 

-f* Fruiici*! (le Harlay de Clianvalon, archbishop of Paris, died at Con- 
flans, near Paris, August 6, 1695, aged 70 . 

J Marshal de Villeroi commanded the army at that period. D’Avrlg- 
»y says, that three thousand houses were burned in Brussels. I'lie 
Jesuit, so scrupulous with respect to dates, is not so difficult with respect 
to facts. Besides, this bombardment was a retaliation for the aseaulo; 
made by the enemy against our maritime places. 
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more than ever laziness ; ske came back in a 

litter, and says she would much rather have returned 
foot. The king goes, on Satutday, to Meudon for 
tn^ days the distinctions fall at present upon Meudon, 
^id not upon Marly ; every one has been there this 
^eek, even to M. de Buzenval and M. de Saint Ger- 
main. As I feel myself incapable of adopting the re- 
solution of going to Bourbon, I shall try at Paris the 
waters of Forges; this is called going fj*om hot to cold. 
Since madame de Fontevrauld f has been here. Saint 
Joseph’s, wher^ she almost constantly is, is the rendez- 
vous of the gay world, but not of gallantry. Adieu, 
my dear. All M. de Chaulnes’s measures are broken 
up ; madame de Chaulnes comforts herself for evelry 
thing with madame de Saint Germain ; she cannot d |0 
without her ; and this teaches us to do without ma« 
dame de Chaulnes. 


LETTER ^MLIII. 

FROM MABAME DE COULANGES TO MADAME DE slviG^I. 

Paris, Septejoaber 2, I695i 

Alas, my friend ! the archbishop is thought no more 
of than if he had never been ; much ill was said of 
him after his death : a successor has been named } ; 
and since he has been named, both are at rest. The 
present is a vortex wdiich does not allow for reflec- 
tions. Every one was mad yesterday at Paris; no- 
thing was lo be seen but women in despair ; some run- 
ning through the streets, others shutting themselves up 
in churclits ; nothing was to be heard but 1 have no 

-f Siaier of madame de Montespan. 

J Louis Aiuoiiie de Noailles, bishop of Clialons, afterwordi caicdinal. 
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a fctftband*!’* ^ aoVofnTger a 

atert ^ €ii«ir imafenunes^ but they did not f^l 
lW“le«a^, Tb^ twnteas de Fiesque said, ^hat battle" 
was given, and consequently gained : she added, that 
1 #ie prince of Orange was taken prisoner. I went in th^ 
evening to madame de Carman’s, where I met madame* 
de Sully, the duchess du Lude, madame de Chaulnes, 
and a dozen other women, among whom was the 
countess de Fiesque: when they had talked a long 
time, I undertook to restore them to reason (difficult 
task!) by a little reasoning, which wen<» to prove that 
no battle had taken place ; they all laughed at me ; 
and now that the event justifies my reasoning, they 
suppose I have the management of the army from this 
{dnce ; nothing is talked of but m3' penetration, from 
which I infer that we scarcely ever know why we 
praise, or why we blame. Yesterday I was a fool, 
and to-day I am the wisest person in the world ; and 
the truth is, that I am neither the one nor the other ; 
for we learned by a courier who arrived, that it was 
impossible to give battle without risking the whole 
array. M. de Conti sent this word to the king, as did 
the duke du Maine, and all the chiefs of the army. 

M. de Coulanges is still at Navarre ; he desires nve, 
in all his letters, to say a thousand things to you for 
him. The king is to set out on the 24th of this month, 
for FontaiuhJeau. M, and madame de Chaulnes are 
going immediately to Chaulnes ; and it is repoited that 


♦ Namur had just surrendered. This is one of the most successful 
events, if not one of the most brilliant military achievementSj of Wil- 
liam III., who was then acknowledged by no other title than thot of 
Prince of Orange. We lost ten thousand men in this vain defence: it 
is true that the public were consoled by saying the enemy had lost double 
the number j but this letter shows that Paris attended but little to this 
slender consolation. 



MADA¥« A&nCN^. 

I am gokig 4ith th^n^ I am taking tte ^rgcs. wat^ 
which I finW of service to me. Relighted thart 

X bme (Lb Grignanb health is so go^ : I congratulatf 
aniT her on the circnmstance. Do yourself the 
^^iolen^e to embrace the charming Paulina for my sake, 
Tny dear, I entreat you. 


LETTER *MLIV. 

FROM MADAME DE COULANGE6 TO MADAME DE SEVIGNE. 

S Paris, September 9, 169S« 

What events, madam! what talk! what songs! what 
epigrams ! what dignities ! Marshal de Boufflers is 
created a duke ; but you already know that The saiD^ 
courier who brought the intelligence of the redactiw 
of Namur, was sent back to inform him, that the king 
had made him a duke ; and to tell him, at the same 
time, tliat he might take the road to court ; and when, 
from a feeling of gratitude, he found himself impeUeif 
to come and return thanks to the king, the prince of 
Orange informed him that he was his prisoner. It is 
supposed that this proceeding was in return for ours at 
Dixmudef: he was disposed, however, to allow him 
to return upon his parole; but the marshal believed 
he ought to wait for the king’s orders. The marshal is 
in raptures at his new title, and does not yet know 
the evils it may bring, which, according to appear- 
ances, are not far off. Let us return to the epigrams: 

♦f* It appears dial Lonvois, emitrary to ilio cap-iul.iilons, bad kept the 
gardiuius (d’ Dixmudc and Drvnse. Tin princt uf ()ran^:e rei'dituecl, by 
making lliem be given up in (xchange for inaislial vlo \A’hat- 

ever affeetarion Lewis XIV. raayliave adupitecl in rewarding this general, 
li’ib delence of Namin’ has been ver}’ xmieb criticised by Feuqnifcres, 
pol.aps prJ'V, 



de yfl^ipoi bespattered Ji/itb 
mr tl^e ^i^o^^atioD of knowing that 
£^d he, pi Ji^, to blame : but I know well what I 
sSIfaaying; tbVworlld will judge of what it‘ ^oes 
iindferstand ; and as we are guided by the opinion 
^hers, we are foolish enough to think purse! res unfor^ 
idhate iu spite of our good conduct. The king is going 
tc^day to Marly for ten days. 

M. hnd madame de Chaulnes will set out in a few 
days for Chaulnes, and I with them : what say you 
to this courage? Do you not think me really a great 
woman ? M. de Coulanges is still at Ev' eux ; madame 
de Louvois pouts at him ; mademoiselle de Bouillon 
passiondl^ly loves him, and detains him in spite of him- 
self.. I write to him regularly, and send him all the 
news ; to whom do you give the preference ? The 
passions are horrible; 1 have never hated them so 
much as since they are no longer in my way ; this is 
fortunate. Our dragoon* has come off with honpur, 
and quite live s bn horseback; he has written a very 
€n^r^ih|ng letter to his sister; he has been mentioned 
particularly to the king^ in every account that has been 
sent ; ' and what is more, madame de Montchevreuil 
herself told me so. You may easily guess, my dear^ 
the delight of madame de Sanzei, yi^ho now knows that 
her son is well : think, th^tput of 12,000 men that vvere . 
at Namur, only 3,300 remain. I forgot to tell you, that 
It was M. de Guiscard who came to court with the in^ 
formation that marshal de Boufflers is a prisoner. Ma- 
dame de Sully has the same complaint as madame de 
Grignan ; she is taking the waters of Forges, which 
are of infinite service to her : but Forges is rather too 
far from Grignan ; she should come nearer, my friend. 

* M. de Sanzei, M. dc Coulanges^i nephew. 
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I forgive ^ 

dnrti^ (le <^^an is a'^liTtde Jy 

said th^ of all illnessesHhis is ;the^<4st trou6l(Moipg^ 

I Vequaft you to inform me constantly of the 
ynadSme de Grignan^s health, about \yIiora 1 am 
^TI»eas% Let me not be forgotten whjere you are^,^^^ 
kiss the charming Paulina for my sake; yi^^ yv^ill a^ 
knowledge that 1 exact very diiScult things from y.^r 
friendship. 

"" ^ LETTER ^ MLV. 

FROM MADAME DE COULANCES TO MADAME DE BEVIGNE^ 

Paris, September 3 0, 1695.' ^ * 

It is only to mark the cadence that I write to you, ma- 
dam, to-day; for I have received no letter from ^"ou 
this week, and I am ashamed of having no great events . 
to inform you of, which for some time have not failed , 
us. To tell you that the king has been at Marly for 
week, is rare news to be sure ; the duchess du Lode is 
there ; the king returns lo-morrow, and is to set out oij 
the 22d of this month for Fontainbleau. The most ex-^ . 
traordinary piece of intelligence however is, that I 
believe I shall go on Sunday to Versailles for two or 
three days. The journey to Chaulnes will be imme- 
diately in agitation : I hope also that I shaW be of that 
party ; but my health is so easily impaired, that 1 dare 
not now form any plans. 'M. de Coulanges is to return 
to-day from Evreux, to break with madanie de Louvois, 
and go to Chaulnes. I must also inform you, my 
friend, that it is father Gaillard who is not to make the 
funeral oration of the late archbishop (of Paris). What I 
mean is this: The first president and father de la Chaise 
applied to father Gaillard on this great business ; father 
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(jfaillaYcPfepffecl, that he perceiveJ 
the however, 

is to deliver k setrnon on the deceased, m‘^he midj^^ 
cererriony; to turn every thing into niL-ality ; 
tffwoid praise and censure, which are Wo very ^an-^ 
gerous rocks; the prelude to funeral orations \5ill iftT 
omitted; he will throw himself at once upon tht^ audi- 
ence by exhortation ; he will speak of the surprise of 
death, will say little of the deceased, and then, God 
lead you to eternal life. Adieu, my lovely friend ; let 
my remembrance be preserved at Gri^^^an, and espe- 
cially by \he charming Paulina. I believe M. de 
Chaulnes intends to purchase Villeffit of M. de Fieubet, 
at which madame de Chaulnes appears very dissatisfied. 
Madame de Qrignan’s confessor-extraordinary f is to 
read to me, to^'morrow, the funeral oration he has made 
upon this pjiap s man. 

; LETTER MLVL 

FROM MADAME DE SEVIGNE TO M. DE SEVlGNll. 

Grignai), Scj>teinl,cr 20, 1695. 

And so you are at our poor Rocks, my dear children, 
experiencing there the sweets of trant|UHtlity, exempt 
from all duties and all faiigues> and our dear litilc mar- 
chioness can breathe again! Good heavens ! how well 
you describe to me her situation, and her extreme de- 
licacy ! I am so affected at it, and I enter so afiec- 
tionately into your ideas, that my heart is oppressed, 

•f' This seems to allude to some jest of M. de Coulaogcs. 

Mascaron had refused to compose the funeral oraiion f)f (ho arth- 
bishop of Paris, alleging tliat he was (indisposfcl). 'Hu* op- 

portunity was not lost of replying : “ Say also that the subject is i/i((»r* 
mode (inconyement).’* 


manj 
are obv\ated thus: 



and teats inV^^pay eyes.. It jsjja.be fipp«^,ribat 
you mil cyly have the merit of your j 50 f,rqy»js 

ifl^uation and submission bit jf vod should aipf 
nerwise, like all unforeseen events, it woxdtl 

*' ^ '9 

differently from your expectations : I will bt>f 
>wever, that this dear being will last, vrith^caTOy 
as any one ; wc have a thousand examples of 
rocovdi’y. Has not mademoiselle de la Troi>sse suffered 
from almost every kind of disorder? In the mean fime^ 
mv dcar\^ii!d, I enter into your f.elings with infmit# 
aileetion, a^%d from the bottom of my heart. You do 
me jusiice whem you say you are afiaid of affecting me 
too miK'Ii by relating to me the state of your mind : it 
does indeed afrlect me, b«‘ assnreil I feel for you keenly. 

I hope this letter will find you calmer artel happier. 
Paris seems to be quite out of your thoiights, on ac- 
count of our marchioness. You are thinking onj}^ of 
Pourbon and the spring. Continue to inform me <yf 
your plans, and do not leave me in ignorance of any 
thing that conc(Tns you. 

Givr me some account of the letters of the 23d and 
:>()ih of August. There was also a note tor Galois, 
wiiich 1 desired M, Braiijon to pay. Give nte an ai%- 
€wer upon this subject. The good Pranjon is nKtirijril; 
he has written me a very charnung fetter ufion the occa- 
sion. Let me know whether the match is as good a« he 
represents it to be. The lady is related to aP tho pw- 
liament, and to M. d’Arouys. Explain this to me, nvy 
child. I also addrej^sed a letter to you for our abl?6 
Charricr. He will be sorrj^ not to see you again ^ aikd 
M. de loulori ! you express yourself well respecting t 
this ox : it is for him to tame him, and for you to'*^sfeu^>d^. 
firm where you are. Return the abba's letter to 
pcrld. ^ 

W'ah regard to your poor sister’s Ifeadth, it is not at 



or 


all good, Ji ho4onger^ her loss nf 
os,^,f4>C,tl4at,j^^0T6C^ but she does 
strength; she much altered that you would 

scarcely know her, because her stomach does not re- 
gain its tone, and no food seems to nourish herij^ lJais 
arises from the bad state of her liver, of whicl^ 
know she has long complained. It is so serious ai^evil, 
that I am really alarmed at it. Uemedies mignt be 
used for her liver, but they arc unfavourable to the loss 
of blood, which we are in continual apprehen'ion may 
return, and wiiich has produced a bad efFe /t upon the 
alhicted part. These two maladies, which require op- 
posite medicines, reduce her to a truly pitiable situation. 
Time, we hope, will repair this devastation: 1 sincerely 
wish it ; and if we enjoy this blessing, we shall go to 
Paris with all expedition. This is the point to wliich 
we are arrived, and which must be cleared up ; 1 will 
be very faithful in my communications. 

This languor makes us say little yet of the return of 
tbe^warriqrs. I do notnloubt, however, that the busi- 
ness will be concluded, it is too far advanced ; but it 
will be'widiout any great jpy; and even if we go to 
P$^ris, they whuld set out two days after, to avoid the 
a»^ of a wedding, and visits, which they wish not to 
receive ; a burnt cMd, 

As to IVJ. de St. A mantes grief, of which such a pa- 
rade has been made at Paris, it was founded upjpn tny 
daughter's having really proved by memorandums, 
whrch she has showed to us all, that sln^ had paid her 
son nipe thousand fiancs out of ten she had promivSed 
him; rand having in consequence sent him only a thou- 
sands M. de St. Amant said he was cbeatc^d,. it-hal they 
wanted to take advantage of him, and that he would 
give no more, having already given the bflecn thousand 
francs of his daughter s portion (wiiich lie laid out at 






ms 

which hfiis\ the 

ww here), and th^Tfte^^tquis ttiust^’ 

^eek for yfsistance in that quarter: nfiay stij)pclsfe^ 
tlii^ wb^ that quarter has paid, it niSiy occasion 

hagriii ; but it is at an end. M. de 8t. Amant 
it in himself that it would not be advisable to 
quarM with my daughter: so he came here as gentle 
as a lanb, wishing for nothing but to please and to take 
bis daoighter back with him to Paris; which he has 
done, thOngli, in good truth, she ought to have waited 
for us ; buf^whe advantage of being in the same honse 
with her husbaJid, in that beautiful mansion of M. dc 
St. Amant ; of being handboniely lodged, and living 
sumptuously at no expense; made my daughter consent 
without hesitation to accept all these con>lbrts. But we 
did not see her de[)art without tears, ft)r she is very 
amiable ; and was so much allected at bidding us adieu, 
that it could scarcely have be.en supposed she was going 
to lead a life of pleasure in the midst of plenty. She 
had become very fond of our society. She set but 
with her father on the first of this month. 

Be assured, my son. that no Grignan intends yoo 
harm ; that you are beloved by all ; and that if this 
trifle bad been a serious thing, they would have fek 
that you would have taken as much interest in it as you 
have done. 

M. de Grignan is still at Versailles ; we expect him 
shortly, for the sea is clear ; and admiral Russel, who is 
no longer to be st-en, will give him leave to come here* 

1 shall seek for the two little writings you mention* 

I rely much upon your taste. Tiie letU rs to M. de la 
'i'rape, are boobs we cannot send, though in mariu* 
script. \'ou shall read them at Paris, where I still hope 
tg see you ; for I love yOu in a much greater degree than 





can It is^hc order jf naturA mkI I do 

liot complaitk^ ^ 

I enclose ycn^ d letter from madame de \*^haulnes, 
which I send to you orjtire, from confidence ycjr 
j^rudence. You will justify yourself in things to ^ 
you well know what answer Jo make, and will pvy, 
attention to those that may ofiend you. I have 
ifeyself all I had to say, waiting for your ansv^^^* 
specting what 1 did not know; and I added I 

would inform you of what iho duchess told n>/ Write 
to her therefore cnndidl)', as having Icars'.^d from me 
what she writes rcpj)ecting you. After ^1, you should 
preserve this connexion ; they love you, and have ren- 
dered you service; you inu^l not wound gratitude. I 
have said, that you owed obligations to the intendant. 
But to you, my child, I say, is this friendship incom- 
patible with your ancient leagues with the first presi- 
dent and the attorney-general ? Is it necessary that you 
should break with your old friends, for the. sake of 
securing a» intendant ? M. de Pommerouil (hcl not ex- 
act such conduct. 1 have also said, that you ought to 
be heard ; and that it w'as impossible you should have 
neglected to congratulate the attorney-general upon the 
lhatriage of his daughter. Ju short, my child, defend 
yourself ; and tell me what you say, that 1 may second 
you. 

What follow's is for rOy good president. 

1 have received your last letter, rny dear president ; 
it is pleasing, like every thing you write. I am asto- 
nished that you have received no answer from Dupuis, 

I fear he is ill. 

You are fortunate in having my son and onr mar- 
chioness with you. Take care of lur ; divLrt her; 
s^usc her; in short, put her in cotton, and preserve to. 
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m Ihis dea^andpt^SKotas persoRage^ fail to let 

mo hear oy her health ; I take real iTrtei^t in it. 

\ My s^sends me the congratnlationi of Pilois f smd 
who' have finished the labyrinth, I ae^ 
ep^ftheir kindness^ and I love and thank them, t 
igive them sometliing to drink, if 1 were there, 
•daughter and your idol love you dearly; but I 
more man alb Adieu, ray good president ; my son will 
show this letter. I embrace vour dove. 


LEITER •J^rdLVIL 

FROM MADAME DE COUI.ANGES TO MADAME DE SiiVIGNE. 

Palis, September 30, 1695. 

I AM going to talk to you very learnedly respecting 
inaJ une de Grignan^s disorder ; that is, of the pain in 
her stuinin'h, which is exactly the same as mine; my 
irjpati( nec has led me to try all siuis of medicines, and 
I shall be happy if my experience can be of use to her. 
Careite gave me his drops for nine months; they occa- 
sioned me no real pain, but they shrivelled me up to 
sucli a degree, williout strengthening my stomach, that 
I W’ill owni to you, in confidence, that they nmcle nm HI 
a second time. Now for Helvetius; he has given me a 
preparation of wormwood, which has completely re- 
stored my stomach ; as it leaves some degree of heat, 
but slight however, he has made me take the Forges 
waters, wliich have agreed with me admirably. I begin 
to grow fat, I cat fruit, 1 cat dinner and supper; in 
short, my friend, 1 am no longer the same being that 
I was two months ago. You know why 1 relate all these 
particulars to you : bring madame de (b ignan, then, to 


f The gardener at the Rock'-^ 





$^ris ; I promise yo^ th jt in ibre^^eeks Ht^lvetius and 
I will restore whii^h.is th^ seat’, of almost 

every disease. /I recdnc^ited to cofF^, and as 

I know not how tp use a thing without abusiA<^it;l 
drink it to excess ; my darling wormwood is a re<^dy 
for all disoiders, ^ 

You wrll ask me, my friend, why, being io wei^v)»*as i 
tell. you, I am not at Chaulnes? and my answer 11 be, 
that 1 am like those who become avaricious fron> being 
rich; since I have had something like health,/, am be- 
come very careful of it. The bad weather alarmed me ; 
if I could have foreseen, that it would bt/as fine as it is 
at present, I believe I should have undertaken lhi> long 
journey; but I reserve myself for Dampierre, and I 
convert my house very easily ijdo a country-house : I 
walk every morning upon the ramparts, and I spend 
the afternoons in solitude. The English court is at 
Foiitainbleau ; they have plays ^tnd entertainments, 
and istill they say they are dull ; so much the worse for 
them, lh^^ 4 »arcluoness (Ic Gngnan will see no ^ne, 
which has prevented me from presenting myself at her 
door as often as 1 diould have done. M. de Chaulnes^ 
who has the knack of forcing open doors, says she is 
very amiable, M. de Coulanges is gone to Chaulnes;, 
they will all return in a niomb, winch is a very short 
time. The abbe and 1 do not leave madame de Sanaei 
ignorant of what you say of ben J beg you, my dear, 
to give a thousand compliments for me to madame de 
Grigtinn : I heg you al>u to embrace the lovely Paulina 
for wy saJkC, as it you had no reaw^ii tu coinplajn of her, 
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LETTER 

M. COULINGES TO MADAME DE SETIGNE. 

Chaulnes, Octobeir 10^ 16^^ 

1 A»-«ow ^solutely in the service of the duchess de 
ChauldU ; she is my good mistress, though M. ile ’ 
Cbs^tilnas assures me that 1 have taken a strange placfe, 
and that serve a strange mistress. She is going to 
speak, lUter^^ her attentively. 

\ 

FROM MADAME DE CHAULNF3. 

Here we are, my dear governess, in a house which is 
not very ugly, and which my secretary (M. de<^oa- 
langes) thinks tolerably well furnished ; but we often 
experience very bad weather, . which is a sad thing in 
the country. Let us talk, my dear govemefe^, of thb' 
beautiful countess, about whom we should be vtiy un- 
easy, if we did not hope that her health henceforth Will 
be improved : but I advise you not to let her take M. 
Alliot^s medicines, for the late madame Colbert fotmd 
herself much worse for them. You must think of nothing 
but of nursing her well ; and for gently restoring her 
stomach, you have only to take her into a wilder air 
than Grignan, as soon as possible. 1 am impatient for' 
the campaign to he over, that you may send me word 
mademoiselle de Grignan has changed her name; no 
one wishes more sincerely than I do to see her vreli 
established. I am delighted, my dear g<iverness, that 
you disapprove the purchase of all the vile houses near 
Paris, and like the acquisition we have made of 0am- 
j)ierre; I believe 1 informed you that we did not give a 
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•^Iver penny in exchange. We b<fte Damnierre, with 
five thousand a year, which are attached to it, to 
heep it in gootfi^epair; and, during the life'.of M. de 
Chaulnes, M. de Chevreux will take from ouryncowie 
five thousand livres a year more. We shall acc^'mo- 
date each other with respect to furniture, that v<e nv^ 
have no confusion. I hope, my dear governe^^i you 
will often come and spend some little time v^th me 
there, and that you wdll not be sorry to be sometimes 
in the neighbourhood of Port Jloyabdes-Cha^nps. My 
secretary has read your letter to M. de Canines with 
all due emphasis, and we have pitied the beautiful 
countess ; but I leave M. de ChauIncS to inform you of 
his eagerness to sec the marchioness de Grignan : he 
has received all your son’s letters, and be is highly 
pleased with them. We must not enter into country 
cabals, till we ore all together at Paris; you will con- 
clude that I am still disposed to bring an action against 
^hem, no one being belter acquainted with the gossip- 
ings of Rennes ; and the secretary knows too well what 
a risk Beauce formerly ran, at the hotel de Meneuf, on 
account of his vile tongue. We must wait till the 
winter, then, for every sort of explanation, with the 
good intention to restore peace. Madame de Ch^'re 
is brought to bed of a fine boy ; M. de Lavardin> his 
grandfather, and niadame de Ch&tre, his grandmother, 
are already appointed his sponsors. Fontainbleau says 
not a word, and Flanders still less; all the armies dis- 
perse on the tw enty-fifth of this month ; and the king 
^d queen of England are already returned from Fon- 
tainbleau to Saint Germain. My dear governess, I am 
yours, and the beautiful countess’s. A thousand com- 
pliments to all at Grignan. 



madamb z>s 

FROMi M. W COVhMiSmikj.x 

I MUST teli you for myself, that I ,^ry much 

alaVnr^J at the situation in which you described madatne 
/jJeGrIguan; I did not know she was ill; you cannot 
dotJ^ir-hat I pray for her better health, for more reasona 
than oae; for, vagabond as 1 am, I am very impatient 
to meA you sometimes in my way. A thousand ca- 
resses, ^thousand affectionate remembrances, a thou- 
sand respe^^s, a thousand compliments for you, my 
dearest governess, and for all that surround you. As; 
soon as the wesh^er is fine, I should wish madame de 
Coulanges to come here ; but, indeed, we came too late 
for health so sliattered as hers; for my own part, I am 
become a bilboacatch, which nothing injures, and whiclt 
is always upon its legs, as if it had never had the gout. 


LETTER *ML1X, 


FROM MADAME DE SEVIGNE TO M, DE COULANGES, 


Grignan, Octobcf 15 , 1695, ,, 

I HAVE just been writing to our duke and duchess de 
C^aulnes ; but I excuse you from reading my letters^ 
they are not worth reading. 1 defy all your emphasis, 
all your points and commas, to produce any good ef- 
fect, therefore leave them as they are ; besides, I have 
spoken of several little things to our duchess, which are 
not very entertaining. The best thing you could do, 
fin- me, my good cousin, would be to send as, by some? 
subtle magic, all the blood, all the vigour, all the health, 
and all the mirth, which you have to spare, to transfuse 
it into my child's frame. For these three mouths she 
has been afflicted with a species of disorder which is. 





to be and.whi*rfi I thiak 

di 9 tre 3 sing, alarming^ of any., I own to 

you, jpy dear ci^pfnn,, that it destroys me, and that 1 
have not fortitude enough to endure all the bad ^nights 
she makes me pass ; in short, her last state has becw so 
violent, that it was necessary to have recourse to Wle^d ^ 
ing in the arm ; strange remedy, which makes b^^’od to 
be shed when too much has been shed alreadtt ; it i« 
burning the taper at both ends ; she has told ur^^o, for, 
in the midst of her weakness and change, nothing can 
exceed her courage and patience. If we€ould regain 
strength, we should soon take the road to Paris ; it is 
what we wish, and then we would present the marchion- 
ess of Grignan to you, with whom you must already 
begin to be acquainted on the word of the duke de 
Chaulnes, who has very gallantly forced open her doolie 
and has drawn a very pleasing likeness of her. Preserve 
your friendship for us, my dear cousin, however un- 
yrorthy of it our sorrow may make us ; we must love 
q^f friq^^s ^ith all their faults ; it is a great one to be 
friend, that you may escape 
it, ^ I write to madame de Coulanges in the same plain- 
tqne, which will not quit me ; for how is it possible 
t!^t to hq qs ill in mind, as this countess, whom 1 see 
daily before my eyes, in body ? Madame de Cou- 
!|anges is very fortunate in being out of the scrape; it 
i^ms to me as if mothers ought not to live long enough 
to see their daughters in such situations : 1 respectfully 
complain of it to Providence. 

We have just been reading a discourse that has 
charmed us all, and even the archbishop of Arles, who 
is one of the trade ; it is the funeral oration of M. de 
Fieubet by the abbe Anselme; it is the most correct, 
the wisest, the most suitable, and the most Christian 
performance, that it was possib.lc to make on such a 
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it is full of^x>t 2 L^n^om ^t holy scriptures; 
of excellent applications, of devotion^, piety, of dig- 
nity, and of a noble flowing style/'^«kl it: if you are 
of our opinion, so much the better for you ; and if you 
are not, so much the better fur you still, in one sense, 
is a sign that your happiness, your health, and 
your\’ivacity, render you deaf to this language. But be 
this as^t may, such is the advice I give you ; for it is 
certain ♦hat we cannot laugh always ; a song tells US 
this truth* 

^LETTER * MLX. 

raOM MADAME DE C.OU LANGES TO MADAME DE SEVIGNE. 

Paris, October 28 , 1695 . 

You Ime had the colic, my dear friend; and though 
I know thaV you are now well, I cannot be satisfied till 
I hear it from yourself. I ask you also for inforniatioi^ 
respecting mncla^ue de<5rignan ; if you knew how much 
a keen air is against her complaint, you would oblige 
her to place herself in a comfortable and commodious 
litter, and come to Paris : the air of Lyons would teach 
her, that there is no better remedy fur her than change 
of climate; th's is the advice of my oracle (Heivctius). 
Madame (la marechale) de Boufflers has been very ill 
of a similar disorder; she is now recovered. The king 
is returned in perfect health. I saw the duchess du 
Lode yesterday, who is come to Paris to take medicine 
and to be bled, fur no other reason, I think, than being 
in too good a state of health. Great clianges have taken 
place at Chaulnes; M. de Chaulnes loves his chateau as 
he loves his life, and cannot leave it. Madame de 
Chaulnes spends her days, and perhaps a great part of 
her nights, in gaming. M. de Coulanges is 'be'eorhe 
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l^idicate and forixial ; co^*\^^.visit^nnoy him* 
see our little in ibe straw (the duchess de Ville«^ 

T(A^); she Ims a pm a little bigger than his father^ and 
a little less than the marshal (de Villeroi), Not a day 
passes in which she does not inquire after mademoiselle 
de Grignan, and wish her all the happiness and 
the pain she herself feels. It is said, that marslt^l de 
Lorges is better, and that his disorder is no lon^r con* 
sidered as apoplexy : his lady, who is gone to n)tfet him, 
Will accompany him to the waters of Plombi^res. Every 
one believes the marriage of M. de Lesdiguieres with 
mademoiselle de Clereaibaultf concl^ed: the charm 
madame de Lesdiguieres finds in this marriage is, that 
she will not have her son with her. The world also 
speaks of the marriage of mademoiselle d’Aubigne with 
the son J of M. de Noailles, and I believe that, in this 
instance, the world says true, I have also to inform 
you, that the abbe Tetu is delighted with madame de 
’Carman^ and that lie complains loudly of his friends, 
for not having introduced him sooner to this meritorious 
The solitude of the maichioness de Grignan is 
ifviy, much talked of here; her life is said to be iirs\ip- 
V p^table^ because she must see no one, or the best com- 
pany : yon perceive how necessary it is for you and 
her mother-in-law § to return; my advice upon this 
Subject would appear interested to you; but 1 hope this 
treason will not prevent you from following it, and that 

* Marguerite Ic Tellicr, dauglitcr of the marquis de Louvoig, minister 

of war. 

•f* This marriage with lYiadcinciseJle dc C'lc^iTmhault did not take 
l^lace; he married madernolseile de Durus, the daiiglitcr of iiiui&h.'d 

Durat, in 1696. 

$ This marriage did not take place till the first of A^ull iCnS. 

. The cottoteas dc Grignan. 
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believe tncpsas afl^»*wiately yo«t9 *a9 I ^ iit 
roahty. 1 beg the favoer of you a thousand 

things from me to madame de GrignOilli %nd not to for^ 
get tim beautiful and charming Paulina. 

LETTER *MLXL 

FROM MADAME DE COULANGES TO MADAME DE SEVIGNE* 

Paris, November 7, 1695. 

Helvetius, after having reflected with all possible at- 
tention upon whj^you told me, my dear friend, wished 
to take away yo 4 K letter, to consider it at leisure ; h6 
only told me yesterday what I am now going to relate 
to you. He is convinced that a keen air is very inju- 
rious to madame de Orignan, and that if it were possi- 
ble for her to place herself in a commodious litter, and 
take short journeys, she would find herself relieved the 
moment she got to Lyons; this is a remedy which 
highly approve here. Our oracle, this Helvetius, has 
saved the life of the poor Tart ; ho has a certain remedy 
to stop the blood, come from whatever quarter it mayf} 
he is a very charming and a very learned man; hfe 
countenance does not indicate so mucli wisdoni> for he 
is as much like Dupre as two drops of water are like 
each other. I bog 3^00 to inform mo how madame 
Grignan is, as a reward for my consultations^, v Th^ 
marquis de (Ti ignan has been to see mo ; he is certainly 
not so fi\t as he was ; I congratulated him upon it very 
sincerely. His lady did me the honour to come here 
yesterday: I thought her so much improved, that she 
appeared to me quite a diiferent being from what 1 hadr 

/ 

' t It iias been seen elsewhere that this remedy was the root ipocftcUk^ 

. . anha. 
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formerly seeh her; it 4f^,l^ause;y«be is grown 
and has a much biet ter countenance; her eyes were so 
brilliant, that they dazzled me. She came at two, with 
her mother and sister ; unfortunately for me, raadamo 
de Nevers rose as early in the morning as they did ; she 
arrive<l a few moments after these ladies, who went 
away on her entrance. She told me, with much appa- 
rent sincerity, that she thought the marchioness very 
handsome. M. and madame de Chaulnes, and M. de 
Coulanges, arrive at Paris on Wednesday to dinner: I 
am to be at the hotel de Chaulnes to receive them. The 
king is at Marly till Monday; the countess de Gram- 
mont is also there ; but though she h^^s caught the graces 
of novelty at court, she is not, poor woman, at aW the 
better for it; all her pains are returned; she bears 
them w'ith a courage and cheerfulness that astonish me, 
hav’n t lost, I believe, even the hope of a cure. The 
duch'^ss de Villeroi icceives her visits in bed, as pretty 
as it is possible to be : 1 did the honours of her chamber 
two days ago with the marshars lady (de Villeroi). I 
l^ve discovered in this little duchess a merit which 
liaises her greatly in my estimation : she has so strong 
an attaclimcnt for mademoiselle de Grignan, that she is 
extremely interested in her welfare : she is Cv.ntinually 
asking me about her ; she wishes her all the happiness 
she deserves, but she will not consent to her marriage 
with any one, unless she is sure to see her here; in 
short, she feels and thinks: this is one of the miracles 
Paulina has wrought. I have beard news of her ; it is 
said, that you are going to have another wediling*; I 
am delighted at it, my friend; return then all tt'geUur, 
Hfe is too short for such long absence; the longest lift 
seeo^s only to be a few hours. I send you a hater fioin 

♦ The marriage of ma<4emoi5clle de Giignnn, wlio was to r^^iou t iii« 
marqois deSimlaDc. 
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wbieh hsM been th itivs^iuMtHMil 

niy uNdtiogvdesk ; 1 esk iiw* ^aidonf^!!A^I#^i ' am cetts^^ 
tba( yoa wUl ba as much f>lea8e<Lwit|i^iK>Ur, as'ut tm 
tuMJt was written. Adiuu, ray deafest ; send me word 
quickly that- you are<K>mrog back, and that you can 
no Jonger endu^ that the young marchioness de Gri* 
gnan should live in such retireinent; like me, she sighs 
for your return* 


LETTER *MLXU. 


VnoM MADAME DL\C0ULANGES TO MADAME DE S£VIGNE« 
\ 


Paris, November 18 , 1695 . 


M. DE Lamoignon ^owed me a letter yesterday from 
the chevalier de Grignan, which informed me that your 
daughter is much better; I am delighted at it, and I 
wish with all ray heart to hear- of the continuance of 
this convalescence : 4 have the confidence to believe 
you will let me know it. This gives me the hope that 
we shall soon see you; indeed, there is nothing T # 
ardently desire : your return is necessary on many 
counts; one of the principal is madame de Grignait'^}' 
another, that her daughter-in-law is too much 
here^ a -third, the return of M. de Sevigne, Which 
drawa near; these _are w'eighty reasons, my dear, whj^ 
you should come and see usi Paris is at present very^ 
full, tot it will not be so, in my opinion, till you ard^ 
among us. I long to hear whether madame de Grignail 
has made use of crab-broth, and whether it haiTlbeetl 
of service to her. There are excellent dinners and de» 
lightful parties every day at the hotel de Chauf^si' 
where your company is constantly desired. The 
quis de Grignan did me the honour. to call 
days ago ; I thanked him for not being growif^t j^^ he* 
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appears to me highl 3 ^,jfJ!g§sed with the palace hn 
habits. 1 hear from Lyons, that the charming Pauiitla 
?s about to change her name ; shall you not bring her 
with you ? I can never love any one, but madame de 
Simiane, so much as I Jove mademoiselle de Grignan. 
Alas! talking of Simiane, poor M, de Langresf is at 
the point of death ; I am quite uneasy about him. It 
believe M. Nicole is dead ; he was seized with an apo- 
plexy two days ago : Racine came with all speed, to 
give him some English drops, which recovered him ; 
but I have just heard that he is relapsed; it will be a 
great loss. He has exhausted himself by writing ; it is 
said, that he injured his head by l>is last book against 
the Quietists J ; indeed they were not worth the pains. 
Adieu, my amiable; I am always impatient to hear 
from you, but still more so at present, on account of the 
state of madame de Grignan. 


LETTER *MLXIIL 

FROM M. DE COULANGES TO MADAME DE SIMIANE. 

The neighliourliood of Richelieu §, January 6, 1696. 

I AM certainly very much gratified, madam, by the 
honour of your remembrance ; but it seems to me, that 
you might have written to me in a less serious tone 
than you have done ; I am consoled, however, because 
-you date your letter from Vaureasjj, and you must 

•f* Louis Marie Armand de Simiane dc Gordcs, bishop of Langres, 
died on the 2 1st of November, 1695. 

X Nicole wrote on die quarrel between Bossuet and lem'lunj but 
Op^ed die latter with mildness and respect. 

f At madame de Louvois's. ^ 

A Utde town of the Venetian county, where madame dc Simiane 
sometuaea resided after her marriage. 
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know, I think, how much j^ijy^iosity I have all my life 
had to see this beautiful town, without . being able to 
satisfy it. And are you really, madam, residing at 
Vaureas ? How happy you must be ! And shall a man 
who has sojourned so long at Rome, be deprived of the 
pleasure of seeing it even for a quarter of an hour ? but 
I will not despair of seeing it some day, since I hear 
that you have a palace there, very handsomely fur- 
nished. Do you not remember my attachment to one 
of madame de Grignan’s servants, merely because he 
came from Vaureas; and how, in return, he considered 
it as a sacred duty to come and see me at Paris, where 
I had not the advantage of keeping him long, because 
Paris had no charms foi him ? Do you not also re- 
member, when I was at Grignan, how happy I used to 
think those wdiom I saw going to, or returning from, 
that town? You will, therefore, suppose that when 
you are there, I shall not pity you. But enough of 
Vaureas. I must now tell you that 1 am very impa- 
tient to see you here, and become acquainted with the 
young handsome lord, whom you mention to me ; but 
i am a little afraid he will be shocked at first at my old 
age, and my figure : I can assure you however, madam, 
that my presence is not yet prohibited at several good 
houses; I write this at the house of ray second 
she found me w ith so bad a cold, on my return frma. 
Versailles, where 1 have been spending a fortnight, that 
she will not trust to madame de CouJanges to cure it; 
for the last two ?)iglits, therefore, I have slept at her 
honse ; and, to all appearance, I shall sleep there seve- 
ral more, to be at the wedding of M. de Barbesierot, 
which will take place on Tuesday. I see nothing 
around me but jewels, magnificent dresses, linen incre- 
dibly fine, and a single set of ornaments for the nead, 
worth 500 crowns, f see nothing but sumptuous re« 

N 2 
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pasts; I hear nothing but exquisite music ; in short, . 
am in an excellent house, where I always receive great 
honours and distinctions, and where I often hear myself 
called by the tender appellations of husband and father- 
in-law. I have an excellent apartment, comfortably 
warm, and very near the duchess de Villcroi^s, where I 
take my eau sucree before I go to bed. It is a long 
time since I wrote to madame de Sevigne, as well as to 
your mother ; but I hope they will hear of me through 
you. While I am here, engaged in the wedding of my 
son de Barbesieux, 'madame de Coulanges is wasting her 
poor life in endeavouring to bring about the marriage 
of M. de Mornai and mademoiselle du Gue. I never saw 
a child so difficult to baptize; but it will be done some 
time or other, though I know not the day, nor the place 
where the nuptials will be solemnized ; nothing is more 
whimsical than what passes between the blind man and 
his wife, who can never be of the same opinion ; and 
madame de Coulanges and madame de Bagnols are also 
very different sisters. I know not whether I shall show 
my nose at this wedding; madame de Montchevreuil 
has told me, however, that it is necessary I should be 
at the entertainments that will be given at Versailles. 
But do you think my soids wedding my only engage- 
ment ? Let me tell you, I have been at a gay dinner, 
at cardinal de Bouilion\s, where 1 was formally invited, 
and treated with a distinction that was very flattering 
to my vanity. There w^ere present all who bear the 
name of Bouillon, La Tremouiile, and Ciequi, and I 
was presented to mademoiselle de la Tremouiile so par- 
ticularly, that from her civilities and kindness I thought 
her the most lovely woman in the world. This is the 
effect of courtesy, joined to the best figure I ever 
beheld, and to high birth, which is sure to charm me ; 4 
for you know I always had a taste for great fish. The 
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wedding-day is not yet ^ \l depends on the return 
of a courier, who is gone to Rome fyjc a dispensation* 
When the marriage of madame de Seignelai and M, de 
Luxembourg will take place, is not yet known ; every 
thing, however, is agreed upon, and nothing wanting 
but the consent of madame de Luxembourg. The mar- 
riage of mademoiselle de Monaco with the duke d’Usez;, 
and that of the marquis de Janson with mademoiselle de 
Virieu, are thought to be in good train. With respect 
to mademoiselle de Duras and M. de Lesdigui^res, some 
bet that the match will take place, and others that it 
will not • but madame de Lesdiguieres denies it so 
strongly, that sho begins to be considered as the in- 
tended of M. de Maaarin : it will be curious if madame 
de Duras, by her good sense, should have profited 
cheaply by the extravagance of both, to establish her 
daughters so well. Marshal de Lorges has retired from 
the service, some say voluntarily, others not. The 
king has just made a thousand officers generals; I have 
the list of them before my eyes ; I do not send it you> 
because your brother will probably not fail to do so : I 
was sorry not to see his name in it. I have seen your 
sister-in-law only once ; unless you are all here, I do 
not consider that you will be much acquainted ; bpt 
when shall you be here, ladies ? Is your mother's 
health sufficiently established for us to believe what she 
says respecting the 1st of March? I was delighted 
to hear that madame de Sevigne has been running 
about the country ; I like her star to agree with min?, 
w'liicii may well be called tvajidering. It would be dif- 
ficult to employ better the second crop of youth, of 
wliicii I am possessed : God grant that it may last A few 
years longer ; but it is wonderful that I shou)a not 
-know what has become of the gout, which afflicted me 
to much two years ago ; and for which you consoled 
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ne by o&ring rae your Cil that I might take some 
sort of exercise ki my apartment. This letter carries 
me to a great lengthy as you see ; but what can 1 
do better than chat with you, my adorable Paulina^ 
since I have leisure for it? Madame de Louvois is 
gone into the town ; and, as the master of the house, I 
have staid within, by a very good fire, with all the im- 
plements before me necessary to write to you : she has 
also very opportunely left the duchess de Villeroi with 
me, that she may acquit herself of a compliment she 
has long wished to pay you. Cardinal de Bouillon 
likewise wished to congratulate you ; and it is my fault 
that I have not kept him to it. The dachess de Villeroi 
too has often desired rae to say a thousand things to 
you, and to your two mothers ; and nSadame de Louvois 
the same. In short, ladies, not one of you is forgotten 
in this country ; but it is time to conclude, and to assure 
you, madam, that this year differs from no preceding 
year in the respect and sincere friendship wdth w’hich I 
am a thousand times more devoted to you than to any 
one in the world. The duchess de Villeroi will w rite to 
you, she says, with her fair hand. 

FROM THE DUCHESS DE VILLEROI. 

I HAVE long intended, madam, to congratulate you on 
your marriage, without having done so, which is owing 
to Coulanges, who always told me that we should 
write to you together; at length the happy moment 
is arrived, and I employ it, madam, in assuring you 
that I still preserve for you all the esteem and friend 
ship '^hich your high merits deserve. 
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LETTER *MLXIV. 

FROM MADAME DE siviGNE TO THE FBESIDENT BE 
MOULCEAU. 

Grignan, Wednesday, Januaiy 53, 1696. 

I ANSWERED your last letter, sir, at the beginning of 
the year: this note, then, is only to request you to 
let M. de Barbeirac read the accompanying consult- 
ations on the state of my daughter’s health; and to 
beg him to increase, if it be possible, his usual at- 
tention in giving us his opinion, which we highly 
value, and to seitd it us as soon as be possibly can* 
This, sir, is the request 1 have to make to your heart, 
which, 1 am sure, has not forgotten how much mine 
is alive to every thing that concerns my daughter: 
and, on so important an occasion, 1 believe 1 should 
offend you if 1 offered the least apology, or paid you 
the least compliment. 

LETTER *MLXV. 

FROM M. DE COCLANGES TO MADAME DE SEVIGNE. 

Paris, January 27, I696. 

I HOPE the letter I wrote to you this day week, wai 
not ill received. I had a delightful little letter the next 
day, which gave me the more pleasure because, by 
telling me you should only write me one word foi* a 
thousand which I was to write to you in return, I 
found, that of my own good and free wmII, I had obliged 
you beforehand, and satisfied, it seems to me/every 
question you could ask me. To-day, my dear governess 
my letter will not be so long, for it is not alwayi 
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holiday. The new duchesses d’Usez and Lesdigui^re'. 
have been presented to the hing. The dowager duchess 
de Lesdiguieres went to Versailles with all the Durases, 
and even slept there ; and it is reported that his ma- 
jesty treated them a little seriously, and that all he said 
was, that he wished the young duchess might be 
happy. 


FROM MADAME DE COULANGES. 

I SHALL not write to you to-day, my dear; M. de 
Coulanges is much more deserving of this pleasure 
than I am ; his yoxith allows him an intercourse with 
the world, which is a great ornament to his mind. 
He will give you an account of the ball at the Palace 
Royal, and of the finery of the beauties which com- 
posed this noble assembly. 1 saw madame de Barbc- 
fiieux and the duchess de Villeroi, who appeared to me 
resplendent ; diamonds, and the magnificence and bril- 
liancy of gold and silver, deceive me, and prevent me 
from distinguishing beauty so well as when it is less 
loaded with ornaments. Madame de Mornai receives 
all the distinctions that follow favour, without appearing 
to be much alive to them ; she will become more so, I 
hope^ that she may at least find pleasure in what charms 
every other person. I saw M. de Pomponne the day 
before yesterday ; we again talked of you, my dear 
friend, and of all that bears the name of Grignan ; we 
complained affectionately of yours and madame de 
Grignan’s long absence. 1 went afterwards to madame 
de Vins ; I changed company without changing con- 
versation ; we concluded that -madame de (Trignan 
^ouldVuly recover her health by coming to bieaihe the 
ur of this country. Be assured, my dear ni^vdnm. nf 
his truth ; think also sometimes how mud 
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chioness de Grignan must be in want of her mother-in- 
law: if these refiections should oblige you to take the* 
road to Paris, no one will profit by it so joyfully as I 
shall do. I ask the favour of you to say a thousand 
things for me to your daughter. Is it true, that ma- 
danie de Simiane is with child ? Nothing that concerns 
her can be indiliercnt to me; I have never seen a per- 
son who is so often thought of, or so sincerely praised ; 
but I always say, Kcmembering her is not seeing her. 


M. DE COCL\NGES, IN CONTIN UATION. 

Yolk friend has^taken the place of Aurora to-day ; I 
never saw her looking handsomer, nor with a com- 
piexion more indicative of health. This too is after 
experiments made the day before 3'^esterd ay, ofdiningat 
the hotel dc Chaulnes, and yesterday evening of supping 
at M. de Lamoignon^s; in short, which is saying every 
thing, she ventured upon a slice, a small one indeed, of 
Ainieiis duck, and a drop of St. Laurent wine; is she 
not TP.ak'iig great progress? But h t us return to our 
folds : There was a grand ball on JTiday at the Palace 
lioyjil, to wliich all the masques were admitted, and 
ll)(;y introduced the usual confusion. I assisted ma- 
(Lnnc dt- (Joulanges in dressing niesdames de Villeroi 
a'.ul de narbesieux, who completely dazzled me ; I also 
,,aw, uliat madame do Coulanges did not see, made- 
nioiselle de Tourpes with a velvet dress of flame co- 
lour, so magnifict nt that it defies afll description. Whea 
the laches (les inarechales) de Villeroi and d’Estree^ 
ibilovvcd by these three infantas, had set out for ma- 
dame de Louvois’s, at eleven o^clock at night, to i^air 
to the Palace Royal, I staid an hour and a halfjfonger 
^ at lansquenet; and was then set down at my door by 
Iftadai^e de Varangeville, and have not been out since, 

I »5 • 
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I know^ therefore, no more of the ball than madame 
de Coulanges. I dined with her, the day before yester- 
day, at the hotel de Chaulnes ; and supped with lier, 
last evening, at M. de Lanioignon^s, where we met the 
beautiful duchess du Lude, the lady president Le Coi- 
gneux baked in an oven, the good duke de Chaulnes, 
and the excellent advocate-general d’Aguesseau*, viho 
knows all mv songs, and gets them by heart as if he 
had nothing else to do. 1 shall not return so soon to 
sleep with my second wife, because to-morrow I am to 
dine at the duchess du Lude's with cardinal de Bouillon; 
where I shall not fail to give all the compliments you 
charge me with. The marriage of the duke d^Albret 
and mademoiselle dc la Treniouille, only depends now 
on a fever, which has attacked the duchess de Crequi ; 
for the dispenscition has arrived from Rome ; but you 
may suppose that such a wedding requires the presence, 
or at least the better health, of a grandmother, who has 
contributed so much towards it. The marriage of M. 
de Luxembourg is stiil irremediably broken olf; his 
ccmduct is highly blamed,^ and the more so, as it is be- 
lieved to be a sacrifice he wishes to make to the inar- 
ohioness de Bellefond. But madame de Seignclai has 
B^iiioerited such treatment: yet nothing woukl be said 
against the marchioness should she become a great 
duchess. It is certain that the duke has always been 


Fery attentive to her ; and that the marchioness has 
that she should see M. de Luxembourg and 
j^eignelai go to church together to be mar- 
thinking, for all that, that the marriage 
I which has even led the world to say, 
been married to M. de lAixembuurg for 
months ago ; and that IVl. de Luxem- 


• Aflerwaids chancellor of Fran* 
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bourg, not daring to make it known to his mother, 
listened to the proposals that were made to him merely 
to gain time : with a little patience we shall know more* 
I was told, yesterday, that the marriage of little Saint 
Herem with the little cousin of madame (la marechale) 
de Lorges was concluded. That of mademoiselle de 
Clerembault with little Guemene is quite at an end* 
The duchess de Rohan has the small- pox, in Britany. 
This is all I know, my dearest governess. I have only, 
therefore, to embrace y1ti|^. v'vth infinite affection, and to 
protest to you that I am more yours than my own. I 
request your good offices for me with your daughter, 
and all the illustrious inh.kbitants of your royal chateau. 
How is the chei^hiier ? I ask his pardon, but I have no 
gout; and yet I drink, like a fish, of every sort of wine 
that can promote it. It is n(»t so with M. de Nevers, 
uho is at length returned from Nevers with his lovely 
uife, aOer having been at the point of death there* 
The liurnour of the gout, w'hirh lurks in all the secret 
channels r,f his body, gives him t^xtraordinary com- 
lit; set out, th.e day before yesterday, for the 
iieighbouj hood of Rociieguyon, to consult Christo^ke 
aux anrn, who is a labouier, bui has admirable skill in 
the cme of all disorders, from hi< kjKovhdge of simples, 
whiclj he inherits fiorn his father; and which, in default , 
of children, he will leave to his nt phew : in short, can- 
cers, gravel, absce sses, ulcers, all fly before him ; no- 
thing Is talked of but the wonderful cures he has pe**- 
foinied, and of his disinterestedness. He gives medi- 
cines fo the poor gratis; he makes the rich pay no 
more than their value for them ; and asks no other re- 
ward than a crown, or half-a-crown, which he puts 
into a box for the poor. He will not come 4lito this 
countj^y, nor does he wish persons to build in his aeififh- 
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boiiAeod. He has cured the duke de Grammont, an. 
Turmenies ; the latter sent him a hundred pistoles, 
which he immediately returned. 

LETTER ♦MLXVL 

FROM M. DE COULANGES TO MADAME DE SEVIGNE. 

Paris, February 3, IC96. 

The reports we heat of the continuance of madamc 
de Grignan^s ill health, afflict me to such a degree, 
both on your account, my dear governess, and on hers, 
that I have not the heart to send you tte second volume 
of our weduiiigs. Letters arc only agtieeable according 
to the lime in whicli they arrive ; make, therefore, of 
this the use which may be suitable to its season, and be 
firmly assured, whatever style I may adopt, that my 
heart does its duty as to every thing that concerns you 
and the excellent countess. After this, 1 will tell you 
that the marriage of the duke d\\lbret and madenioiselie 
de la Tremouille took place on Tuesday evening; and 
that it would certainly have been a more joyful one, 
but for the illness of the duchess de Cre»|ui, w hicli has 
increased from that period ; for even yesterday she 
was in danger ; 1 have not yet heard how she is to-day. 
The hotel de Crequi, however, was splendidly furnish- 
ed and illuminated ; there were two tables of fifteen or 
sixteen covers each, so well and so delicately served, that 
it is even said that they surpassed those at M, de Earbe- 
aieux^s wedding. The young people, to amuse them- 
selves, danced to songs, a custom which is now very 
much in vogue at court ; whoever chose played at 
cards, SHid whoever chose listened to a pretty concert by 
Vize, Marais, Descoteaux, and Philibert : this u Viil 
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midnight; the marriage was celebrated in the chapel of 
the hotel de Crecjui. There were more friends than 
relations at this wedding ; this also is a custom intro- 
duced for the sake of the consequences ; and 1 can telj 
you that 1 was scolded for not be.iig there; but I had 
rather be scolded on such an occasion, than run the 
risk of being as welcome as a dog at a game of nine 
pins. I saw all the bride-lblks next morning, and 
was well received by all the Bouillons and 'J'remouilles. 
The door of the hotel de Crequi has only been open to 
the public on account of the visits of Monsieur and 
Madame, and of their children, who did not fail upon 
this occasion to compliment their near relations: till 
this lucky mon/ent it was shut to all who presented 
themselves, because of madarne de Crequi^s illness: 
the lady \'Isltois are consoled by this, for the trouble 
it gave them to equip themselves in their black dresses, 
half re[)u^nance, and half laziness. Mademoiselle de 
Viilars, daughter of the poor duchess of this name, on 
the same d ly married her cousin de Brancas*. But 
these are not the only marriages : M. and madarne de 
Clerembanlt laid sucli good lujid of M. de Luxembourg^ 
as soon as lie had brok(*n wirh mavlame de Seignelai, 
ihat at length ilie* marriage is fixeil. Mademoiselle de 
(dcu'einbaultf is to have ,000,000 francs now, and 
100,000 ill jewels, to be valued by tlirce of the most 
famous jcv^elle^s of Paris. I saw some persons, yester- 
day, wdio were present at madarne de CIcrembaulPs, at 
the visit she received from M. de Luxembourg, hig 
mother, and his whole family; so that the aflair is ab- 

* Alterwarclb inurslial of France, and a Spanish grandee of the first 

» i.i-] 

— >%.ne ClHonnc Glllicr, second wife of Chailis Fronts de Mont- 
jiwnelil A duke of J.tixcinhour*',, and <jnb of Ilene Gillier, mar- 

GltVciobault, and ot Marie le xAuip tic Bclicnave. 
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iiiutely concluded; I know not wliat the marchioness 
de Bellefond will say upon the subject; but thus the 
Clerembaults are consoled. The public wishes madaiiie 
de Seignelai to enter into some negociation with M. de 
Marsan ; 1 speak only from rej^ort. The young St. 
Hereni is on Sunday to marry the little cousin of ma- 
dame (la marechale) de Lorges. The duchess de 
S. S**** is always pregnant, and proves thereby that 
ther#»isi * 110 thing iinpt.<.^ible in thisv\orld. I^ut can you 
guess who is entering niy room ? The marquis de 
Giignan in person, who has had the goodness to ho- 
nour my levee, weary, as he says, of seeking for me in 
vain in the afternoon : is not this very obliging ? To 
reward him for his trouble, I shall iJ^e him to dine 
some day at cardinal de I^ouillon^s, who has but one 
cry after him, on account, ladies, of you, and of all 
who bear the name of Grigiirm, whom he ioves and 
honours. We went together (that is, the cardinal and 
1) to a wonderful dinner at the duchess dn Lirle's, last 
Sunday, where 1 enumerated to the cardinal all your 
compliments, which he received with inlinite joy and 
gratitude. I^^ain charged to give you a great many 
from him, till w'e meet together quietly at IMar- 

tin% to write to you jointly m the same It Iter, as he 
has long intended to do. Have you heard that he has 
advised so w^eil with the king and his monks, that he 
believes the exchange of his mansion-house of Saint 
Martin against another in Pontoise for the monks who 
will succeed him, certain? In like manner, he nuide a 
noble present of Ins beautiful house and garde ns to tlie 
duke d'Albret, the day after his marriage, by a settle- 
ment in form, to come to him alter his death ; w ith this 
reserve^v^hat it is to be a resilience for the duchess his 
wife, as long as she remains a widow : it is thear in- 
terest, however, that the cardinal should enjoy it yng; 
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for, considering it as a Tund secured to his heirs, he 
will never be very extravagant there. The count du 
Ludef, to whom the king, according to the promise he 
made to the late marshal de Luxembourg, has granted 
a duke’s brevet, is still, it is said, to marry mademoi- 
selle de B*** with 4-00,000 francs down, and 300,000 in 
reversion ; but the marriage has not yet taken placej ; 
the lady does not appear to me very agreeable ; and 
the family of Luxembourg, it is also said, are not very 
much de]ig,;ted at the alliance. This, ladies, is all I 
have to tell you ; but, for Heaven’s sake, send me some 
good tidings of the health of our countess, if you wish 
me to continue my long letters. I saw the good La 
Troche, the daj* * before yesterday, who is much bet- 
ter. Our ami'cy{)le Cnclos has a cold, which does not 
please me : indeed, colds are prevalent every where* 
Madame de Soubisc has Ikeii a gieat sufferer; but 
adieu, l ain ’going to dine at the hf tel de Chaulncs. 
I have hitherio ex[iectecl, in vain, a summons from my 
cardinal to sleep at Poiitoi>e; but the illness of madame 
de Cretjni inay.liave detaijted hiu) ; he was not very 
well himself; tlii - will make me take the road of the 
faubourg St. Ccrmaui afier diinicr. On Friday next, 
if my wandeiing star permits, you shall have the rest. 

*1' Paul Sigtsinoud do Mont more ncl L’.xrniKourg, afterwards duke de 
( hatlllon. 

:J: This marriage did not tate place. Ou the Otli of March following, 

ilie duke de Chatilloii manied IMaric Antoine de la TrdmouUJe, maf- 
de Uoyaii, countess d'Olonnc. 
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LETTER *MLXVIL 

FROM MADAME DE SEVIGNE TO THE PRESIDENT DE 
MOULCEAU. 

Grignan, Salunlay, February 4 , 1696. 

I WAS right, sir, when I supposed you would be con- 
cerned at my anxiety, and would use all the diligence 
irj^our power to n lieve it. M. Barbeirac^s prescrip- 
tion and your letter had wings, as you wished; audit 
' sfeems that this little lever, which appeared so low, had 
wings too, for it vani.'ihed at the bare mention of M. 
Barbeirac’s name. Seriously, sir, there is something 
miraculous in this sudde-!! change ; and cannot doubt 
that your wishes and your prayers contriouted to pro- 
duce it. Judge of my gratitude by their efJect. My 
daughter goes halves with me in all I say here: she 
returns you a ilinusand tliunks, and entreats you to 
give a great many to M. Barbeirac. We are hap[)y in 
having no longer any thing to do, but to take patience 
and rhubarb, which she finds agree well with her. We 
doubt not that in this quiet state, rlndiaib is a medicine 
,which M. Barbeirac must approve, with a regimen, 
which is sometimes better than all. Thank God, sir^ 
both for yourself and for us ; for we are certain that 
you are interested in this acknowledgement ; and then, 
sir, cast your eyes upon all the inhabitants of lliiii 
chateau, and judge of their sentiments fur you. 
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LETTER *MLX\TII. 

FROM M. DE COULANOES TO MADAME DE SEVIGnL 

Saint Marlin’s, Febniary ‘27> 1696. 

But why not write to me sometimes in folio, when 3^11 
meet with a large noble sheet that invites you to do so ? 
I here received the long and short letter you had the 
goodness to write me on the same day in answer to all 
mine; and I am still, my dear governess, delighted 
with 3mur style, and your good and faithful correspond- 
ence. I have been here almost a fortnight with my 
adored cardinal, and for almost a fortnight I have been 
the happiest m,an in the world ; good society, good 
fires every 'wykvt, a thousand games, a noble table, 
delicious wines : in short, this is literally the land of 
plenty. The very servants of this house have a rage 
for improvements, though they are masters of their 
art; so that they wdll make us burst at last. They 
were supremely skilled in the most excellent ragouts of 
France and Italy ; yet have they hound themselves ap- 
prcnlices to the best cook in England, to bec<nne more 
ex[)ert in English ragouts than he. We no longer 
know w here we are ; all our ragouts speak diiierent 
languages ; but they make themselves so well under- 
stood, that w e eat them in whatever shape and in w hat- 
ever sauce they present themselves. You see plainly, 
madam, that the single article of good cheer would 
re^juire a folio. Indeed, this is an admirable house, 
and liit* master of it cannot be suflicicntly adored: I 
have not failed to make him all your compliments j 
ami I only write to you from hence, because I believe 
the motnerft arrived in which he can answer^you for 
bimselg as he has often expressed a desire to do. We 
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have bad a gi’eat many brothers, nephews, and nieces 
here during the last week; but, sine#* Monday, the car- 
dinal is reduced to his two faithful companions : the 
worthy Richard Hamilton for one, and the young Cou- 
langcs for the other ; and you cannot imagine how well 
he reconciles himself to his solitude; so well, indeed, 
that we hear no more of what passes at Paris and at 
court, than if we were at La Trappe. This, therefore, 
is a separate volume from the rest of my letters ; from 
my ignorance, whether all the fixed marriages have 
been solemnized, or the proposed ones have taken place, 
or are in a fair w^ay to do so. You heard that madame 
de Crequi was at the point of death, and you after- 
wards heard of her 'resurrection, which gave extreme 
joy to the cardinal ; her long life being very necessary 
to the happiness of the duke and duchess^d'AIbret ; and 
it is since this resurrection that the cardinal has re- 
nounced the news of the world to attend to himself, 
and to an infinite number of workmen, who are labour- 
ing incessantly to complete one of the most beautiful 
gardens in Europe. I am delighted at the better health 
of our countess : her having v/ished to read my letters 
herself, and to give them their proper tones and em- 
phasis, is a very good sign of life. You assure me 
that she laughed heartily at some passages, and that 
the presidents lady who was baked did not displease her. 
But I cannot help wondering, my dear ladies, that you, 
who arc so conversant in history, and so w'ell informed 
with respect to the noble houses of France, should not 
know that the house of Dou*^** is divided into two 
branches; that one produced the young marchioness de 
S. He***, and the other the lady v/hom M. dc 
has just espoused ; so that they were two cousins-ger- 
man, married almost at the same time. One, a brilliant 
beauty, the daughter of a Fre***, who gav« her a 
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niiulame (la marechale) lie Lorges for cousin-german, 
and the duchesses f|e Saint Simon and de Lauzun for 
nieces, after the mode of Britany, entered into the 
house of Mont***. The other, less ambitious, was 
content with that of the house of Ber***, though her 
mother had married again to M, dc I’H***, and thus 
is the enigma, the solution of which you have required 
of me, developed. We have still two months to re» 
main here, they will pass rapidly ; as soon as I am 
at Paris, I shall renew my correspondence, and give 
you tlie continuation of the preceding volumes. 1 
wish you may find in it the marriage of mademoiselle 
de Bagnols and M. de Poissi ; but this child is so dif- 
ficult to baptize, that I dare not hope for the con- 
clusion, though I have been informed that the affair 
was in good trcln. Adieu, ladies ; I am going to place 
my paper before cardinal de Bouillon, that he may 
illuminate, at least, the remainder of this page, and so 
give a value to the letter above what it at present pos- 
sess(\s. A thousand compliments, I entreat you, and a 
thousand respects, to all the inhabitants of your royal 
chateau. Madame de Simiane is welcome to leave ray 
letters unanswered ; but i could at least have wished to 
receive some commands from her to the duchess de 
Villeroi, who wrote to her so prettily in my letter, and 
who inquires for her daily. 


FllOM THE CARDINAL DE BOUILLON. 

It is less humiliating to me, madam, to own ingenu- 
ously the fault I have committed, in having given no 
sign of life, on tbe occasion of the two happy mar- 
riages, either to you, or to any of the family of Grignan ; 
all of ^hom I love and honour infinitely : it iif less hu- 
miliating, 1 say, to own this, than to attempt to add 
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any thing to M. de Coulangel^s letter, which IS worthy 
both of you and ot hira, 1 must, however, assure you 
that you have not a servant in the world who is more 
truly devoted to you than I am. 

M. DE COULANCE3 CONTINUES. 

Our cousin de Pracontal is on the point of setting 
out for Montelimart : she will pay you a visit, and 
will have no desire to renounce her relations 3 her mo- 
ther had never told her we were cousins, and, but for 
me, she would still be ignorant of it. She is a very 
charming woman ; she is to spend some months in 
the country, for which I am sorry, for I began to like 
her extremely: her husband also is not without merit; 
but he will not suffer her out of his Vight. If this 
proceeds from afiection, I have nothing to say against 
it, though such aflcclion is sometimes very inconve- 
nient : if from jealousy, it is the result of madame de 
Montchevreuirs devotion to her daughter, whose fault 
it has not been that she has not ruined her w ith her hus- 
band, and with every one else. I am certain you will 
find our cousin a very reasonable being ; that you will 
like her much, and will not be sorry to display to tier 
all the magnificence of Grignan. She lias desired me 
to say a good word for her; and I beg you will tell 
her, when you see her, that I have doiH‘ so both in 
terms of affection and praise. Her husband will fix 
her near Lyons, during the campaign, wilh madame 
Busseaux, her sistcr-in-Iaw. 
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LETTER * MLXIX. 

FROM M. DE COULANGES TO MESDAMES DE 5EVIGNE AND 
D£ GRIGNAN. 

Pciris, February' 20, 1696. 

I SEND this skill' after the ship that has left Saint Mar- 
tin's, to tell you, in the first [)lace, that I .am arrived 
here ; and that I received on Saturday evening, at the 
time I least expt cud it, letters u])ou letters, inform- 
ing me that raadame de Louvois was attacked with 
colic last Tuesday; tnat the fits had been so violent 
and painful, that the last, which look p)lace on Friday 
evening, had occasioiu'd great alarm, and brought to- 
gether all her relations and friends. I therefore, with- 
out a momeot s hesitation, left Saint Martin's yester- 
day, at four o'clock in the morning, to repair to her 
and to my duty. I found her very much weakened, 
but freed from violent pain, by bleeding and the me- 
dicines that had been administered. She is obliged* 
however, to keep in bed without moving, and even 
without talking much, for fear of increasing the pains 
she constantly feels, but which arc less difficult to 
bear than those which come by fits. You thus see, 
ladies, that every one in this world has his sorrows 
and miseries. I was very well received, and my zeal 
was highly commended. Though this illness does not 
appear to be dangerous, for madame de Louvois wa.^ 
much better yesterday, towards midnight, I shall be 
detained here for a few days at least. I was very 
sorry to be obliged to leave Saint Martin's, because on 
Saturday, after dinner, the duke and duchess d'Albret 
very unceremoniously and very kindly came tcv surprise 
the card nal, against his orders ; for he did not wish the 
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duchess to see Saint Martinet before the spring : this is 
the whim of a master of a housc^ which you can very 
easily understand ; but he was not sorry, however, for 
the surprise, which made him determine upon staying 
two days longer to explain to them at least all that 
would embellish his house and gardens at the ensuing 
season, and I was very necessary to second him. The 
new-married folks would have been delighted to meet 
roe, and 3'^esterday was set apart, between the pots and 
the pans, to form an intimate acquaintance with the 
duchess, who is so shaped, so courteous, so polite, so 
well-educated, that she is in my eyes a finished beauty", 
though she is far from handsome, and has onl}’^ to boast 
the finest and most dignified figure that was ever seen. 
This, ladies, is the first part of my discourse; which 
would not, however, dispatch the skiflfj if the second, 
that of making honourable reparation Us speedily as 
possible to madame de Simiane, did not press hard 
upon me. I spent yesterday with the duchess de Vil- 
leroi, who, asking me if 1 had not heard from her, told 
me she had received a very delightful answer from 
her; I immediately thanked the duchess for having 
informed me of the good news, and explained to her 
the reason ; for I did not like that madame de Simiane 
should be no longer the exact and punctual Paulina : I 
am delighted, as you may suppose, that she retains all 
her perfections ; and 1 ask pardon for having suspected 
her of this peccadillo. The duchess de Villeroi grows 
very handsome and very lovely ; 1 was therefore sorry 
that the flint did not strike fire. I have found the 
mania for marriage raging here: to-morrow that of M. 
de Marsan and madame de Seignelai will take place ; 
they mutually club their furniture, and the possession 
of 100,000 livres a year is settled on the suivivor, in 
case there should be no children. The public loudly 
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madame de Seig.nelai; many think that^tp be 
her own mistress, and to enjoy an income of 70,000 
livres a year, was a very happy lot; while others for- 
give her for having wished to resign it for the distin- 
guished rank she will hold, and for a husband with 
whom, they arc sure, she will live happily. After 
having wished to marry M. de Luxembourg, she would 
not have been thought the better of for passing the 
remainder of her days in widowhood ; and her inten- 
tion, no doubt, has bi en, to console lierself and her 
family at the same time. To-morrow, at midnight, 
tins grand ceremony will be performed. The mar- 
riage of Villacerf’s son with mademoiselle de Sennc- 
terre, will also take place to-morrow. We do not 
clet.rly understand the humour of M. and madame de 
Brinon’s taste, wdio give up 30,000 crowns; but this 
tt how every thing goes in this world. The marriage 
of mademoiselle de Royairwith the count de Lude, 
now duke de Chatillon, is confirmed. A match is also 
talked of between mademoiselle de Bosmelet and the 
young duke de la Force, who might well pass for her 
son. On my arrival here, I found the marriage of ma- 
demoiselle de Bagnuls and M. de Poissi turned a little 
aside, I know not by whose fault; there are a pro and a 
con in all this. Adieu, ladies ; I adore and embrace 
you. 


LETTER *MLXX. 

FROM M. DE COULANGES TO MADAME DE SIMIANB. 

Paris, February 27, 1696# 

You are deficient in nothing, divine Paulina, and I 
ask yowv pardon for having suspected your punctuality, 
as 1 did. I shall take care, in future, how I commit the 





I vriU sot pan for a . peevish 
m}3^ with you^. you may write again at your 
and sometimes even not answer me at all, without 
1|gr feeling offended. Some slight correspondence must 
talce place between us, to keep up our acquaintance ; 

it must be free, and you may employ it when the 
fancy lakes you ; is not this well said ? 1 have been at 

Baris for a week, devoting almost all my time to ma- 
de Louvois, who is indeed free from colic ; but 
has been so badly managed, and is so oppressed 
vapours, that she recovers slowly. The Portuguese 
Umbasaador yesterday made his solemn entrance, at 
vl^is, through the gate Saint Antoine, and went round 
Place Royale : the poor people of Paris are so 
^eedy of spectacles, that this entry, which w^ould not 
•nave been regarded at another time, was quite a treat 
to them. The ambassador’s livery is grey with silver 
keu^e, turned up w ith blue ; he has four beautiful car- 
; and, to the disgrace of France, these carriages 
j^or^es were sent to compose his retinue. Notwilh- 
'i^^ding' this, it was impossible to stir in the streets 
f^'the concourse of people. The Place Royale, with 
C^ipets at every window and in every balcony, was not 
one of the W’orst places in the city to show to the am- 
bassador : he therefore made the circuit of it ; saw a 
l^^tiful and noble company on the balcony of the 
de Chaulnes, where cardinal de Bouillon, the 
duc))esses de la Tremouille and d’Albret, madame de 
(^uls^ges, the abbe Tetu, the abbe d’Auverghe, count 
1t^A|bVet^ and I, had dined ; and where many other per- 
consequence repaired, after dinner, to view the 
among others, the chevalier de Bouillon, who 
ww presented to your friend madame de Coulanges, 
and whd^i sbe^was obliged to kiss, as a very extraordi- 
1 am now going to dine at Montmartre, 
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where M. am! madanie dt Nerers, more feeatttifbl iimid. 
more lovely than ever, have made an appointment wtA^ 
me. J suppose I shall not be very hungry when I 
turn, I must not, however, fail to be at M. de Lt** 
moignon^s this evening, even if I were to burst for it» 
Say not a word of the life I lead, to the chevalier de 
Grignan ; for it gives such offence to the gouty, that 
there is no misfortune they do not wish me. M. de 
Saint-Geran was lately so such offended at seeing me 
insolently stamp with my foot, at a time when lie could 
not move for the gout, that he would have strangled me^ 
if he could. Nothing certainly is more extraordinary 
than the young and flourishing state I enjoy : you lose 
a great deal in not being here to see me ; how we 
would dance together to the songs ! It is a fashionable 
nmusement. M. and madame de Marsan are gone to 
Versailles ; lT?.)thirvg is eQ?ia! to their happ/iness : but are 
tiot divine Paulina, l appy indeed, in not having 
married M. dc Lauzun, who* without rl^yme or reason, 
has fixed his \^iic there? We hear stories of him with- 
out end, and winch I have not time to write to you# 
Ihe marii'igc of the new duhe de CKiilillon and made4 
moiseiie de Koyan is to take place on Shrove Monday^ 
The good madanie de Cuutevilie ' sent her Jewels, tp 
the amount of a thousand franes. There is not a hap* 
pitT marriage than :\L de JvU\embourg*s, who has losli 
his grand-daughier by the hist marriage, to the great 
palisfaction of those v\ho inherit after her. M. and 
madanie de Praoo:iial set out on Sunday to see you# 1 
recommend mad.ame de Pracontal to you, who is 
cousin, and vvhjin 1 love as my life; I am very muclt 

^ * Elizabeth Au-.-hquo de Vienne, gratidmoilier of die duke de Cbl- 
nllon, was the widow of Francis de Montmorenci, count de Bputeville : 
<3ie died on ihe Gth of August following, at die age of VightJ 
having pi'-sed sixty-nine years in widowhood^ 

VOL. IX. 
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at bor quitting us ; you will find her an ami^ > 
woman and an excellent* companion. She will s^', 
much of her time out of Paris, or I am greatly mis*- 
•taken. M. de Marillac has lost a brother-abbc. Mon- 
seigneur is at Meudon. The king goes on Wednesday 
to Marly ; and the jubilee, against wind and tide, will 
begin next Sunday, which is a great grief to the people, 
who are accustomed to pass the three days of Shrove- 
tide otherwise than in prayer. Father de la Ferte, a 
Jesuit, who preached with a success much beyond his 
age and rank, has, by a laudable zeal, which proves 
his vocation, obtained permission from his superiors to 
go into Canadaf. Adieu, lovely and divine Paulina; 
I have nothing more to add. I am delighted at your 
mother’s better health ; but we dare not flatter ourselves 
that we shall see her here till the end of autumn, and 
this is plunging us into Lent at once. 

. LETTER *MLXXL 

FROM MADAME DE SEVIGNE TO THE PRESIDENT DE 
MOULCEAU. 

Grignan, February 1606. 

You are not yet quit of us, sir. It is easier to have 
BO correspondence with us, than to put a stop to that 
I have establishfcwi, it as it may be. I feci as li 
elvility obliged me to tell you, that wc arc very sorrv 
that at the time we were so ill (for I always speak in the 
plural) you took the liberty to be ill also. We fee 
too that we owe to rhubarb, to which we consider our- 
selves so much obliged, this justice, at least, of iioi 

f Fa^cr <l€ la Fert^ did not take advantage of the permission of hu 
superiors, on account of the okjectioc of his relations. 
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suffering it to be condemned without being beard's thiB 
is what I have done in the note I s^nd to M. Barbeirac. 
I have not added your name, sir, from modesty ; but 
from the friendsliip I entertain for you, and that which 
I flatter myself you entertain for us, I do not seal the 
note, and I entreat you to have the goodness to read it, 
and to make M. Barbeirac understand it; for I do not 
write methodicalljr, and you alone can explain it. Have, 
therefore, this charity, sir ; you will not seek far to find 
in your omi heart all the goodness which is necessary 
to make you excuse such liberties. I have a third rea* 
son for writing to you. I must send you a letter which 
I have cheated our dear Corbinelli's philosophy out of : 
iie has given me the name of reprobate, which I had 
forgotten, and which you so w^ell deserved. Adieu, 
then, illustrious reprobate; never was such a character so 
perfectly esteemed by mother and daughter, as it is in 
you. It is a taste which you will renew, as soon as we 
see one of your letters, however short ; and the least 
sentence of w’liich will present to us again a style that 
has so peculiarly found the secret of pleasing us. 


LETTER ^ MLXXII. 

FROM M. JDE COULANCES TO MESDAMES DE SEVIGNE AN» 
DE OIvlGNAN. 


Paris, March 14 , 1696* 

The folio has brought me a very good quarto; I 
received it the day before yesterday, just in time to 
communicate its confents to my good cardinal, who 
repaired to my Icoer (time of rising) at the moment 
I least expected it: he was delighted with your let- 
ter; and w hat civil things did he not say of you, and ^ 
of all who bear the name of Grignan ! Be you all 

o 2 
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^^l^ured> that. if ever you return to this countrv^ 
flatter myself you will, we shall show you Saint Mar- 
lines in all its extent, and with all its unparalleled 
beauties. But what think you, ladies, brought the wor- 
thy cardinal to me so early? Alas! it was to propose 
my return with him, and that we should go and mortify 
ourselves together in that charming place. But that I 
might duly perform my jubilee, which will not be . 
complete till Saturday morning, it was necessary to re- 
sist this proposition courageously ; and I am now fast- 
ing, in sackcloth and ashes, till Saturday after dinner, 
when a little chaise w^ill take me swiftly to Pontoise, 
where I hope to spend some time, and where I shall 
wish for you incessantly. In the midst, however, of 
my sackcloth and ashes, I must sup this evening at 
Penautier’s *, >vhere 1 cannot and will not fail, as M. 
and madame de IMarsan are to be of the party ; and I 
shall be delighted to drink, and renew my acejuaint- , 
ance, with them. The duchess du Lude» and all the 
Lamoiguens, are also to be there : how, therefore, dam 
1 excuse myself? I refer the matter, most excellent 
governess, to yourself. 

To proceed ; our hotel de Chaulnes shines as much 
during Lent, as it shor»e during the feast-days; lln^y 
certainly live there in style. 7 he good duke still goes 
heavily on his way ; but it is to be hojjed ll^at Vichi, if 
he 'goes there, will lighten his portmanteau, which is 
certainly too full, as well as mine ; but as I am y^in^gcr 
than he, and lake more exercise, I am less inconveni- 
enced. As we shall have been a longtime without see- 
ing each Ollier, 1 fear, ladies, *lhat wlien you come - 
bere,‘ you will hnd me of an enormous size ; but what 

"•v . > » 

• BeeeH^cr-general of the clergy of France, who’-c hou^c • 

for j(ood cheer. 
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of that ? you will not think me less welcome, nor less 
bound to love and honour you all my life. I saw goody 
La Troche the day before yesterday, who is collecting 
all the waste paper in the world to send to you ; and we 
had very nearly quarrelled, because I told her it was 
not necessary ; and that she should leave it to the abbe 
Bigorre, the most c xact and regular correspondent in 
the world ; and that it was making you pay postage^, 
which it would be better to spare you : am I right 
am I wrong ? I suppose the news of the visionary 
armies in Britany reached you long ago, and that you 
laugh at the gravity with which M. de Lavardin has 
reported this vision at court : 1 was unwilling, therefore* 
to send you any account of it, as well as of a thousand 
songs which are in circulation, each more vile and ridi* 
culous than the preceding one: as I have no share in 
them, I do not burthen myself with such merchandise* 
and particularly in this holy time of Lent. 

But niadame du Pui-du-Fou is dead ; ought I not to 
eondoie with M. de Grigiian* in form upon the event? 
I beg you to say for me every thing that is necessary 
upon the occasion ; and to tell him how much I am 
alive to all the good and ill that happens to him. 1 saw 
the duchess dowager de Lesdiguieres at the hotel de 
Chaulnes, more brilliant than ever: I asked her, if the 
door of her house would never be open to me ? and 
from the tone she assumed, you would have said that it 
was my fault if 1 did not see her often, and that I bad 
only to present myself at this door for it to open 
diately : and yet her daughter-in-law is in greater"seclu^ 
sion than ever. She has one of the most disagreeable 
faces 1 know; I prefer, a thousand times, the duebest 

* M. de Grlgnan’s second wife was the daughter of madajhe du Pui» 

du Feu. , ^ 



l«TTlftS OF 


^ 4 ^ 

d’Alhret, who has the carriage and figure of a divinity. 
The duchess de Richelieu has been so ill lately, of a 
violent cold attended with fever and an alarming cough, 
that she has Iain in of a seven months’ child ; it is a 
lively boy, however, and delights the duke his father, 
as much as he afflicts the marquis de Richelieu : but 
will he live? it is very doubtful. We have no good 
from England ; we run the risk of seeing king 
James shortly. It is affirmed, that the prince of Orange 
has always been very well informed ; and that he has 
Smt a|i|)ear€d to be so, to draw us into the snare. His 
fleet was yesterday so near Calais, that it was expected 
every moment that it would set fire to all the ships, and 
bombard the town. This fatal moment depended on 
the tide ; it is said that all our frigates are safe under 
the battery of Dunkirk; we shall soon know more. 

Adieu, ladies; this is all you will have*io-day : and 
it is a great deal, whatever you may say; for my 
letters are not so wonderful as you wish to make me be- 
lieve. Be assured, I still expect you here with great 
impatience. Fie, fie, upon the calf’s head, feet, and 
tripe! can any thing be more indigestible? Believe 
me, my dear governess, it is a very unreasonable at- 
tachment you have formed for this dish ; and I advise 
you, for your health’s sake, to get rid of it as soon as 
|K»ssible. 1 pardon madame de Siiniane for not having 
written to me on Shrove-Tuesday ; I can easily con- 
ceive how busy she must have been on that da}^, to 
•bine at the ball, and to lay down the law to all the 
ladies' of Vaureas. I am very much flattered by her 
wishing to honour me with a more aflectionate appella- 
lioirthaQ that of sir; I had resolved to ask her to call 
me Pierrot, instead of it. Let her baptize me with any 
name friendship may suggest ; and let her be as- 
sured I' deserve some distinctiorf, on account of the 
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respect and admiration I entertain for the prudent Pau- 
lina. Sanzei sends you a thousand compliments, and ft 
thousand thanks for the honour of your remembrance, 
in whatever shape it be : he has done his day^s work so 
well, that M, de Saint Amandas is become his own 
house ; he is there from morning to night. I cannot 
say enough of rtie ruin of the family of Saint H**** 
they owe 400,000 francs more than they declared: 
they could willingly stone nia<lame de Saint 
w^hen they discovt r new articles of expense, which 
they had never before heard of. The young people are 
going to renounce every thing, and to depend solely 
upon the reversion of the government of F****, and 
their commission, which they retain. M. de Saint 
Amand has married his daughter much better than M. 
j)**** . but look at the Mtreure Galant for February, 
and you will see what the house of D**** is. Your 
friend looks forward to F'riday, but says a thousand 
things to you in the mean w'hile. Madame de Crequi 
set out post yesterday, to fly to her beloved son Blanche* 
fort, who is ill at Toarnay. 


UTTER *MLXXI1I. 


M. DE COULANOrS TO IMADAMC DE SKVIGNE. 

I’l-ris, March 19, IG 9 C. 

ilciiE ends the chapter of marriages, and begins the 
chapter of deaths. I^Iadame de Guise J departed thi» . 

f T.' fsr Mgttify Saint Hcrem ; and the that followf, 

is of which M. dc Saint Herem was governor. 

Z FliZ'Jji ill (.rOrlcai\s, daughter of Gaston tie France, duke of Orl^ns, 
uncle of Lev/is XIV., by Marguerite de Lorraine Vaudemont, his 
second wife. ^\e was born on tlie izOth of llecembcr, n646, and was 
married in 1G76 to X^ouis Joseph, duke de Guise. ' 
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World^on Saturday, towards ipidnighl. She was only 
^taken ill on the Tuesday, of a violent fever and inflam- 
mation on the lungs ; it was scarcely possible to be 
taken off more rapidly. She died at Versailles, in full 
possession of her senses, and in perfect resignation : 
the king saw her two hours before she died : after a to- 
lerably long conversation, he left the roam overwhelm- 
ed with grief, and bathed in tears; and the next day, 
that is yesterday, he set out for Marly, where he will 
remain till Saturday evening. Poor madame de Crequi 
must have found a messenger upon the road, who pre- 
vented her from going to Tournay. . Her son died there 
at the age of Uventy-seven, with unparalleled courage : 
it is a great loss to his family, and particularly to his 
mother, who will die of grief, if grief can kill ; and 
madame clu Plessis Belliere will die, if her daughter 
dies. 

But do you know who died suddenly yesterday ? IM. 
de Saint-Geran. lie went to confession on Wednesday, 
intending to complete his jubilee yesterday’; he fasted 
on. Friday and Saturday for this purpose ; and yester- 
day morning, without illness or pain of any kind, he 
went to St. Paurs, his parish-church. As he was in the 
confessional, he suddenly fell down ; assistance was 
given him, and every remedy that could be administer- 
ed in a church ; but his senses not returning, he was 
carried to the house of an apothecary opposite the great 
gate of St. PauVs, and he died as he entered it. As 
soon as I heard the melancholy intelligence, I went to 
his house, and found that he had breathed his last: he 
will be buried this evening, at St. PauFs ; and to-mor- 
row I intend going to Versailles, to pay my duty to 
madame de Saint-Geran, w^ho, in all probability, will 
console hepelf for his loss, and will not perhaps bear 
the thought of being deprived for a time of playing day 
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and night at lansquenetj.as she has done for soixxQ 
Our friend lias always lived from day to day, without 
bestowing a thought upon the future. God grant she 
may find it answer in the end ; but I do not think ma- 
demoiselle de Saint-Geran will ever be a great heiress, 

I know not how the affairs of England go on ; the 
countess de Fiesque is the only one who has a good 
opinion of thenij and is still certain that they will end 
well. I have taken three meals at the Marsans\ which 
agree very well with me ; 1 shall put their whole fami- 
ly into my basket. M. de Marsan always reminds his 
wdfe that she is no longer madame dc Seignelai ; and 
that, being only madame de M^^an, she must accom- 
modate herself to all his friends, of whatever form or 
rank, and let every one live after his ov\n w ay. I am 
to g(» on Saturday to Saint Martin’s ; and to-morrow I 
shall ges to Versailles, to condole with my friend, and 
pass the day with mesdafnes de Villeroi and made- 
moiselle de Bouillon, whom I shall find there. INIadame 
de Guise has ordered her funeral to be conducted with-' 
out ceremony, and has preferred the burial-ground 
the Carmelites of the great convent, to all the pomp 
Saint Denis, with the kings her ancestors: she was ordy^\’ 
foity-nine years of age. Father dc la Ferle will preach 
again on Wednesday ; and on Friday, without saying a 
word, he will set off for Canada*. If he were not to 
take his departure in this way, it would cause a tumult, 
he is so much liked by the populace : the church of the 
Jesuits was too small for the multitude which crowded* 
to his sermons. 

I have just been dining at the ho. el de Chauln^^ 
where I met the marquis de Grignan : he can telt 
you that I was not in a very ill humour. Madam^' 
(la marechale) de Villeroi yesterday announced to ma- 
dame de Saint-Geran the death of her hui^and ; and 

o 5 f , 
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t duke has taken upon himself the charge of the fu- 
neral this evening : he will probably be the privileged 
creditor on the inheritance ; for he will advance, no 
doubt, what is necessary for the ceremony. This is all 
I know, madam ; I therefore conclude, and take leave 
of you till my return from Saint Martinis, which will 
be when it pleases God. IVIadarne de Coulanges is free 
from the colic; she only complains that she has some- 
times the little colic, which does not prevent her from 
eating and drinking, and associating with the young : 
«he is very partial to the chevalier de Bouillon and count 
d’Albret ; and she was delighted to meet M. de Marsan 
again, with whom slyj has renewed a snuif acquaint- 
ance. Winter is come back within these two days ; it 
has snowed, and frozen in such a manner, that we must 
expect no apricots ; I fear the peaches also will sufler. 
Madame de Frontenac has a violent cold and fever ; 
the fashion of dying, alarms us for her. Our poor 
FEnclos has also a slow fever, which returns slightly 
every evening, with a sore throat, that makes her friends 
uneasy ; in slKu t, I very much fear that the work of 
death is not at an end. 

LETTER ^MLXXIV. 

raOM MADAME DE slviGNE TO M. DE COULANGES f. 

Grignan, March 29, 1696, 

When I have no other employment, I weep and bewail 
aloud the death of Blanchefort, that amiable, that excel- 
lent youth, who was held up to all our young people as 
m model for imitation. A reputation completely csta- 

•J- As the death of madame de S^vjgnd happened in llte heglrniltig 
of April, it i^ probable that this letter is the last she tvrute. Wc cou- 
iider ks fecoipry at a fortunate circumstance. 
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blished, valour acknowledged and w^orthy nf his tiani^s^ 
B disposition happy for himself, (for a bad disposition is 
a torment to its possessor), for his friends, and for his 
family; alive to the afTection of his mother and his 
grandmother, lovin': tin m, honouring them, apprecia- 
ting their merit, taking ]deasure in proving to them 
his gratitude, and tin reby reprying them for their ex- 
treme aliection ; uniting good sense with a fine person; 
not vain of his youth, as most young people are, who 
seem to think themselves paragons of perfection: — and 
this dear hoy, with all his perfections, gone in a mo- 
ment, like a blossom borne away by the wind, without 
being in battle, without having ra' opportunity to fight, 
and without brealhing even an unkealthy air! Where, 
my dear cousin, cafi we fuul w’ovds to express our ideas 
of the grief bf these two mothers, jind to convey to 
them an ridiMjuate sense of wd:at we feel here ? We do 
not tliink of writing to them; but if at an}^ time you 
should have an opportunity of mentioning my daughter, 
and me, and the Crignans, make known our regret at 
this irreprrable misfortune. Madame de Vins has 
lo«;t evciy^ thing, I own ^ ; for w'hen the heart has chosen 
between tw'o sons, one only is seen. I can talk of no- 
thing cl'-c. T bo’.v in reverence to the holy and modest 
tomb of inadame de (tuIsc, whose renunciation of that 
of the kings her ancc:.Jors, merits an eternal crowm. I 
think M. do »Sai:it-Gdran liappy indeed ; and so I think 
you, for having lo comfort Ids wife : sa^^ to iier for us 
every thing > ou ihlnk proper. And as for mad,mie de 
Miramlon, that mother of the church, she will be a 
public loss. Adieu, my dear cousin, J cannot change 
my tone. You have fiidshed your jubilee. The de- 
lightful trip to Saint Martin’s has closely followed the 

^ IMafiame de Vins had lost an ci\W sou. \ 
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«tf«?kcloth and ashes you mentioned to me. The hap- 
piness M. and madame de Marsan are now enjoying, 
well deserves that you should sometimes see them, and 
put them into your basket ; and I deserve a place in 
that in which you put those who love you; but I fear, 
that for them you have no basket. 


LETTER * MLXXV. 

FROM MADAME DE COULANGES TO MADAME DE SEVIGNE. 

Paris, April 6, 1696. 

I SHALL show your letter to madame de Creqiii ; tlie 
only pleasure she has left, is to hear the praises of her 
poor son f ; she appears to me more aflflicted than at 
first. I pass few days without seeing her. I have sent 
this delightful and affectionate letter to M. de Cou- 
langes ; he is at Saint Martin’s, from wdience he is to 
return on Tuesday. Madame de Saint-Geran has re- 
ceived two visits from madame de Mainteiion ; you 
will suppose that she did not require so much as this to 
comfort her. Madame de Mornai is still with madame 
de Maintenon ; the more insensible this little woman 
appears to the honours she receives, the more attention 
seems to be paid her: I am astonished at this conduct 
on both sides. Tiie marriage of my niece to M. de 
Poissi J is completely at an end; she will set out for 
planders in a week. M. and madame de Bagnols are 
not to blame ; madame de Maisons § did also what she 

•p Nicholas Cliarles de Crdqui, marquis de Blaiichefort, died ai Tour- 
nay on the l6th of March, 1696, at the age of twenty-seven. 

X Claude Longueil, marquis de Poissi and de Maisons, president a 
mortier in parliameni of Paris. 

§ lx>uisa|Fieubet, mother of M. de Poissi. 
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could; and we shall always think ourselves higtajf 
obliged to her, I am delighted at being acquainted 
with her : she has a good heart, and true genero- 
sity. Wc must hope our young lady will be well mar- 
ried*; but it cannot be till the return of the campaign* 
for no gownsman will now suit us. I must fini.^h this 
little note as speedily as possible, for rnadarne de 
Montespan is coiaiing to take me at day-break to hear 
father de la Ferte (a Jesuit), who preaches like a Dour- 
daloue, and who resembles the duke his brother so 
much, that it is impossible to help laughing at the dis- 
courses they hold together. Madame de Fontevrauld f 
is also coming; I hear many sermons in company with 
these great folks, who are to set out in a week for 
llourbon. The more slowly mackirne de Grignan re- 
covers wliere she is, the more reason there is that she 
should change the air with ?M speed; exclusive of the 
interest I have in giving this advice, it is the opinion of 
all judicious persons. When, too, shall wc again see 
madame de Simiane? She cares little about it; she has 
amusement in abundance, while we sigh for her here, 
Ue assured, niy love, I shall not fail to give your com- 
pliments, and those of M. and madame de Grignan, to 
madame de CrtMjni. The king has made a present of 
two thousand louis to inarslud ue Choiseul, to assist him 
in the cx|)Gnses of his equipage; 1 know not whether 
the marquis do Grignan will go with him. Adieu, my 
true friend, a hasty adieu; I am called auay. 

* She was married in I609 to the co\int dc TilUcics. 

Sister ef inadanie dc Montespan, 
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LETTER ^MLXXVI. 

FKOM THE COUNTESS DE GRIGNAN TO THE PRESIDENT 
DE MOULCEAU. 


Paris^ April 18, 169<5. 

Your politeness, sir, need not lead you to fear the re- 
newal of my grief f, in speaking to me of the afflicting 
loss I have sustained. Tins is an object which my mind 
bears constantly in view, and which is so deeply en- 
graven in my heart, that nothing has power to increase 
or diminish it. I am convinced, sir, that you could 
not have heard the dreadful misfortune which has hap- 
pened to me, without shedding tears ; I can answer for 
your heart: you lose a friend of incomparable merit 
and fidelity ; nothing is more worthy of your regret ; 
and what, sir, do not 1 lose? what perfections were not 
nnited in her, to render her to me, by different charac- 
ters, most dear and most precious? A loss so complete 
and so irreparable, leads me to seek for consolation 
only in the bitterness of tears and groans. 1 have not 
Strength to raise my < \>es to the place whence comfort 
flows; I can yet only east them around me, and I no 
longer see the dear beiii;^ wlio has loaded me with 
blessings, whose atlenuon from day to day has been 
occupied in adding frcMi proofs of her love to the 
charms of her society, ll is too ti ue, sir, that it re- 
quires more than human fortitude to bear so cruel a 
disunion and so much privation. I was far frojn being 
prepared for it : the perfect health I saw her e njoy, 
and a year’s illness, which a hundred times endangered 
rny own life, had taken from me the idea that the order 


•f* Madame dc Sdvignd, as it appears, died early in April. 
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could be fulfilled by her dying first. J flat* 
tiered myself that I should never have this great evil to 
endure : it is come upon me, and I feel it in all its se- 
verity . I deserve your pity, sir; and some share in the 
honour of your friendship, if sincere esteem and high 
veneration for your virtue can deserve it. My senti- 
ments have be^ the same towards you, since I had 
the pleasure ofiknowing you; and 1 believe 1 have more 
than once told you, that it is impossible for any one to 
respect you more than I do. 

LETTER MLXXVU. 

ruOM M. DE COULANGES TO MADAME DE SIMIANB. 

Paris, April 3 696. 

Far frofli taking it unkindly, madam, tiiat vou did not 
tvfite to me with your own hand, 1 am very much sur- 
prised that you even iliought of me at a tune so cruel 
and so fatal as the present. I did not di)iil)t your sen- 
sibility at I he loss W’e have sustained ; and I could easily 
conceive what it would cost your eX'-ei’-ent heart, God 
of heaven, w hat a blow is this to ns ■ li ! for myself, I 
am lost in the ihongiit that I no u>i>gtr see the 
dear cousin, to vvIh)^'! i fiavo b^rn j.'cm ird u»cv so ailec- 
tionutely attached, ami who returned lids aita^hment 
so tenderly and so faitlifully. Tf yo i could see, ma- 
dam, all that passes here, you would be still better 
acquainted with the merit of your giamhuother, for 
never was worth more truly ac'knowU du^ d than hers; 
and the public renders her, with junus regret, all the 
honour which is due to her. Madame Cic Coulanges is 
grieved tt> an excess that it is in3poS'^j;ble to describe, 
and I tremble for its eflect on her own health. From 
the day that announced to us the fatal illness, which in 
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;lie end took our friend from m for ever, we have lost 
dl peace of mind. The duchess de Chaulncs is almost 
lead, and poor madame de la Troche — *. In short, we 
neet together to weep, and to regret what we have lost; 
ind‘ in the ihidst of our grief, we are not without anx- 
iety for the health of your mother. Do not write to 
me; order one of your meanest attendants to inform 
us how you are : I entreat you to believe that your mo- 
ther's health and your own are very precious to me, for 
more reason? than one ; for I think I owe it to the me- 
mory of madame de Sevigne, to be more attached to 
you and madame de Grignaa than before, from know- 
ing so well the sentiments she entertained for her and 
for you. I shall not write to your mother for a long 
time, for fear of increasing her grief by my letters; 
but omit me not, whenever an opportunity oflers ; make 
mention of my name ; be assured that of all your ser- 
vants, relations, friends, no one is more deeply afflicted 
than I am, no one feels a greater interest in all that 
concerns you. I shall not show your letter immediately 
to madame de Coulangcs; but I shall not fail to tell 
her that you do not forget her. I can assure you, that 
you owe her this justice on account of her love for you. 
Allow me to pay my sad compliments to M. de Simiane, 
the chevalier de Grignan, and M. de la Garde. Hea- 
vens, what a scene in this royal chateau ! Poor made- 
moiselle de Marsillac too, who has so well discharged 
all the duties of friendship, how I feel for her! 


* Tills [brasc h Inconji^Icte, 
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LETTER *MLXXVIII. 

FEOM MADAME DE COULANGE3 TO MADAME DE SIMIANEj 

Tans, May 2 , 3696. ' 

I AM truly obliged to you, madam, for still thinking o: 
me. I knew all your excellences; but the affection 0 
your heart, and the regard you have felt for a persoi 
so worthy of being beloved as she whom you regret 
appear to me to be above all praise. Ah! madam 
how much reason have you to believe me to be deeply 
affected! I can think of no otlier subject; I can tall 
of nothitig else. I am ignorant of the parllcuhirs of thi 
fatal illness; and the eagerness with wliieh I seek fo 
them, shows that I have little power over myself. 
spWt the whole of yesterday with the prior of St. Ca- 
tharine’s: you may guess upon what our conversation 
turned : J showed him the letter you have done me the 
honour to write to me ; it gave him real pleasure; for 
persons of his turn of mind arc so convinced that this 
life ought only to serve as a passport to the other, that 
the dispositions in which we leave the world are to them 
the only ones that arc worthy of attention : but we think 
of what we have lost, and wc lament it. Tor myself, I 
have no female friend left: my turn will soon come; it 
is reasonable to expect jt: but to hear a person of your 
age entertain such serious and melancholy thoughts, is 
rare indeed. Your understanding, madam, makes me 
forget your youth; and this, added to the natural par- 
tiality I feel for you, seems to authorise me to address 
you as I do. 
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LETTER ^ MLXXIX. 

FROM THE COUNT DE GRIGNAN TO M. DE COULANGES, 

Grignan, May 23, 1696 , 

You, sir, can understand better than any one, the mag- 
nitude of the loss we have sustained, and my just grief. 
Madame de ^Sevigne’s distinguished merit was perfectly 
known to you. It is not merely a mother-in-law that 
I regret; this name does not always command esteem : 
it is an amiable and excellent friend^ and a delightful 
com[)anioii. Bui it is a circumstance more worthy of 
our admiration than our regret, that this noble-minded 
woman cont(‘mplated the approach of death, which 
she expected from the moment of her attack, with 
astonishing firmness and submission. She, who was so 
tender and so timid respecting those she loved, displayed 
the utmost lortitude and piety, w^hen she believed that 
she ought to think only of herself ; and we cannot but 
remark how useful and important it is, to fill the mind 
with good things and sacred subjects; for w'hich ma- 
dame de Sevigne appears to have had a peculiar taste, 
not to say a surprising avidity, by the use she made of 
these excellent provisions in the last moments of her 
life. I relate these particulars to you, sir, because they 
accord with your srniiments, and will be gratifying to 
the friendship you have borne for her whom we lament; 
and at the same time my mind is so full of them, that it 
is a relief to me to find a man so well disposed as you 
are to listen to the recital, and take pleasure in hearing 
it. I hope, sir, that the memory of a friend who highly 
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you, will contribute to preserve to me tfce re- 
'^g^with ^hich you have long honoured me: I prize 
it too highly, and wish it too much, not to deserve it a 
little. 


THE END. 


Printed by 8. HamUlou, Weyiridge. 







